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The Education Project 

As most of you must know by now, I began working at the Bookplace 
at the beginning of this year, with the difficult task of follow- 
ing in the footsteps of Tanya and Nikki. 


Others here have mentioned the effects of the building work on 
different aspects of the project. It also affected the classes. 
There were days when we were amazed that students could bear to 
turn up at all, treading through dirt, avoiding great concrete 
blocks ... I'd like to thank all the students for their patience 
and continual support of the Bookplace. 


ESL CLASS 

The class has remained for women only - important, in allowing 
certains kinds of discussions to go on in class, and for some 
women to come, in the first place. Over the past six months, the 
class has grown in numbers, mainly by word of mouth. Now I have 
to say "no" to newcomers - those of you who have seen the size of 
the classroom at the top of the building will know why. The class 
is for women who don't have a great knowledge of English. One 
of my objectives with this class is/has been to involve the stu- 
dents more with the Bookplace as a whole. I think this is slowly 
happening, and certainly our very successful outing to Brighton 

a few Sundays ago aided this process. 


LITERACY & "RETURN TO STUDY" CLASSES 

These classes have seen several changes in tutors over the past 
Six months. However, I trust that the classes have not suffered 
for these changes, We continue to provide literacy at all levels 
in the day and evening and we continue with a teaching philosophy 
of:- Begin with the students! own experiences, use material that 
is about the "real" world; talk, read and write about what is 
happening in and to our lives, 


The "Return to Study" classes, which Tanya began last year, 
involve an extension of these ideas and practice. They are for 
people who can read and write adequately but want to improve 

these skills for various reasons - either as a step on the path 

to getting a qualification, doing a course, or out of more general 
interest. One of these classes is an all-woman class. 


This year, for the first time, six students sat for their nO 
Level English exam. This was a fairly fraught, nerve-racking 
experience, especially in the last month or so, 
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I wish the students luck for the middle of August when their 
results come out.. We have not decided yet whether we will offer 
"O' Level again next year. In many ways it seems that the Book- 
place is more suited to providing classes which give students a 
good background and confidence to tackle an 'O' Level course 
elsewhere. 


NUMERACY 

This maths work is mainly with adults who want to improve their 
general education or get on training courses. There are several 
é2-hour classes and a long drop-in session, but the whole project 
is threatened if we cannot raise the money to continue employing 
a full-time worker to run it. 


NEW PROJECTS 


Classes from the Manpower Services Commission 


The National Federation of Voluntary Literacy Schemes has applied 
to the M.S.C. for money to employ two part-time tutors to teach 
unemployed people Maths and English for 12 hours a week. We shall 
be running one such class here, at the Bookplace,. 


Women's Resources Room. 

Related to the education project is the new "Women's Room". Thanks 
to grants from the G.L.C. and Southwark Council Women's Committees 
we have converted the old ex-bathroom into a splendid (if small) 
new room. It will be a library and. informal discussion/meeting 
room for women who already use the Bookplace and hopefully will 
attract other women as well. To accompany this project we have 
applied for funds to build a purpose-built creche room in the back 
yard. It is obvious that if this room is to be used well, then 

we need a bigger, better creche, open longer hours - so that all 
women can benefit from it. 


vi CHE 

In closing, I'd like to mention the present creche, and stress 
that the day-time classes could not function properly without it. 
Nearly half the women who attend these classes use it. Mary, the 
creche-worker, has done an excellent gob in making the creche room 
a happy, friendly place to be in = not only for. the ehildren but 
for parents and staff alike. 


I'm looking forward to the classes next year, which I'm sure will 
continue as successfully as they have been. We will be without 
building interruptions and with Alison Hay. the new education worke 
whose experience and enthusiasm will be of great benefit to staff 
and students alike. | 


Barbara Bloch 
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Peckham Publishing Project © 


Since the last A.G.M. we have published three books and experi- 
mented with producing poster-poems by local writers and illu- 
strators. The books are "On the Roof", a story for 10 to 16 
year olds, set in a South London school; "How to Make a Book", 
a@ basic guide to producing anything from a leaflet to a full- 
scale book written from our own hard-earned experience; and 
"Never Trust a Camel", a traditional Asian story for young 
children written in.modern English by Hina Shah, a local school 
girl. The series of poster poems is called "Off the Wall"; 
titles out so far are "Dog Shit Alley" and "Daddy", 


Publications in the pipeline include "The Times of Our Lives", * 
an anthology of writing about childhood in this part of London 
from 1900 to 1945 compiled by Peckham People's History; "Coming 
to Britain" (working title only), a collection of writing being 
edited by our Black Studies Class; and "Stories from the Street" 
(working title), a book of short stories set in the Bermondsey 
of the 1920's. Other manuscripts being worked on include George 
Richards! (B, 1914) account of his early life in Jamaica and a 
large file of poems and stories by local writers. 


The Peckham Publishing Project is open to ait ‘Lesat people who 
share the Bookplace's aims and objectives. We welcome new 

members to help read and comment on the writing submitted. We 
have over 170 manuscripts on our files, so there is plenty for 


_ everyone: Members also take part in our monthly meetings to 


decide what we should publish and work in groups on the design 
and preparation of books for the printers. If you would like to 


‘know more please ask me or any of the present members. 


Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank them all for their 
hard work and dedication to duty over the last year, even when 
it was difficult to carry on as usual during the building work . 


Also a book of poems by Rohan Candappa 


The Bookshop 


When looking back over the past year it is,of course, the major 
building work that stands out most in our minds. It was a 
difficult period to work through and all the staff breathed a 
huge sigh of relief when the work was completed. During that 
time (when it was a major task trying to keep the brick dust 
off the books, let alone sell books) we were worried that we 
would lose the customers. In fact, our 'regulars' have stayed 
with us all the way and were just as excited as we were with 
the resulting improvements. I would like to thank them for 
their faith and the support they gave. | : . 


The shop and offices have been transformed and I'm sure every- 
one will agree that it's a vast improvement. The workers put 
in a lot of extra time decorating and cleaning up, amd this 
had its rewards with the culmination of the Grand Opening. 
Buchi Emecheta was kind enough to cut the ribbon and the day 
was a great success. The shop is a brighter place to work in 
and our customers have all voiced their approval. | 


New Developments 

In November 1982 we met with Robert Harden of Southwark Librarie 
and agreed to submit a box of books a month for their approval. 
This arrangement has been highly successful and has meant we 
have been able to meet one of our long-term aims - getting 

books into libraries that reflect the needs of our community. 


There has been a continued increase in Large Order sales, main- 
ly due to the efforts of Judy, the Schools and Youth Worker. 


In the coming year we would like to improve efficiency in the 
processing of orders, give more thought to display and increase 
customer involvement. 


Anne-Marie 


Youth and Schools Work 
a ete VILUOLS WOKK 


It's been a hectic, though enjoyable ten months since taking up my 
job. at the Bookplace. The builders and the attendant chaos arrived 
at about the same time as I did, so I'm really just beginning to 
understand how the Bookplace is run in normal times. After my 
first two weeks I got the impression that I had been employed under 
false pretenses; instead of the nice community project I'd expected, 
I was working on a building site! Anyway, I thought I'd hang in 
there and see what transpired. The long and short of it is that 
I'm glad I did. All the chaos was worth it. The whole place has 
been transformed and this has done a lot for the workers! morale, 


My job description is "Youth and Schools Worker" and if I was in 
any doubt what that meant, I soon found out! Seriously, though, 
It has been fun, My job is to promote the Bookplace through my 

work with schools and youth clubs in the area, 


To date, I've done a variety of things, working with children of 
all ages. These have included reading, story-telling, helping to 
set up school bookshops, writers! groups, giving informal talks, 
running bookstalls and, more recently, conducting a creative 
writing workshop for the National Out of School' Alliance, 


One exciting development has been the recent formation of a Black 
Studies Group, which hopes to publish a book on people's exper- 
iences on arriving in Britain. We hope to have this publication 
out in the near future, 


Although I've been kept pretty busy I can see scope for further 
development in the coming year. This could take the form of young 
people coming into the project as opposed to me visiting them in 
a structured situation. One of the ways it is hoped to achieve 
this is by setting up a young writers' group, although this is 
still in its embryonic stage, 


Finally, I'd like to thank all those who have helped me since my 
arrival at the Bookplace and look forward to their continuing 
support in the coming year. 


Judy Lesley 
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Financial Statement 1982-5 


The funancial statement presented here is set out ina rather 
more Simplified form than last year. A more detailed’ statement 
will be made available to our Auditors and distributed to the 
new Management Committee. 


Peckham Literacy Centre 


The project has worked under two major difficulties this year. 
There has been a long period of upheaval in the building itself 
and fundraising has become more demanding of time and effort as 
potential sources dry up or are called on by more and more 
organisations under the influence of the recession. The build- 
ing had to be closed entirely for six weeks over the year. For 
this, thwarted customers and students are asked to forgive us. 


The accompanying figures show that money received slightly 
exceeded the running costs of the project, giving us a surplus 
of £792. Fundraising for nearly all the capital expenditure 

was successful, and for this thanks are due to the Greater London 
Council and the London Borough of Southwark and their Women's 
Committees, The extensive restoration, however, cost £2,200 

more than the sum of our grants. This means that we had an 
overall deficit for the year of £1,407. 


The grant from ALBSU ran out in December 1982. It was hoped 
that an I.L.E.A. grant, through Urban Aid, would cover the cost 
of the Numeracy project but the government turned this down. 

We are still waiting to hear if I.L.E.A. can fund this by other 
means. We are also hopeful that the G.L.C. will be able to 
fund part of our publishing work and should know this shortly. 
Over the year the sum raised in grants exceeded the budgeted 
projection of £39,700 by about £10,000. This shows the great 
effort that has gone into fundraising and the benefit that it 
has brought to the Peckham Literacy Centre. 


Looming ahead, however, is the prospect that our major Urban 
Aid grant runs out in March 1984, In the current atmosphere 
in which voluntary projects must thrive, this means that our 
long-term future is insecure. Unless new sources of funding 
are found or new fundraising methods explored, we cannot look 
beyond next year with any confidence. 


The Boackplace 


The Bookplace sspecially has suffered from the disruptions in 
the building from November till March. Many customers were lost 
and sales in the shop fell by 15% over the year. This has also 
meant that our stock was higher at the end of the year than 
would be normal. Since April, however, sales have picked up to 
the necessary level and should continue to improve as our re- 
opening becomes more widely known. If is gratifying to report 
that the hopes expressed in last year's report for large orders 
have been fulfilled. They have gone up a lot, as has the income 
from stalls. This is mainly due to the tireless work of Judy. 


Peckham Publishing Project 


The Publishing Project turned a trading loss of £1,117 in 1981/2 
into a trading profit of £1,894. The interesting fact about 

last year's trading was that only about 30% of sales went through 
the Bookplace; the remainder going through other outlets. This 
partly reflects the drop in sales of the Bookplace because of the 
building work but also the ard work that has gone into promoting 
our publications through other outlets. 
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I am sure that all members of the Management Committee will 
share my thanks and appreciation to everyone at the Bookplace 
for their hard work, resolution and good humour in keeping the 
project going and growing over a particularly difficult year. 
My.own thanks are due to the other members of the Finance 
Committee and, most especially, to Peter Stephens, our Finance 
Worker, who has made my work as Treasurer so undemanding. 


Tom Deveson 
Treasurer. 


PECKHAM LITERACY CENTRE: INCOME & EXPENDITURE 1982/83 
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£ 

Grants and Donations 49,863 
ILEA Fees 13,908 
Sundry Income Dy ide 
Bookplace & P.P.P. 5,000 
Total Revenue Income T5903 
LESS 
Salaries 58,484 
Office expenses 4453 
Literacy Expenses 898 
Premises Expenses 2,186 
Repairs to Equipment 554 
Bank charges 49 
Other 944 
Post 14100 
New Equipment 2,446 

tigi tt 
Revenue Surplus 92 
Capital Income 18,684 

19,476 
Less Capital Expenditure 2, 8S5 
Overall Deficit 1,407 


BOOKPLACE Trading Account 1982/3 
a 
Sales of books 34.540 
Opening stock 42 yOUS 
Purchases 31,698 
43,743 


LESS Closing stock 14,594 








29,149 29,149 
Trading Profit 5,391 
PECKHAM PUBLISHING PROJECT Trading Account 1982/3 
Sales of books ere r= 
Opening stock 2,251 
Purchases 1 ors 
3,924 
LESS Closing stock 2,260 
1,664 1,664 
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BOOKPLACE: 





APRIL 1982 
Shop 

Large Orders 
Stalls 


MAY 


Shop 
Large Orders 
Stalls 


JUNE 

Shop 

Large Orders 
Stalls 

Book Fair 


JULY 


Shop 

Large Orders 
Stalls 

Book Fair 


AUGUST 


Shop 
Large Orders 
Stalls 


SEPTEMBER 
Shop 

Large Orders 
Stalls 


OCTOBER 

Shop 

Large Orders 
stalls 

Book Fair 


NOVEMBER 


Shop 
Large Orders 
Stalls 


1982/3 

1,621.86 

1,161.06 
44.10 


2,827.02 


1g fSe501 
319.31 
160.50 


Soren Seem 


oped, 52 
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2,104.61 
632.74 
99.10 





3,036.45 


2,508.07 
266.47 
65,21 


2,839.75 
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1,769.59 


1,769.59 


1 665.42 
733.64 
468.15 





2,867.21 





1,952.55 
974.29 
473.38 
417.08 


55617 .50 


Veto lel 
994.87 
178.49 


emer 


25,904.67 











SALES & PURCHASES 1982/3 


1981/2 


Teh eee 
265,82 
76.02 


2 goa 15 


1,765.29 
717.42 
260.85 


omnes ar See 


2,743.56 


come 


1,715.64 
450.54 
121.34 
401. 33 


2,688, 85 


es095s 12 
703.54 
B12 
199.03 


3,216.95 





2,012.65 
347.17 
121.60 


23 381,42 





2,008, 83 
300 21 
165.98 


2,475.02 





2,685.94 
O51 fs 
98.09 





3,435.76 
2,644, 26 
2,050.75 

02.78 


See 


4,767.79 


eR ED 


DECEMBER 


Shop 
Large Orders 
Stalls 


JANUARY 


Shop 
Large Orders 
Stalls 


FEBRUARY 


Shop 
Large Orders 
Stalls 


Shop 
Large Orders 
stalls 


1982/3 


4,065.79 
663 435 
566.80 


eeerecensiae seu 


5,495.94 


(poupmmesrescme ae er ce 


1,682.12 
262,28 
277.29 


SE 


2,221.69 








1,789.28 
948.01 
216.71 

2,944.00 
333,93 
304,81 
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TOTAL: 1982/3 


Shop 

Large Orders 
Stalls 

Book Fair 


PURCHASES : 


Bpril 
May 
June 
July 
August 
September 
October 
November 
December 
January 
February 
March 


i 25,588,206 
7,679.95 
2,854.54 

417.08 





345 539..85 





1982/83 


2,580.10 
2,421.58 
2,109.29 
1,265.04 
3,130.00 
2, 224,79 
3,289.78 
4,789.98 
5 4 SOO, OA 
1,024.61 
3,50" 29 
1,784.25 


31,698.35 
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1S fe 
4,302.53 
ot. o5 
91.74 


5,071.62 


2,463.34 
240,82 


2,704.16 


gO oho 
BP wee 


2,562.98 


eee en eR 


peda TD 
Bee oy 
80.11 


2,728.79 


27,667.18 
6,959.47 
1,419.77 

Sie ao 


36 616. 78 


3 407.36 
2, 349. 83 
1,621.40 
4 4526.80 
1,468.75 
2 pS 25 
3,933.64 
3,104,355 
1.697% 2.07 
291 92019 
2,549.09 
1,992.37 


28,213.20 
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OUR FINAL REPORT? 


During the next few weeks two 
pieces of legislation will be 
going through parliament which, 
if passed, will have a devast- 
ating effect on this project as 
well as on all other community 
based organisations in London. 
Education, the arts, services 
for old and young alike will be 
ravaged by the proposed legis- 
lation. 


The two bills are the abolition 
of the GLC and the other Metro- 
politan authorities and the Rate 
Capping Bill. The abolition of 
the GLC would have a direct and 


immediate effect on this project. 


During 1984/85 the Bookplace 
will receive nearly £24,000 in 
grants from the GLC to help 
finance the work of the project. 
But it is not just direct finan- 
cial support which will be 
missed. The GLC are our land- 
lords and we pay a very small 
rent to them for these premises; 
if the GLC go, we will be forced 
to pay a commercial rent for 
this building which could cost 
us £2-3,000 per year at least. 


The GLC will be missed for much 
more than for their financial 
support, however. Over the past 
3 years the GLC have shown 
positive support for community 
initiatives and for the work 
carried out by community-based 
organisations such as ourselves. 
They have also taken real 
initiatives against racism and 
sexism and it is as anorganis- 
ation camoaigning for radical 
social change that the GLC will 
probably be most missed if the 
proposed bill is passed. = 







The second piece of legislation 
is just as insidious and could 
have an even more devastating 
effect on projects such as the 
Bookplace in the long run. The 
Rate-Capping Bill seeks to give 
the power to central government 
to have direct control on the 
amount of money that each local 
authority can spend. The effect 
on the ILEA and Southwark will be 
that they will nave to make 
massive cuts in order to stay 
within the government's spending 
guidelines. For instance, the 
ILEA will have to make savings of 
£120 million; this could spell 
the end of Adult Education in 
London and community education 
projects like the Bookplace will 
close. This year we will get 
£17,000 for our Numeracy work. 
£3,000 for maintenance of the 
building and the staff receive 
approx. £14,000 per year in fees 
for the classes that take place 
at the Bookplace. London Borough 
of Southwark will also give us 
£28,500 for this year. Without 
these grants the project will not 
be able to survive, at least in 
jts present form. The education 
and publishing will certainly 
have to stop. 


It is essential that everyone who 
cares for the work of this 
project and for the work of the 
many similar projects all over 
London make their views known to 
M.PsS, Tocal council lors,etec. 
and to anyone who can influence 
the government to persuade then 
to change their minds over the 
proposed legislation. If not, 
this could be the last Bookplace 


mannuai report! 


Peter Stephens 


Peckham Publishing Project is an open 
group meeting monthly. New members are 
welcome to help read writing submitted, 
decide what to publish and help produce 
the books. 


This year we have 3 new books out, 2 
out soon, 4 reprints and more writing 
than ever in the pipeline... 





NEW BOOKS 


MARCELLUS 

by Lorraine Simeon 

illustrated by Yinka (90p) 

Marcellus is 4 and starting school. 

What will the other children think 

of his locks? °A story book for 

young children, with illustrations in colour 
(published June 1 '84) 








THE TIMES OF OUR LIVES GODFERS 
by Peckham People's History (£2.50) by Jim Allen (£1.50) 
Growing up in the Southwark area. Stories from a Bermondsey childhcoa. 


(published Jan 1 '84) (published Jan 1 '84) 


OUT SOON 
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"So this is England" is a 
collection of writing by Book- 
place users and SELTEC students 
about coming to Britain. Most 
of the authors came to Britain 
from the Caribbean. The book 
also inciudes pieces about 
coning to this country from 
Ireland, Italy and Africa. "So 
this is England" is edited oy a 
Black Studies group which has 
been meeting at the Bookplace 
for over a year as a Southwark 
Institute class. The group is 
made up of contributors to the 
book and convened by Judy Leslie 
our Youth & Schools worker. 


Chapters include writing about 
leaving home and arriving in 
Britain, housing, work, memories 
of back home and education. The 
writing is illustrated with 
photocranhs researched and chosen 
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So This Is England 


by the editorial group. Joe 
Olubo, an artist who lives 
locally, contributed a specially 
designed cover. The overall 
design and layout are by Ray 
Uter, a freelance graphic artist 
who also lives locally and has 
worked with the Publishing 
Project before. 


"So this is England" is not only 
the result of a group working at 
the Bookplace but also meets a 
deniand fron our customers and 
from many students and teachers 
in the schools and colleges we 
visit. We intend it as cust a 
beginning. The Black Studies 
group has become a permanent 
fixture and plans to extend its 
membership and subject matter 
next year. 





We are a group of Black Women 
that attend the Bookpiace for 
various reasons. We were asked 
if we would be interested in 
making a board book for the 
unaer fives. 


The book is about Black children 
going and attending various 
activities. The photographer 
comes from Blackfriars pnoto- 
graphy project; their names are 
Vivien and Neil. We get to- 
gether as a group to discuss 
what we feel would be the best 
features to interest the under 
fives. We decided that we should 
have pictures that are siniple 
and easy for a child to reiate 
to. So we began with pictures 
Suen .as:— 


Writing in the pipeline.. 


OUT SOON 


Our Kids 


A board book for 
the under-fives 


-Mothers and children going to 
the laundry. 

-Mothers and chiicren going to 
the supermarket. 

-Mothers buying shoesfor a young 
chi ld. 

-Mothers collecting daughter 
from schooi with sister. 


And these are only a few ideas 
that have been suggested. Many 
of the pictures had to be retaken 
because mistakes were discovered 
when we were looking at them and 
we were dissatisfied with the 
results. 


Also the pictures are in colour 
and we are now about to get to- 
gether and select the pictures 
that are being used for the book 
and we hope to have it finished 
and published within the next 
few months. The Scuthwark Race 
Equality Unit has given us the 
money to publish this book. 


Millie Richards 


we now have over 200 manuscripts in our files. Writing under consideration 
for future books includes stories featuring children of tiixed race, an 
autobiography about growing up in Jamaica from 1914, a collection of 
writing by young women and girls, children's stories in parallel mother 
tongue/English texts, poems by local writers and a novel about coming 


to Britain from the Caribbean. 


PECKHAM WRITERS GROUP 


Pecknar. Writers have been ineet- 'GRANDMA' 
ing at the Bookplace every 
Monday at 7.30p.m. for 6 years. Granamna 
We are preparing a book and have She liked 
taxenpart in several local Rhinestones 
public readings recently. Bright white flashes 
To dazzle ana delight her eyes 
Like cue Peckham Publishing And i would bring them to her 
Project and the People's History And her bird bright eyes would 
group, we are a menber of the g liner 
Federation of Worker Writers and nnd she would coo 
dim to give workers and the un- "Them's pretty, 
employed the opportunity to be Ain't they Hon 
published and encouragement in I'll wear them 
developing their writing. Té church." 
And then I would help her 
If you write, or want to write, To put them on 
-anything at all- come along and And she would stroke thei 
Find out wnat we are like. We © And smile 
are not sure of curselves but we And tiy eyes too 
all enjoy Monday nights and ever- would catch the bright promise 
thing else we do together. Ard I too would fly feather light 
Over some gem bright world 
"LIVING ON GLOUCESTER' Of enierald trees 
Opal streanis 
The smell of warm pee Diamond and ruby roses 
Permeates And we would giggle 
From the lift floor that's Like young girls 
Porous Sitting on the big feather bed 
Round the iron walls And burrow deeper into the oid 
Ingraffitiable . jewelery box. 


Ungratifying, this place 

Though the doors grate 

On the floors SYBIL MADRIGAL 
That resound 

As we walk 


Every sound 
Booming 
Fromi one end to the other 


Boomerangs 
From one estate te another 


From one view of netted glass 
and other peoples privacy 


To anotner, 
And ancther. 


Alison Clayburn 





EDUCATION PROJECT 


This year has seen some exciting Enrolment levels are similar to 
new developments in the previous years but people are 
Education Project. using the project more intensively. 
* For the first time, we've The majority of students are 
been able to offer people the involved inniore than one group, 
opportunity to come to classes and many are in several; for 
for a solid block of 11 hours, instance, someone may be in Return 
spread over 3 days; to Study, Numeracy, Computer 
* We've seen the beginning of Classes and be one of the group 
computer classes, opening up a involved with making a children's 
whole new area of basic book. 
education; . 
* Students are taking a more The very high level of unemploy- 
and more active part in the run- ment in Southwark must have sotie- 
ning of the project; thing to do with this. Where a 
* The Drop-in Numeracy Project, few years ago people had a reason- 
which had an uncertain future able chance of moving on to jobs, 
after the ending of its ALBSU educational or training courses 
funding, has been taken over by once their literacy and numeracy 
ILEA on a permanent basis. skills (or their confidence) 
reached a certain level, conipet- 
At the same time, the basic ition for jobs and training is now 
pattern of classes has continued so intense that it takes enormous 
unchanged. There have been a Tuck to be successful. Instead, 
number of changes amongst full people are throwing their energies 
and part-time tutors, but into educating thenselves, and 
despite this there's been a sense into community activities. 
of continuity: There always 
seem to be a few people in each This also means that inore of the 
group, students or tutors, who people using the project are not 
have been at the Bookplace for working at the leve: of basic 
years and can pass on the way literacy and numeracy.Altnougn 
things have been done before. Rturn to Study is the best exaniple 
cf this deveiopient, every group 
As more groups come into exist- has stuaents with a very wide 
ence (People's History in 1982, range of achievement working side 
Black Studies in '83, Drop-in by side, setting us all the 
Numeracy in 1981, the VPP chalienge of finding ways of 
Project in Oct. 1983 and working together which meet every 
Computer classes in May 1984), body's needs. As well, more 
space becomes more and more of students are becoming involved 
a problem. Every room that can with the project as a whole, 
be used for teaching is now in largely through the monthly stud- 
use for most of the week. The 2 ent meetings. Students now 
women-only groups (ESL and control the student fund, aFe 
Return to Study) work in the beginning to set up groups run by 
women's room. This isn't ideal, themselves, and are making 
as it prevents the room being demands on the people who wiork in 
used for other purposes and it's the project. 


barely big enough for a teaching 
group. The other 2 rooms are 
hardly spacious, and as there are 
very few tines in the week when 
there aren't 2 groups at work, it 
becones harder to find a space 
where people can work on their 
own (for instance, with a tape 
recorder) or where a tutor and a 
student can have a private con- 

8 versation. 





start as an adult beginner you 


On a more gloomy note, we are have a long road to travel, and 
already feeling the effects of one of the most encouraging 

the cuts. The VPP group will things we've seen this year is 
not be refunded by the MSC after people who qppeared to have gone 
July. The hours for our computer as far as they could suddenly 
classes are having to be begged making renewed progress. 

and borrowed from sympathetic Because it's afriendly and mut- 
friends in Southwark AEI. We've ually supportive group, new 
already been warned of a 10% cut students feel immediately at 

for the academic year 1985-86. home and people help each other 
We need to be looking now for and work together unprompted. 
alternative sources of funding A group with as many beginners as 
before it's too late. this one shouldn't work but it 


| [Mon DAY | ruespay FRIDAY 


* Numeracy 








* Literacy a a D0. x VP-P: 
x V-P- 


K ReTurn toStudy ¥ Reople’s History K Black Hodiges 


x Literacy 


« Writers Group 








LITERACY does, because everyone in the 


group feels responsible for what 
If you want to find out what's goes on, and the tutors' role 
involved in putting a book tog- becomes mainly that or organizer 
ether, or what writing weekends and co-ordinator. A number of 
are all about, or just how to people in this group too, are 
work together in a group - come fluent readers and writers. For 
to the evening literacy group a time they worked separately, 
where most of the group have been “but have now rejoined the main 
coming to classes here for group. The differences in skills 
several years. It's a good isn't important when issues are 
place to ask what groups like being discussed and experience 
this are all about. People come shared and, with 3 tutors, and a 
to see friends made over the Supportive group, it's possible 
years and have an evening out, to work flexibly enough to allow 
but they also come because impr- for everybody's needs. 
oving their literacy skills 
matters to them very much. If you The day time group, by contrast, 


began the year with 2 new tutors 
and a completely new group. It has 
now become settled and established 
and works in a Wery similar way. 
We're at present producing our 
issue of the student magazine and 
hope to finish the year by bringing 
out a bookiet of our writing. 





RETURN TO STUDY 


Return to Study has continued this 
year as a dynamic, exciting group. 
It has become an all-women group, 
initially by accident and then, by 
design, because we realized the 
potential for discussion and writ- 
ing when women-only groups are 
formed. This year we have offered 
the option of coming to the class 
for 6 hours a week, rather than 4. 
This has not been overly taken up, 
largely because of other commitments 
in the women's lives. 


Women join the group usually as a 
first step to going on to other 
further education. The class has 
become a place to improve writing 
and reading skills, to gain con- 
fidence and generally to enjoy and 
learn from the discussions we have 
with each other. Many of the women 
in the class have become involved 
in other parts of the project; for 
example, working in the shop, 
teaching in the computer and num- 
eracy class, organizing student 
meetings, eee in produc- 
ing 2 new books - the Black 
children's picture book and the 
‘Coming to Britain' 


Again this year, some women are 
sitting for the 0 Level English 

for Mature Students exam. The 
decision to 'do exams' at the 
Bookplace or not, has become a 
contoversial one, as yet unresolv- 
ed. Some students feel they would 
like there to be a special 0 Level 
class, while most of the workers, 
and other students, feel that there 
are plenty of places where you can 
sit for exams (colleges, institutes) 
The Bookplace has limited resources 
and since we were set up to provide 
an alternative service to that 
which is offered at a college etc, 
we should stick to what we're 

good at. 


ox 
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book of writings. 


ESL 


The ESL class has continued as 

in previous years, 2 mornings a 
week, and for women only. It is 
a small class but important for 
the women who attend it, not only 
for learning english but also as 
a friendly, supportive place 
where they can come to talk 

about their lives. (It's amaz- 
ing how little english you need 
to talk about yourself!). Women 
in the class come from Nigeria, 
Bangladesh, Colombia, Vietnam, 
Iran, Ghana, Australia ....It is 
fascinating to compare and 
contrast each other's customs and 
culture, particularly with 

regard to women. 





I have been trying, this year, to 
get the students more involved 
with other things going on at 

the Bookplace as, in the past, 
the ESL group has been rather 
isolated. This is beginning to 
happen now - with the advent of 
th2 student meetings and the 
computer classes. 


NUMERACY 


There are 2 kinds of numeracy 
classes at the Bookplace. One 
of these is the 'drop-in' scheme 
where people drop into the Book- 
place when they have a particular 
problem in numeracy. The drop- 
in was funded originally as a 
special development project by 
ALBSU. This ended last year and 
forunately ILEA have taken over 
the funding, giving us our first 
secure education post. The 
other class is funded by South- 
wark Institute. 


Attendance at the classes is 
good, and the atmosphere is 
usually very easy. People work 
and chat at the same time. 
Although a number of numeracy 
students also do literacy at the 
Bookplace, many students want to 
work just on their numeracy. We 
also provide back-up for people 
taking 0 Level classes elsewhere 


Most of the tutors this year 

were gaining their first teaching 
experience and we are quite 
pleasantly surprised at the 
success of the classes. One of 
the most pleasing aspects of this 
is that we now have students 
working as tutors. 


COMPUTERS 


The last month has seen the 
arrival of the much-awaited for, 
much talked about, Computers. 
Thanks go to the GLC Conputer 
Unit and John Willis who did the 
ground work and negotiations 
with the GLC. Apart from the 
Torch, the business computer 
which will make shop work quicker 
anc more efficient, we have 5 
EBC Micros, to use for teaching 
purposes. 





We have already begun classes on 
computer awareness. The aim of 
the classes is to familiarize 
people with the machines and 
learn a little about what you can 
do with them. These classes 

were open to Bookplace students 
only and were, predictably, full 
within hours of the list goiny 


up 


We also want the computers to be 
available on a more informal 

basis outside a class and this 

1s occuring initially as part of 
the drop-in Numeracy session,on 
Tuesday afternoons. Next year, 
funding permitting, we hope to run 
more computer classes, altnough we 
have to remeniber the space limitat- 
ions of our buildiny. 


THE VPP GROUP 


The VPP (Voluntary Projects Program) 
class at the Bookplace was funded 

by the MSC, under an agreement with 
NFVLS (National Federation of 
Voluntary Literacy Schemes). 3 
other London literacy schemes also 
got the funding. This gave students 
the opportunity for the first time 
to work together as a group for 11 
hours a week. This extra tine has 
meant that the group can follow up 
subjects they are interested in and 
their own program of work with the 
tutors. 


KRKKKKKKKKK 


The VPP group started at the Book- 
place in November. We meet together 
for 11 hours every week to do Maths 
and English. Nearly all the 
students are women. We think this 
is because the classes are held in 
the daytime and there is a creche. 


Since the group has been together 
we've talked and read about a lot 

of different topics. We started off 
with Education, because it seems 
that everyone, when they come back 
to learning as adults, wants to 
think about their past experiences 
in school and the way the education 
system seems to stop a lot of people 
learning as much as they would like, 
or stops them from learning the 
kinds of things that they feel are 
important. We also have students 

in the group who never had the 
chance to go to school much. We've 
also worked on Women and the Family, 
and a lot of interesting: things 

were written about marriage, work 
and childbirth. Last term we had 

a Jamaican woman to visit the group 
to teach us about Afro-Caribbean 
history. 11 


We've been to Madame Tussauds, 
on a demonstration against 
rate-capping and education cuts, 
and we're going to the Common- 
wealth Institute to see the 
Great Zimbabwe Exhibition. 


We think everyone in the group 
has made progress and gained 

a lot of confidence and that 

we have learned from each other. 
Next year, one of the students 
wants to go on a course 

to learn to be an electrician 
and another woman wants to go 
On a carpentry course. Another 
student is working towards 
getting on an Access Course for 
teacher-training and another 
wants to go to college to do 

0 Levels. 


We are worried that the VPP 
course won't be run next year, 
because the MSC may not give us 
the money to continue. -We think 
this will be a great shame. 
Some people in the group might 
want to come back to carry on 
studying and we are sure that 
there are plenty of othere 
people who would cone if the 

- course was held again. 


Stella Tapp and Jane Marriott 





| REALLY WANTED “ Be A MECHANIC. 
BOT THERE WERE No AFFRENTICESHME {ok WOMEN 


12 





We are, of course , brimming over 
with ideas for future developments 
in the education project:- 

-we'd like to see more student 
writing produced cheaply and 
regularly for circulation to other 
schemes 

-we're planning a series of iday 
workshops open to students and 
workers on such subjects as how to 
run groups 

-we'd Tike to see more groups 
setting themselves up, with or 
without a tutor, to work on areas 
of particular interest 

-we'd Tike to run a more intens- 
ive women's study/discussion group 
one day a week 

-we'd like to see a drop-in 
literacy class running parallel 
with drop-in numeracy 

-above all, we want to see more 
stucgents being involved in all 
aspects of the project, as users, 
Managers and workers:we plan to 


make ourselves redundant before 


the government does it for us! 


There have been a lot of staffing 
cnanges over the last two years, 
and we see this year as a time of 
consolidation, when we have 
concentrated on building up strong 
groups, and working out together 
with the students what we want to 
do and how to organise ourselves. 
We've been looking mainly inwards, 
and have had relatively little 
contact with other schemes and 
groups. Next year we hope we will 
look outwards too, and become more 
involved again with workshops, 
Reading Evenings and other 
activities. 

Job definitions are changing 
within the full time staff as 

more of us get involved in the 
teaching side of the Bookplace. 

We have always felt we were one 
project; that publishing, shop 

and teaching were complementary 

to each other. The more we all 
become involved in all aspects 

of the work, the more this 

pecomes a reality. 


alison Hay, Barbara Bloch, 
Lascelles Dixon 


Youth & Schools Work 


Since the last newsietter there 
have been a few changes in the 
content of my work. 


The work of making local schools 
aware of our exist nce and the 
services we offer has been 
successful in that more schools 
are now using the bookshop and 
ordering their books from us. 
Cften teachers bring in or send 
students along to check out what 
resources we can offer especially 
for project work. When I visit 
schools I find that the project 
is becoming well enough known 
for me to have to leave out my 
starting question, "Do any of 
you know the Bookplace?" Too 
many hands go up! 


Another area of work has been 

the supervision of bookstalls at 
conferences and exhibitions, 
quite a few of these taking place 
outside the Scuthwark area. 

chis underlines the need for 





community bookshops in all parts 
of London as an important part 
of local services. 


Other involvements have been 
counselling sessions with young 
people-mostly school age- who 
are experiencing difficulties at 
nome or in school. Also a Black 
Studies Group started up at the 
Bookplace meeting on Fridays. We 
are presently working on a book 
entitled "So this is England" 
which will be published in the 
very near future. A list of 
possible topics has been agreed 
as a starting point for next 
term's work. 


Although I had hoped to develop 

Youth Work within the Bookplace, 

this has been impractical due to 

the lack of space. I have had 

to confine myself to outreach 

work in the locality. However, 

this continues to be one of my 
objectives for the future. 

ypeecnccmses JC Y Leslie 
a: 
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CRECHE 





Let's Start optimisticaliy. I'm 
still here and enjoying myself! 
First of all a big thank-you to 
all the students who helped me 
decorate the creche during the 
Easter holidays and to Anne-Marie's 
mum for donating the curtains that 
provisied just the right finishing 
touch and incidentally .keep 
Richard's son Ben amused when he 
comes to visit us on Wednesday 
mornings. 


When I started at Bookplace I used 
to consider the creche full when 
we had five or six children in it. 
These days the demand has grown so 
large that we now have a 
considerable waiting-list. I am 
sure that the newly decorated 
creche may play sone small part in 
this but most of the credit must 
go to all the new classes the 
Bookplace is now able to offer. 


Unfortunately despite several 
attempts at applying for a grant 
for a new creche we have as yet 
not been lucky. This leaves us 
with the unhappy situation of 
being able to offer classes to 
students that they cannot attend 
because we have no creche places! 
Isn't it about time that students! 
needs were properly attended to? 


The students and I are 
enthusiastically making the best 
of what would otherwise be a very 
depressing situation. 


Mary Hartley 


How Students’ Meetings came about 


Tutors wanted students to have more 
power in the running of the 
vookplace. They wanted to give us 

a chance to start up new classes, 
‘and play a larger part in deciding 
what we should do in the classes. 


As a result of all this the first 
students' meeting was held on the 
evening of the fourth of March. 
This first meeting was a great 
success, nearly all the students 
attended along with members attended 
along with members of staff and a 
member of the Management Committee. 
All the students were enthusiastic, 
we all had suggestions to make 
about how we felt things at the 
Bookplace could be improved. 
Everyone had something to say, and 
by the end of the meeting we were 
all very happy with the outcome. 


in our next meeting on the 4th April 
it was decided by the students that 
we should join the National 
Students Association. Two members 
cf the NSA attended this meeting 

to te!l us about the NSA and what 
we could expect if we joined. A 
contact person was selected. 
Student representatives have been 
invited to attend meetings and go 
on weekends with the NSA. 


Some of the other things that have 
come out of the meetings we have 
had so far are starting our own 
magazine, students taking over the 
money in the students' fund, and 
workshops on various subjects.A 
Suggestion Box has been started , 
in case some of us wish to remain. 
anonymous. 


We all feel that things have 
improved since the setting up of 
the students' meetings. Now we are 
more aware of each other and are in 
a better position to help each 
other. As the Bookplace is here for 
the benefit of the people who use 
it, these meetings give us an 
opportunity to influence how things 
are done here. We hope that the 
meetings will continue to be a 

help and a success for all. 


Kate Dowdall,Pearl B rnard, 
Selina Sharpe. 





A Customer's 
view 


This has got to be my nost 
favourite bookshop. The place 
is full of good books, espec- 
iaily the sort that I like to 
read (0.K. 0.K. I know I do*more 
reading than buying) and the 
staff are most helpful and 
friendly. 


Quite recently I took u ‘friend 
along on one of ny visits and 
how delighted she was on finding 
a cookbook with all the recipes 
from her native country. As a 
matter of fact one can certainly. 
find books covering a variety of 
subjects to suit different cust- 
omers. The topics range from 
politics to alternative medicine 
and from pop music books to 
African an Caribbean studies. 
All ethnic and ag¢e groups are 
catered for. 


The Bookplace is niore than just 
a bookshop, however, as it also 
provides otner services in the 
community such as a literacy 
program, etc. But whether 
you've read a book or not 
recently you should still pop 
into this good bookshop for 4 
fine selection of books and good 
service from a fine staff. 


So try it nuh. 


Dennis E Williams, Esq. 15 
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FINANCE REPORT 












PECKHAM LITERACY CENTRE. BUDGET 1984/85. 








GRANTS 


London Borough Of Southwark £28,500 
Greater London Arts Association 4,000 
GLC Arts: Salary 9,000 
GLC Grants-Sub. 11,800 
ILEA Numeracy 17,000 
ILEA Maintenance 3,000 
Covenanted Fees 14,000 
ILEA Youth Office 1,400 







Income from booksales 7,000 





95,760 






Publishing 

Income from sales £7,500 
Grants from GLC 2,800 
Grant from LBS 8,900 








19,200 






Less 
Production Costs 16,500 











2,700 


Other 1,800 





100,200 
EXPENDITURE 


Salaries 89,000 
Office Expenses 6,400 
Premises Expenses 3,900 
Repairs to premises 2,000 








101,300 
Projected Deficit 


— 





The financial year 1983/84 ended 
with a deficit of about £8,500 
(subject to audit). This was 
partly due to the delay in the 
GLC's decision to award us a 
grant and which was not finally 
approved until April 1984. 
Another factor was the buiiding 
work which was finished in May 
1983 and cost considerably more 
than we had beer able to fund- 
raise for. This deficit will 
have to be fundraised for this 
year. It also *90k the bookshop 
some little time to come back 
into public notice after the 
departure cf the builders, and 
this meant that our income from 
the shop in the early part of 
the financial year was rather 
below average. However, the 
projected deficit in last year's 
report was for nearly £17,000 
and this was reduced by nearly 
half, thanks to great efforts in 
fundraising by ail the workers. 


SOURCE 


London Borough of 
Souchwark. 
Conmunity Affairs 


£28,500 


Comm. 





Greater London Arts 


Association. 
GLC Arts Conm. 


ILEA Numeracy 17,000 


GLC Grant Sub-Coinm 


ILEA Maintenance 


A 


bh 


iL 


mm 


Youth Cffice 


Covenanted ILEA Fees 
Income from booksailes 
end publications. 


14,00G 


G, voo 


INCOME 








The picture for this year is much 
brighter. The figures for 1984-5 
show that we will probably break 
even with a minimum of fund- 
raising effort. This is largely 
due to the generosity of the GLC 
in grants for publishing and 
administration. 
Set cut below is a 
our income and how 


breakdown of 
jt is used. 


te 


Once again, on behalf of the 
Management Committee, I'd like 
thank everyone at the Bookpiace 
for their many tireless contrib- 
utions towards keeping the 
project financially alive and 
growing, and a special word of 
thanks to Peter Stephens. 


tO 


There will be draft accounts for 
1983/4 available at the A.G.M. 


TOM DEVESGN. TREASURER. 


USE 


Contributes to the 
salaries of 4 workers 
and running expenses for 
booksnop. 


Publishing and literary 
activities at the Book- 
place and the salary of 
tne Publishing worker. 


Numeracy work at tne 
Bookplace including the 
Salary of the numeracy 
worker. 


Administration including 
Salary of the finance 





worker. 

Contribution towards the 
running costs of tne 
buiitding. 

Contribution to Youth & 


Schoois work. 


Contribution to salary 
costs and running 
expenses of the building. 





If you join you can attend General Meetings and take 
part in the policy and decision-making, as well as 
the election of the Management Committee. 


You will also get a copy of our booklist “‘Good 
Books for Children’’ and any other booklists as they 
come out. 


You may also booka small meeting room for a nominal 
fee. 


YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE WILL HELP TO ENSURE THE 
FUTURE OF YOUR LOCAL BOOKSHOP 


\/we would like to become a member of the BOOKPLACE 
NAME/Osganisatian 


Scere ome esceeonronsenesesssesessseeseneronsesenn 


ADDRESS 


Coes erro eee e ens eaee need sO EEO O HOHE E HEE T EE EE EEE EE EOE LET OH EREREDDES ED EELEORESEBOOLEe 


Amount enclosed £.....cceeess 
(Please make cheques payable to Peckham Literacy Centre) 


ORGANISATIONS:£7.50 INDIVIDUALS: £2.00 NON-WAGED: £1.00 
13 Peckham High Street, London SE15 





of whole hae 
cometh frope- 
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ANOTHER 8 YEARS? 


a 


In last year's Annual Report, we 
talked about the danger posed to 
the Bookplace- and to most other 
voluntary projects in London- by 
the possible abolition of the 
GLC and by rate-capping. 


Abolition now looks almost cer- 
tain and, although the worst 
effects of rate-capping have yet 
to be felt, March 1986 is going 
to be crunch-time for the Book- 
place. As can be seen from the 
budget for 1985/6 (page 14), we 
are going to receive about 
£25,000 from the GLC in the 
current year; our other major 
funders- the ILEA and London 
Borough of Southwark- are rate- 
capped authorities and the full 
effects of rate-capping will be 
Pelt in Tooo es  Prerects “tawe 
the Bookplace can expect little 
if any of the £16 million prom- 
ised by the government to re- 
place the arts funding provided 
at present by the GLC; this 
money is ear-marked by the Arts 
Council for the big prestige art 
houses and theatres like the 
National Theatre and the Royal 
Opera House. There appears to 
be no other source ot statutory 
money that projects like us can 
turn. to for funding. 


If we are to survive in anything 
like our present level of 
activity, we must Took to other 
sources of fundiny and to other 
methods of raising money. Over 
the next year the Bookplace 
hopes to start its own lottery 
in Peckhan which we hope will 
raise about £5,000 per year. We 
are also looking at ways to ex- 
tend our trading activities by, 
for instance, starting up a 
library supply service for 
libraries in South London in 
conjunction with the Bookboat in 
Greenwich. If run proerly, this 
business could generate a con- 


siderable amount of money for us. 





However, this is a iong-term 
idea and unlikely to generate 
much income next year. We have 
to find new ways of raising 
money in the short and medium 
term. 


Business sponsorship» i$ not an 
option open to us, businesses 

are unlikely to want to give 
money to small projects like us- 
most local businesses are strug- 
glingto find enough money to 
keep going themselves at present! 


If we are unable to find these 
new ways of earning money, all 
the work described in the rest 
of this report will cease. We 
welcome any ideas from our 
friends and supporters about how 
to raise money for the project. 
Help us save the Bookplace; we 
have proved our value as a 
community resource over the past 
8 years. Help us in our fight 
to keep ourselves- and the work 
which we do- going for another 8 
years and more! 














NEWS FROM THE SHOP 


During the past year in the book- 
shop there has been a change in 
demand by regular users. As a 
result, we have decided to close 
down some sections and expand 
others. To this end, the peotry 
and plays, sports and hobbies, 
music aid psychology sections 
have been closed, thus enabling 
us to expand our education, black 
fiction and non-fiction and 
children's sections. 


The comprehensive collection of 
titles we offer in basic educat- 
ion,black and multi-cultural 
children's books nave attracted 
schools, colic,es and libraries, 
not only in Lendon but as far- 
flung as Somerset and Yorkshire. 
It is gratifyiny to know that we 
are achieving some of the object- 
ives that the project set in 
encouraging these institutions to 
provide books that truly reflect 
the society we live in. 


One of tiie iwost useful ways of 
informing potential buyers of our 
existence has always been the 
stalls that we have run at various 
events throughout the country 


and although we tray riot sell a 
great number cf books at the time 
buyers remember our stock and 

and contact us when they are 
ready to spend their budget for 
the year or if they are organ- 
ising an evens themselves. 


we continue to set up bookstalls 
throughout the country in con- 
juncticn with the Adult Literacy 
and Ba ic Skills Unit (ALBSU) 
exhibi ions. This summer, our 
worker have been invited for the 
second year running, to set up a 
stall an Edindurgh during: the 
world-fanious Edinburgh Festival. 
We have also been invited to sell 
books in Bradford for an ALBSU 
cenference and at the Drill Hall 
in Central London for a 2 week 
event to celebrate Black women's 
creativity. 


1 niention these stalls in par- 
ticular because they are in 
aadition to our usual invitations 
to local one day sunmer festivals 


TONDON BOROUGH 
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set up by local projects, Soutn- 


wark Council and the GLC. Althogh 
these events all take time and 
energy in planning and carrying 
out and indeed involve the workers 
in a great deal of work in their 
own time, we will hopefully see 
thie results in. our sales figures 
for next year as the good rep- 
utation of the Bookplace is spread 
even further afield. 


We are grateful to Southwark 
Women's Centre based opposite the 
project not only for feeding and 
watering the female workers and 
students daily, but also for 
placing an immense order for books 
with us to stock their new 


li . 
ibrary Anne-Marie Johnson 


Southwark Institute 
Bookshop 


The Queens Road Bookshop has been 
running quite sioothly. It is a 
small shop which suppies books 
for the students and Southwark 
Institute. The shop is open for 
© hours each week. The sales 


vary according to the time of year. 


It was suggested at a meetiny 
that pecause the Bookshop is 

just a small room the students 
tend to pass by and not enter th« 
room. The books should be put ol. 
display vine the, Corridors, Mes 
has been a great success. The 
students now stop and look at the 
books and either buy or make 
enquiries. 


The ‘shop Stocks ‘a: large Selection 
of books which are supplied from 
the Bookplace. The books that 
have sold well this year are the 
children's, Black Women's, Second 
Hand and also the educaational 
books. The Institute have 
provided us with a number of large 
orders which have all been filled. 
There was a book sale in September 
when the Southwark Instiute 
tutors took over the shop. 
Was da greday SUCCESS. 


eMaeS 


Sion Lewis 


ARRIVALS & 
DEPARTURES 


Over the past year there have 
been a few departures of well- 
known Bookplace faces and 
arrivalsof new ones. The best- 
known departure was John Willis 
who started up the Bookplace 8 
Vy erat Sy ‘arg 0's ee sWedaes- "ieee 
imagination and persistence that 
got the project started and his 


drive has helped keep it going 
over these 8 years. John has 
Gane “ott. to work in, su ninies 
parts: Newham! Welcome to Susanne 
Overton-Edwards who will be 
starting an August as the new 


full-time Numeracy Worker. 


[PataelienclOrersi Sie mKGnlOWierener ee 


Sue Youthed, who has taught here 
part-time for a number of years, 
hase alco betts: we will all macs 
her calmness and sensitivity as 
welll sas her teaching, abil ity 
Stella Tapp and Jane Marriott who 
taught here inthe. Bias. we 
Education Project (which is 
funded by the MSC) have both left 
to be replaced by Yvonne Wallace 
and Obi Aligbe. 


Finally, Anne-Marie Johnson is 
having a baby in September; the 


new creche will be ready just in 
Billdcas 


GOOD LUCK 
ANNE-MARIE 
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PECKHAM PUBLISHING PROJECT 


Peckham Publishing Projegt pro- 
duces books by and for people 

in the Southwark area. It is run 
by a group of local people who 
read everything that comes in, 
decide what to publish and get 
books ready for printing. The 
Publishing Group is open to all 
local people. Up to now we have 
brought out Children's Books, 
Black people's writing, People's 


MARCELLUS by Lorraine Simeon 
with illustrations by Yinka. 
Marcellus is four and starting 
school.What will the other chil- 
aren think,ot-nas- "locks? = Tire 
book tells, in verse, how he 
gets on. MARCELLUS was one of 
tne runners-up in the Under-6 
category for The Other Award 

for Children's Books.Fol lowing 
its success,Lorraine and Yinka 
have published "Jilly and Fred", 
another children's book,and two 
poster-poens for young children. 
MARCELLUS was launched at Stock- 


well Road School, where Lorraine's 


daughters go and where she got 
the idea for the original poen. 





Lorraine Simeon, authoress of 
'MARCELLUS', reading the story to 
children at the launch party for 
the book. 





History and Women's writing. Some 
ef our books are by students at 
The Bookplace. We usually give 
priority to writing about. focal 
people's real-life experiences. 


In the last year we have publ- 
istied three books. Some press 
comments on them appear with 
this article. The books are 
(in order of publication):- 





Lorraine has also become known 
for her personal appearances and 
children's writing workshoos in 
schools. Contact her via The 
Bookplace and we will puss on 
messages. We celebrated NMARCELLUS 
in Southwark at a Children's 
Party at North Peckham Civic 
Centre on June 10,1985. 


This was also the occasion for 
the launching of OUR KIDS by 
Millie,Audrey,Verna,Selina,Pearl, 

arnen,Rhona,Mary an aine. 

7S a board boo or young 

children, featuring Black children 
and their daily lives. Produced by 
the children's mothers,it incl- 
udes photos taken at the swimm- 
ing pool,out shopping,at tne 
laundretie, bathing the baby,at 
scnool,at tne dentist,at the 
hairdresser,on the swings and 

ae Nome. ty is: ene tryst “book oF 
its kind and has had an over- 
wielming respons2,both in terms 5 











The women who produced 'OUR KIDS' plus their children who appeared 





in the book being presented at the launch party for the book 


of sales and widespread interest. 
The authors have appeared on the 
radio proyranmes "Blac Londoners" 
and "Rice and Peas" and featured 
on the front cover of Dragon's 
Teeth, the magazine of the Nat- 
ional Committee against Racism in 
Children's Books.200 children 
fron schools throughout our area 
came to the Taunciiing party,at 
which there were appearances by 
the authors and their children, 
Lorraine Simeon and David Moses 
(musician and storyteller). 


Our third book of the year is 

SO THIS IS ENGLAND by the Black 
Studies Group.It contains writing 
by thirty authors,divided into 
sections on Coming to Britain, 
Housing,Work,Education and Meniories. 
Each section is illustrated with 
photos.A special feature is the 
beautiful cover design by Joe 

Olubo of Streetprints.The response 
to SG THIS...has been as enthusias- 
tic as to the chiidren's books 

and media coverage has included 
interviews on "Black Londoners" 

and Channel Four's "Black on Black". 
S& THIS IS ENGLAND was launched 

at The Albany Tneatre on June 30, 
with readings fron the book,poetry 
from Martin Glin,dance from Trio 
Sensation and live music from 
Starret Francois. 
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BOOKS TO BE 


Work in progress includes a book 
of writing by Young Women and a 
children's book about Denise and 
Louise,two girls of mixed race whc 
volunteer to look after Shane, 
their neighbour Harry's dog,while 
Harry is in hospital.We will also 
be publishing the autobiography of 
George Richards,a leading member 
of the Black Elderly Group South- 
wark.MILK RIVER,one of our early 
books,is being reprinted in a new 





Some of the 150 children who came 
to the launch party of 'OUR KIDS' 
enjoying the entertainment. 












































edition with fresn photos,a new 
cover anu some new writing. 


These are only the firstvof the 
books the Publishing Group has 
prioritized for publication.In 
all there are seven on our pr- 
eset Iist,.$0 asefar cas iiater ial 
goes,Peckham Publishing Project 
is in excellent health.Our over- 
all sales are also higher than 

in previous years:we took on 
Floyd Codlin as Part-time Dist- 
ribution Worker in February '85 
to help process the extra orders. 
These facts make the threats to 
our funding from the abolition 

of the GLC,the effects of rate- 
Capping on the London Borough of 
Southwark and cuts in Arts spen- 
ding on Greater London Arts part- 
icularly damaging. Local writing 
is thrivingslts market is “growing. 
We need support to defeat central 
government attempts to destroy 
the expression of this aspect of 
local culture. 


*Vote:Peckham Publishing Project 
books are avatlable by mail 
ovder from The Bookplace as well 
as tn our shop and other book- 
shops.Detatls of those menttoned 
here are: 

* MARCELLUS:£1.265/90p 

2 GOUMS Ki Seeee Blcl ge cO 

i SO) AMHSICS 61 Ge HN GIA ns teeta 7.01/, Dee oro) 
(The second price ts a dtscount 
for books bought tn our shop) 
Please tnelude 25p per book 
postage and packing for matl 
orders. 


A complete catalogue of our 
books ts avatlable from The 
Bookplace. 


Richard Gray 
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@ ‘So This is England’ (Peckham Publishing 
Project, £2.75) 

For millions of people, leaving home to follow a 
dream has been absolutely shocking 

In ‘So This Is England’, 30 people tell the 
experience of leaving their countries to come 
here as immigrants. The first half of the book 
conveys a dream-view of England like a refrain. 
‘One sunny day | was sitting on the verandah 
when the postman came with a letter. At that 
moment something clicked. | said to myself, ‘'! 
must write to her and ask her to send for 
Mein ancy 

Young women, and a mass of children, follow 
distant husbands, parents, sisters, cousins to this 
cherished ideal, ‘the country that everyone... 
talked of so much’. Or from their eyes, we see 
parents leave. 

The journey itself is completely disorientating. 
What happens afterwards is difficult: ‘| never 
imagine | would be in a dark well like that, while 
my mother and father is at work. | alone in the 
house...*; ‘l say to him what's this stuff on the 
floor? I'm not going to work in that. He said, 
“It's snow. If you step in other people 
footsteps you will be OK."'...'; ‘She told her 
she did not employ Black people so | should get 
out..."; ‘it was very strange that at twelve | 
had only just met my mother. Part of me 
declined to accept her...’ 

“In the background is the beautiful rural 
landscape of various countries—parts of Africa 
and the Caribbean the most clearly described, 
with people speaking also from Ireland, Italy and 
Vietnam. 

The pieces are short, personal statements, 
told as if to friends. They cover the leaving, to 
arrive in England; the experiences here of 
housing, schooling and work; the echo of 
important memories from the past. The writing 
is particularly vivid in this last part, where the 
shifts in individual imagination and meaning 
appear. Throughout, different customs, 
activities, colours, sounds, stand out strongly. 
And in much of the writing, the change of 
landscape and culture is like the loss of youth, 
that had been filled with sensation, 
appropriateness, and support. 

Peckham Publishing Project publishes books by 
local people about their lives. It is important 
history, harsh fact, but a pleasure to read. Its 
power is implicit. For anyone who needs 
perspective, ‘So This Is England’ gives it. 
(Helena Blaker) 





Marcellus By lLorraine 
Simeon Illustrated by Yinka 
Peckham Publishing Project, 
90p, 0 90646499. 


Peckham Publishing Project 
can be relied upon to produce 
topical material, in this case a 
story about a four year old 
with hair locks, whe is worried 
about .the attitude of the 
children when he _ starts 
school, but he finds there is 
nothing to fear. This is a 
useful book, though mislead- 
ing about conditions in a 
modern reception class. 














Schools & Youth 


Well, here we are again at ‘that' 
time of the year and as usyal 
here is the latest news from your 
friendly Schools/Youth Worker... 


Af tere aes lOWstanrte ViISTts Co 
schools, nurseries and colleges 
have taken off again with a 
vengeance. Part of this work 
involves giving advice to teach- 
ers, nursery staff, parents and 
librarians on suitable books 
which reflect the different races 
and cultures represented in their 
establishments and society as 

a whole. 


t's good to report Uiattas our 
reputation grows more and more 
schools have asked me in to talk 
and read to children and young 
people. I've always found this 
particular part of my work 
rewarding. In nurseries and 
junior schools 1 usually tell 
stories to the children or read 
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to them. If I'm Tucky 1° 1 even 
get them to read to me. I've 
even been known to sing the odd 
song in my not-too-melodic voice! 
I've found older children and 
young people also enjoy being 
read to so this also constitutes 
some of my work with them. More 
often though my work with young 
people has more to do with 
encouraging them to write for an 
audience and stisiulating their 
interest in books. 





Recently, a young women's writing 
and editing group has been meeting 
at the Bookplace. This carfie 

about through my desire to | 
deveiop work with young people 
at the Bookplace and the interest 

of John Wilks, an English teacher 

at Waverly school. We hope to 

be in a position to publish a 

book by young women and girls 

early in the new year. 


We have only been meeting since 
May but already it shows signs of 
being a dynamic and exciting 
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Black Studies 


My work with tne Black Studies . 
Group has been especially reward- 
ing. With the publishing of 'So 
This is England’ now off our © 
iiands we have turned our energies 
to other areas; looking at our 
African ancestry, decolonization 
in Africa and the Caribbean, | 
racism and sexism and the way in 
which it affects the Black conim- 
unity. We have also attended 
various conferences and exhibi- 
tions, among thein Racism and Men- 
tal health, African Languages, 
African Origins of Civilisation 
and the Paul Robeson exhibition. 
We have developed into a close- 
knit and supportive aroup but are 
nontheless very welcoming to new 
members. 
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Workshops & 
Bookstalls 


My other activities over the past 
year have been many and varied. 
We are constantly being asked 

to run bookstalls and exhibitions 
at events run by the Adult Liter- 
acyuwand Baste Skills Unit, the 
GLC and corimunity groups, and 
this year has seen a marked in- 
Ervedse- in this area of work. We 
started off with a book exhibi- 
tion for the West Lothian Educa- 
tion Institute in Edinburgh, 
which coincided with the Edin- 
burgh Festival. Later on in the 
year Alison and I were invited 

to Scarborough to run a book 
exhibition and bookstall. Nearer 
to home, I've supervised book- 
stalls at events all over the 
borough and further afield. I've 
also been asked to run creative 
writing workshops for adult tut- 
ors and youth workers. 


It has been a very exciting year 
and I hope the trend continues. 
reed that ‘the posstby lity 
exists for more work to be devel- 
oped,.especially with young 
people but lack of space and the 
uncertainty of our future weighs 
heavily. At the risk of sounding 
like the voice of doom, I'11 sign 
off now and hope I'm around this 
tine next year to bring you up 

to date news from the Booknlec.. 


Judy Leslie 
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These are some of the 
letters I received 
from children at Ivy- 
dale School. 
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EDUCATION PROJECT 


This year the literacy campaign 
in this country celebrates its 
tenth birthday. When it began, 
two years before the beginning of 
the Bookplace, it was thought 
that this was a problem that 
could be 'solved' by a few years' 
effort by volunteers. Now, ten 
years On, une. demand fon 
education from adults is greater 
than ever. Anyone who reads what 
this year's students at the 
Bookplace have written will 
realise how important education 
1S) tor sadul ts tn) 1985 vanidl ihow 
important places like the 
Bookplace are to people who have 
missed out on their education 
first time round or who are 
coming back to it after several 
years away. 












This a8 -particularly true tor 
Black people who still face overt 


and covert racism everywhere in 
this society, and in education as 
much as anywhere else.the 
Bookplace is part of this society 
and racism has to be fought here 
as much as anywhere else: but in 
a relatively small project like 
ours, which is used mostly by 
Black: people,and where new 
developments are everybody's 
business, we can try to find new 
Ways Of “OO TNG - “ENnaWnig's, Le ii 
projects like ours are lost those 
opportunities will go with us. 
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English 


This year has been a year of 
small changes and overall 
continuity. The tutors began the 
year with a game of musical 
chairs which has brought new 
people with fresh ideas to groups 
which have continued on the model 
of the past. We have talked a lot 
about how to. Iisten more 
actively to what students are 
saying they want out of classes, 
and this has been reflected in 
the way the groups have been 
organised. 


On the whole this has meant that 

we have put more emphasis on 
Wao. mek dung soon tlhe = S Kot els ‘ot 
spelling, punctuation and so on , 
and on helping people to be able 
to use ‘Standard English’ when 
they want to, without losing 
their own language in the 
process. In December, as part of 
the Southwark Literacy Group's 
training programme, we organised 
a workshop on Standard English 
for students and tutors from all 
over Southwark. The discussion 
inspired all of us who attended. 




















Bookplace Literacy groups have 
always been mixed in all senses: 
beginners sit next to people 
armed vwror 0 level, and 
everybody shares.,ideas and 
experiences, whatever their 
IMieteniaey ss lie Vie ls Tht S. Year, 
ine spite ior the vexistence of a 
pre-0 level Return to Study 
group, there has been a larger 
proportion of people aiming 
towards exams in the groups. We 
have had to work hard to make 
sure that people's needs are met 
without excluding the very people 
form whom ctihie.. prio ject) waaks 
originally set up. Next year we 
Pa CGO Tinie Meo WSO OWI” Bowls 
classroom space [made available 
by the new creche] to increase 
the size of groups, and to re- 
arrange our resources so that 
three tutors can work together. 
We already «do <this dn the 
evenings: having three tutors 
with a larger group means more 
flexibility. The group can divide 
Ulpeat Ons uparsk Ore walle VO Ear t besyuwioinik., 
and the way this is done can be 
varied according to the needs of 
the group at any one time. 





























































Return to 


The Return-to-Study Group is an 
Fnglish Class for students who are 
competent in basic reading and 
vyiting and want something more. 
Some have been to English classes 
before.Others have not studied for 
years,often since they left school. 
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This year the group has worked with 
GCE'O'Level in mind.This was in 
response to student demand at our 
Users' Day in July'84 and criticism 
of The Bookplace's approach to exams 
at the 1984 Annual General Meeting. 
During the year we have done "mark- 
et research" on the different types 
of 'O'Level English available to 
adult students in South East London. 
We also took up an invitation from 
the ILEA to participate in the 
Authority's Afro-Caribbean Language 
and Literacy Project,specifically 
by asking for teaching support for 
'O'Level English.As a result,Foo- 
Foo,one of the Project's staff,has 
formally offered to help teach an 
'O'Level group from September '85. 
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Our best option on which exam seems 
to be the English Syllabus B exam 
run by the Northern Examinations 
Association.This exam was designed 
for mixed ability groups and is 
assessed on 100% coursework.There 
is no exam to sit. 


An'O'Level course 
put on by us would enable us to 
choose all the material and have 
classes with creche when our stu- 
dents can get to them.We would 
also be able to maintain the inf- 
ormal,friendly atmosphere of 
Bookplace classes.If we are able 
to allocate the necessary staff 
resources,students will be able 
to'take the NEA English Syllabus 
B-"O"Level starting on-their 
folders in September '85. 
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en Kuzwayo - from South Africa 


In April the projech was 
ho 0. U Pie d= Os chio<s £ cain 
afternoon talk by Ellen 
Ku zwalycor aSiouetih A. tr ican 
woman whose book of her life 
"Gall. mei Woman*’ Ts -still.in 
the best seller 1 ists... I 
find Tt dif ft ieult. to “sinare 
the events of that afternoon 
with people who were unable 
On ast bernide baliet: kG Swears = a 
moving experience for all of 
us who took part. To be able 
to send our warmth and 
support to the Black women 
of South Africa and to hear 
of thelr “striog) ea nd 
strength in the Face OP 
such injustice gave us all a 
Unoawe ichrarmce: Toy “Sister 
Cie OuUg@m Some Or wine 
propoganda which we receive 
through the media here in 
Britain. 


We would like to thank Carol 
Spiedidiicng.-swihion (PUTS. Se tn 
touch with some of the most 
interesting women of our 
tale: seheOreeraule lO wviete emt hie 
world. 


Wie hope to continue to stage 
further talks and events in 
the near future. 



































“Call me Woman” 
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What is Fresh Start for Women? 

Many things to many peopTe which 

is one of its plusses but also 

One Of, its, dmawbecks.. Fresh 

Start is, as the name implies, a 
chance for women to begin their 
education again. Similar groups, 
i@e@eting all over London, work as 

a first step for women wanting 

to go on to further their education. 





The Bookplace Fresh Start has 

been partly limited by the 
resources available here (largely 
space and lack of it) but also 
guided by the needs and wants of 
women who have expressed an int- 
erest in the group. The Bookplace 
is seen primarily as a place 

where you can improve your writing 
and reading (and maths of course) 
and fresh start has ther2fore been 
seen, I think, as another group 
where you can do tnat, albeit with 
women only. 


The group has had quite a turn- 
over this year and one of the 
difficulties has been women want- 
ing different things from the 
group. Having said that, we have 
also reached a consensus about of 
the group and everyone recognises 
the benefits of it being woiien 
only. 





There will not be a separate 

Fresh Start group at the Bookplace 

next year, which is a shame, but 

hopefuliy the women in the group 

have gained something from this 

year and will go -on to other t “og | 

classes and cates nether here Presh start Tor omnes entered 

or outside the Bookplace. the Bookplace ‘officially’ this 
year (that is - a group with a 
name) although ‘unofficially' 
groups with a similar function 
have been in existence for some 


1h years. 




















English as a Second Language 


The English as a Second Language 
women's group continues to serve 
a vital function for women liv- 
ing close to the Bookplace. The 
group mostly comprises women who 
have not been in England very 
long (a few years maximum to 
having arrived only a few weeks 
ago). So, their needs for English 
are of d5basic, “survival kind: 
going shopping, going to the doc- 
tors. ti lLlang anarornss talking 
to neighbours. 


all know she's missed and is in 
our thoughts and in our hearts. 


It has been exciting too, to talk 


more this year about. the Bookplace, 


for the ESL group has always had 

a tendency to exist in isolation, 
with Tittle contact with anything 
else going on here. AS a resuii 

a few students have come to stua- 
ents' meetings with an interpreter 
and joined the computer class for 
a while as well. I hope this 
process will continue next year. 





E.S.L. class at the Bookplace 


Gver tne years, the fiuch needed, 
often hard.to achieve ‘group 
identity', has slowly developed. 
You know its there when members 
of the group ask about others who 
are absent and ring them up to 
enquire after them; when women 
want to share with each other, 
and not jusSttne. tutor, Ener 
different cultures and traditions 
and the religion they have in 
common (especially as women); and 
you know its there when one of 
the group suddenly leaves to 
marry in another country and we 


The class, although only 4 hours 
a week (not a lot of time to 
learn another language in) works 
well because it is unpressured, 
the atniosphere is friendly and 
relaxed, we always tiianage to have 
a joke, and there's also the 
creche nearby where the children 
are safely looked after. I look 
forward to the next year with this 
group (and new students as well} 
knowing it will be as satisfying 
as this year has been! 


EHEAHEHKHEHHEEEEEEE 
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Maths 


The Numeracy classes have continued 
to thrive and expand. Although 
John Willis, who had looked after 
Numeracy at the Bookplace since 
the beginning of the project left 
us in January we have been very 
lucky in having experienced and 
excellent part-time tutors who we 
could rely on in every way. Mick 
Brennan, Annette Hendrickson and 
Lascelles Dixon not only took 

over John's teaching but also a 
large part of the general res-~ 
ponsibility for the running of t 
the classes. We are very grateful 
to them, and glad they will be 
still working with us next year. 
We're also all impatiently looking 
forward to our new Numeracy worker 
Suzanne Overton-Edwards starting 
work with us with a new fund of 
ideas and experience. 








As before, we nave had ‘two kinds 
of Numeracy class. 9ne, the 'Drop- 
in',was set up for people who 
weren't looking necessarily for a 
class, but for some short-term 
Numeracy help. The other classes, 
day and evening, are intended for 
people who want to come to a class 
more regularly. Of course, these 
differences aren't fixed or frigid: 
many people start off in the 
'Drop-in' but soon decide they 
want to give more time to their 
study, and join the other day-time 
groups. In tae same way, many 
people coming +0 other classes 
want the sort of extra individual 
follow-up work that the ‘Drop-in’ 
is ideal for. 


Although people are coming with 
individual needs and demands, 
there's a great deal of co-oper- 
ative working and mutual help. 
Some of this is suggested by the 
tutors, but a lot of it arises 
spontaneously between different 
members of the group. 
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These groups too have a wide 

range in every way. In particular, 
there's been another noticeable 
increase this year in the number 
of peopie working towards exams 

or exam courses, and often using 
our classes as support for college 
or Institute classes. One of “tne 
features of Bookplace Numeracy 
classes in the past has been group 
work, giving people in Numeracy 
classes the same-chance to work 
together, sharing experience and 


knowledge, as people do im UTeerdey 


classes. This becomes more 
difficult as people have very 
specific targets they're aiming 
for,so we- now concentrate on small 
groups with similar aims working 
togetner. Next year, with more 
space, setting up group work will 
be physically easier, and we'll 
be able to offer more places to 
meet the continually growing 
demand. 




















Computers 


This has been the second year of 
computers at the Boskplace and 

has seen the computers being used 
much more widely in and out of 
classes. Even so, we feel we're 
still only at the beginning: 
there's still a great deal of 
potential to be exploited and lots 
of exciting possibilities. 


Like last year, we've nad two 
computer classes a week where 
people can find out what you can 
do with a computer and get conf- 
ident in using them. Students in 


the group have had the chance to 
learn how to do word-processing 
and basic programming, and to 
try out our small bué growing 
collection of educational pro- 
grammes. 





In the Literacy and Numeracy 
classes the computer in the class- 
room no longer seems an exotic toy 
but a useful educational tool. 
It's particularly come into its 
own in the Nunieracy classes. We 
have a number of useful Numeracy 
programmes and during most of 

our classes there's a queue of 
people waiting their turn to sit 
tapping away in the corner. 


Alison Hay Barbara Bloch 


Once you're confident in using a 
computer, there's a lot you can 
do on your own, whether it's 
teaching yourself to type with a 
typing programme, working out’ some 
graphics or practising your 
programming. One computer is in 
the classroom all day, every day 
for people to use in and out of 
classes, but lack of space (and 
the problems of security) make it 
impractical to keep all the 
machines available for use in 
this way. We've tried to deal with 
this problem by operating a 

loan system where Bookplace users 
can borrow equipment to use at 
home. This scheme has been very 
successful. No-one has abused the 
privilege and many people have 
taken advantage of it. 





Next year, with mcre classroom 
Space available, the computers 

are sure to be used even more. 
There is still enormous interest 
being shown by people inside and 
outside the project. Given the 
funding, we would like to put on 
an evening computer group. One-day 
workshops would also give people 
the chance to have a go and get 
the confidence to do tiore. Given 
time we'd also like to produce our 
own software for use in classes. 
Watch this space- and wait for 
next year's report! 
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Social Studies 
After the six weeks was over, the 


have run bie ie eee Studies! on. We asked Southwark insta tees 
courses. Tne idea for 1S course for short course funding, and @ 
came from students in the 'Drop-in' new course began after : gap of 
group, after one afternoon spent several weeks, which is now in 


OT Sse WIM NI AO ie se Soa progress. Another course will 
and Demand' which someone had to Start in September with W.E.A. 
write an essay ion for their ‘course funding, and we expect Social 


at college. It seemed to us that Studies to be part of our time- 
there ought to be courses outside table from now on. 
colleges where people could learn ; 
about issues like these which We feel there are several reasons 
affect our lives every day. Why this new group is important. 

' It gives people a ctiance to 
The first course was funded by learn about a new avea of education 
the Southwark/Lambeth branch of which they may want to study 
the W.E£.A. (Workers' Educational wore formally jater. But wore 
Association). The subjects the importantly it inakes knowledge 
group selected included Welfare and information about the forces. 
Rights, the education system which rule our lives availaple 
and some basic economics. An to everyone. Anyone is welcome 
iniportant part of each session in the group, and the way we work 
consisted of the group sharing doesn't assume any previous 
experiences and information, to knowledge or literacy level. We 
which I contributed my experience also feel that the re-establish- 
and the basic ideas used in the ment of links with the W.E.A. may 
relevant social science. Teac to other interesting devei- 


opments in the future. 


Creche Mick Brennan 


You may remember in last year's 
Annual Report that our spirits 





were rather low because we had they have received from tutors 
not been successful with our at the Bookplace. 

Grant applications for a mucti . 

needed new Creche, well wait I will have been at the Bookplace 
fom te See cce this year we were. for three years in September, 

The Creche is a purpose built and hope that they will put up 
building incorporating central with nie for another three at 
heating, it's own toilet, Teast. 

wash facilities, a beautiful Ae 

built in Wendy House and even MARY HARTLEY. 


an outside play area. It is going 
to be wonderful, because I am now 
going to be able to offer a full 

range of activities for Our Kids. 


We have celebrated quite a few 
birthdays this year with parties, 
but none were as exciting as the 
one held at the Peckham Civic 
Centre to launch our new book 
called Our Kids, which has 
pictures of all the children 

that use the Creche at the 
Bookplace. 


I have also said some very sad 
goodbyes to children as their 
parents move on to other things, 
ig that have been made possible 
because of the help and support 











FINANCE REPORT 


BUDGET 1985/86. 


INCOME 

Grants: London Borough of Southwark £37300 
GLC Arts 12,495 
GLC Grants-Sub. 12,340 
Greater London Arts Association 4,250 
ILEA Numeracy : 175850 
ILEA Maintenance 351.50 
Other 1,000 

Other Income: Covenanted Fees 14,000 


Profit from the sale of books and publications 10,000 


£112,410 
EXPENDITURE 
Salaries 99,313 
Office Expenses 6,810 
Premises Expenses SOU 
Repairs b, 500 
Other TeoOo 

RAN s oer 
Estimated Surplus 87 


The grant from London Borough of Southwark is being 
paid monthly and they have still not committed them- 
selves to paying the full year's grant. The grants 
from the ILEA are estimates as they are still assess- 
ing Susanne's salary. 


Pratt: accounts for the year ending 31.385. willbe 
available at the Annual General Meeting and audited 
accounts will be available in August/September as soon 
as the auditors have approved them. 


Peter Stephens 
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If you join you can attend General Meetings and take 
part in the policy and decision-making, as well as 
the election of the Management Committee. 


You may also booka small meeting room for a nominal 


fee. 


YOUR MEMBERSHIP FEE WILL HELP TO ENSURE THE 
FUTURE OF YOUR LOCAL BOOKSHOP 


oe 


1/we would like to become a member of the BOOKPLACE 


RAMI AO Gail SaiOiassccrcats ss cvcstasdctuednconctvensinetpensaser 

ADDRESS ..... Goutind diva ecleviesaa'snsuanauaeeuswers Aus aavenuave scene Gueceuvaras Brea fae 
Waseesuathas Susi aaaelaeiaeesabecsetcedeendessselssaeesel Clunciskasacsncswstccsenese 

Amount enclosed £........s0«« 


(Please make cheques payable to Peckham Literacy Centre) 
ORGANISATIONS:£7.50 INDIVIDUALS: £2.00 NON-WAGED: £1.00 
13 Peckham High Street, London SE15 
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"EDITORIAL": 


"We're all equal here,"they said. 
"Doesn't matter how long you've 
worked here, everyone has an equal 
say,"they said."We're NON- 
HIERARCHICAL! "they chorused, with 
pride. Until it came to writing 
the editorial for the Tenth Birth- 
day Annual Report, that was. Then 
they came out with,"Richard, you've 
been here the longest - you've got 
to do it." 


It was when I muttered something 
about "Non-hierarchical pecking 
orders..." that they jumped on my 
head."This is a COLLECTIVE 
DECISION..."...Crunch..."THE STAFF 
TEAM has decided..."...Crunch... 


"OK, OK,"I said."Let me up, I've 
had enough. I'll do it." 


So here it is, a personal look at 
ten years of The Bookplace by some- 
one who started when it was 3. I'll 
begin by saying that I am not the 
longest-serving surviving worker. 
That person is Dan Lofters, who has 
been involved since the beginning, 
when the building was an abandoned 
shebeen. He helped clear up and 
turn it into a "pleasant, well-laid 
out bookshop", in the words of the 
Greater London Arts Newsletter of 
February '78. He has worked on 
Saturdays ever since and contributed 
in many other ways. 


When Dan started, the building was 
short-life property. It was due to 
be knocked down by 1980 as part of 
a road-widening scheme, because 
Peckham High Street is part of a 
main London-—Dover route. The 
scheme was shelved and ten years 
later French tourists and New Zea- 
land hippies jumping out of their 
battered Citroens and psychedelic 
VW vans to buy maps and ask the way 
are valued customers. Perhaps we 
look friendly... 


My first view of the shop was on 
the New Cross Massacre march in 
I had applied for a job and was 
hoping to stop off and look round. 
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A PERSONAL VIEW OF OUR FIRST TEN YEARS 


It was, of course, closed in support 
of the march. All I could do was 
press my nose to the window. As I 
admired the usual slick, utterly 
professional Bookplace window display, 
a couple of people came and rang the 
bell. Someone let them in and they 
disappeared upstairs. That was my 
first view of the Education Project 
in action. There was a feeling of 
people going in somewhere where they 
were known, of warmth, of informality 
in a small place. It was something 
you didn't get in the educational 
institutions I knew and I wanted to 
be part of it. My first experience 
of the Publishing Project was later, 
when I came for interview. I was 
shown boxes and boxes of the new book 
of the moment, "I Was a Walworth Boy" 
by John Bennett. Six years later the 
books are different, but the boxes 
look much the same, only there are 
more of them...Yes, everyone, I pro- 
mise to tidy them up soon... 


Community Bookshop, Education and 
Publishing. "The Bookplace is a 
three-sided project...", the words 
which have launched many a funding 
application, job description,report 
or newspaper article in the last ten 
years. In some ways little has 
changed. We are still striving to 

do the same things. Take the Educ- 
ation Project for example. In 1978 
the same GLA newsletter was saying 
that there were far more adults 
wanting classes in English and Maths 
"than have been reached by government 
schemes...The Bookplace is a centre 
that these people can go to at any 
time for help and advice as well as 
stocking easy-to-read books." In 
1987, The Voice recently had this to 
say:"Where the government and 
education services have failed, comm- 
unity organisations such as The Book-— 
Place are achieving (limited) success. 
But they can only tackle the tip of 
the iceberg." OK, nowadays we have 
more classes — Black Studies, Young 
Women's Writing and Computers, for 
instance, but much remains the same. 


In other ways there have been 
fundamental changes. In my opinion 
these have not been so much in 
our overall aims as how we set 
about them. I think the key to 
the changes is the way The 
Bookplace has faced the real- 
ities of being a community 
project. In the beginning there 
was a nucleus of people who felt 
Peckham could do with a comm- 
unity bookshop, publishing proj- 
ect and education centre."We 

hope that we are bringing a val- 
uable new dimension to Londoners' 
lives - that we're doing some- 
thing worthwhile", wrote John 
Willis, founder member and a full- 
timer for the first seven years. 
They were pioneers and they did 

a good job. Peckham did need 
somewhere like The Bookplace. 
Other places still do. A small 
group of dedicated people was 
doing something for the majority. 
That is probably the way most 
successful community groups, 
whether they are sports clubs, 
playgroups, tenants' associations 
or community bookshops, begin. 
But the measure of their success 
is what happens when the pioneers 
are gone, how well does the 
project become part of the local 
scene, with support from people 
who know it, use it and will 

turn out and fight for it if it 
is under threat? After ten years, 
we have to assess ourselves in 
that light. 


I feel that we have made pro- 
gress towards this. There has been 
a period of transition and we 

are entering a new phase. The 
period of transition has been 
crucial and has affected every 
part of our activities. The changes 
are to do with the proper treatment 
of everyone connected with the 
project, with people's expect-— 
ations of each other, respect for 
one another and the project. In 
practice they have meant staff 
finding ways to share power with 
users and students and the dev- 
elopment of effective manage- 

ment by users and students. They 
are also closely bound up with 
bringing racism in the project 
anto the open and setting out to 
do something about it. Since I 

am mentioning names, the worker 
most closely associated with the 


whole transformation is Judy 

Leslie, who was the first Black 
full-time worker. I would date the 
end of the "Pioneering Era" and 

the beginning of the "Period of 
Transition" from the day she started 
work in 1982. 


The new phase has come with the 
events of the past year. At the 
beginning of '87, The Bookplace 
was under threat, after the then- 
Management Committee's bad handling 
of the assault on Judy. The 
situation was resolved not by 
Southwark Council, ILEA, GLA or 
ALBSU (though, dear funders, of 
course we still need your money). 
It was not resolved by staff. 

It was not resolved by the efforts 
of outside professionals. The 
project was saved by its members, 
the people who know the place, 
use it and will turn out to 
support it if things are going 
wrong. Some of them are on the 
new Management Committee. They 
are dealing with the issues to 
do with effective management, 
from formal matters like staff 
contracts and conditions of 
employment to informal support 
of the staff in their daily work. 
Most are untrained in managing 

a community project and all do 

it voluntarily, over and above 
their other responsibilities. 
Their intervention this year is 
a true sign of the health of 

The Bookplace. The future lies 
with them and others like them. 


And me? Well, I came at the fag- 
end of the Pioneering Era. I have 
lived and learned in the Period 
of Transition. I'm looking 
forward to 1997. But there's 

just one thing. Whether I'ma 
worker, member or grandad by then, 
don't ask me to write anything 
for the 20th Anniversary Report, 
‘cos I won't do it. No Way...! 


Richard Gray 





MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT TO MEMBERS 


The current Management Committee has 
been in office for five months. It 
has been a difficult period but we 
feel that a lot of positive changes 
have come out of the work done by the 
Management Committee. We have start-— 
ed a newsletter that goes out once 
every two months and have been invol- 
ved in interviewing workers, drawing 
up job descriptions and updating mem- 
bership rules. Steps have been taken 
to bring more money into the project 
by appointing Turnaround to distrib- 
ute our books. We have also resumed 


bookstalls. This has all been done 
in co-operation with the staff. We 
would like to thank the staff for the 
time and help they have given to the 
Management Committee. 


Do please come forward if you would 
like to be a member of the Management 
Committee. Being a M.C. member has 
its ups and downs, but at the-end of 
the day you will be helping to runa 
very useful community project. 





“Thankyow” 


“Thank you- Thankyou~Thankyou- Thanyou- - ThankyoU~ThanKtyou- 
~ Thankyou ~ Thank yoU-Thank yoU-7hank you- Thonkyou- Thankyou - 
Thankyou-Thankyou- Thank you- Thank you- Thank you~ Thankyou— 


The current staff of The Bookplace 
would like to thank everyone who 
has been involved with the project 
through the years and helped it 
reach its tenth birthday looking 
forward to the next ten years. 


It is impossible to mention you 

all by name, if only because we 
needed to leave room in this 

Annual Report for the reports from 
the various parts of the project. 
But we do want to pay tribute to 
everyone who has contributed - 
customers, students, members, 

past workers and past members of 
the Management Committee, funders 
and the many friends whose interest 
and support may not be visible, 

but is indispensable. Thank-you all. 


We are particularly grateful 

to the members and officers of 

the present Management Committee, 
who have given up their time 

to work on behalf of The Book-— 
place in a period when the demands 
on management are particularly 
heavy. 


We would like to take the opp- 
ortunity to invite everyone, past 
and present, to celebrate the 
Tenth Birthday with us. We will 
be having an All-Day Event and 
an Evening Party and we will let 
you know the time and place as 
soon as the arrangements are 
finalised. We very much hope as 
many of you as possible will 
come and we are looking forward 
to seeing you. 


Hello Goodbye. 


John Lennon and Paul McCartney 
©Copyright 1967 Northern Songs Limited. 24 Bruton Street. London W] 
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The year has unfortunately 
seen four full-time staff 
leave the project; Pete 
Stephens, finance worker; 
Anne-Marie Johnson, shop 
coordinator; Barbie Bloch, 
education worker; and, after 
several months on maternity 
leave, Suzanne Overton- 
Edwards, education worker. We 
thank them for all the work 
they've put into the project 
over the years, and wish them 
all the best in their future 
careers. 


It's also been goodbye to 
Shion Lewis, part-time shop 
worker, and to Joe Carter and 
Mick Brennan on the part-time 
teaching staff, who have gone 
on to pastures new. All are 
sadly missed. 


At the time of writing, two of 
the above vacancies have been 
filled: Gayle Noel has joined 
us as Finance Worker and 
Millie Richards as part-time 
shop worker. Unfortunately 
there was a disappointing 
response to the original ads 
for shop coordinator and 
education worker (ESL), and 
these are at present being 
readvertised. Advertisements 
for a new numeracy worker and 
part-time tutor for evening 
computing are to be in the 
press in early September. 
Let's hope to see some new 
faces on the staff team soon. 


We would also like to welcome 
Rupert Hill, who joined us: 
early last session to replace 
Joe Carter in the evening 
English class, and seems to 
have settled in extremely well 
and Ken Buntin , who is French 


You say stop— I say 


26. go go 


Creole tutor on the Creole 
writing course. June Dennis, 
who joined the Bookplace as 
0.5 Lecturer 1 on the VPP 
scheme in September 1986, is 
co-tutor on this new course, 
and is supporting students 
developing writing in English 
Creole. 


We hope to be seeing Cecilia 
Hoang, who substituted for 
Barbie Bloch earlier this 
session, back with us early 
in 1987-88, to teach the ESL 
group until we have a 
permanent worker in post. 


Finally, last but certainly 
not least, the project owes a 
particular debt to Steve 
Pardoe, to whom we must say 
"hello" and "goodbye". Steve 
has deputised for Suzanne as 
full-time numeracy worker 
while she was on maternity 
leave, and has been a very 
committed and hard-working 
member of staff, popular with 
staff and students alike. 


STOP PRESS: As we go to press 
we have just heard that 
Annette Hendrickson, Part-time 
Maths Tutor, is also leaving. 
Thanks, Annette, for your work 
in the Day Maths Class and the 
Drop-In. 


There is also a "See you soon" 
message for Betty Hammond, 0.5 
VPP Lecturer, who is having a 
baby. Her maternity leave 
begins at the end of October 
and we wish her all the best 
and look forward to her coming 
back. 
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HOW THE BOOKPLACE WORKS 


MEMBERSHIP OF PECKHAM LITERACY CENTRE 
I 


elects 


' 


MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE AND HONORARY OFFICERS 
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VY 
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finance committee ~~ other sub-committees/ ; staff meetings 
working parties 


ww 


publishing groups 


MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 


Meets once a month. Members 
are elected annually at the 
A.G.M. The committee is 
responsible for the overall 
running/management of the 
Bookplace as a whole. 


EDUCATION PROJECT MEETINGS 


An open meeting for all 
tutors and students who 

come to classes at the 
Bookplace. Decisions 

which affect the education 
project are made here. 
Usually meets at least twice 
a term. 


STAFF MEEETING 


The workers meets once a 
week on Thursdays to make 
decisions on the day to day 
running of the project. 
Important decisions are 
approved by the Management 
Committee. 


education project 
meeting 





FINANCE COMMITTEE 


Meets when necessary. It 
is a sub-committee of the 
Management Committee and 
is open to members of the 
Management Committee and 
workers. 


PUBLISHING GROUPS 


Groups of people working 
on particular titles 

we intend to publish. 

The groups meet as 
required. Important 
decisions are approved by 
the Management Committee. 


OTHER SUB-COMMITTEES/ 
WORKING PARTIES 


From time to time other 
sub-committees/working 
parties are formed to 
look at specific issues. 
Usually these groups will 
made up of M.C. members 
and staff, but others may 
be involved. 
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NEWS FROM THE SHOP 


En 


With the departure of Anne- 
Marie Johnson, book-shop 
coordinator for 5-6 years at 
the Bookplace in the Spring, 
and difficulties re staffing 
in other parts of the 
project, it is only fair to 
say that the bookshop has 
not been running as smoothly 
as we might have wished over 
the '86-'87 period. However, 
as I write, the resolution 
of those difficulties is in 
sight, as we hope to have a 
new part-time shop worker 
(one and a half days per 
week) and a full-time 
bookshop coordinator in post 
by late October. They will 
be very much welcomed by us 
all, particularly myself, as 
I have now spent 5 months 
trying to combine the roles 
of education worker and 
temporary shop coordinator, 
not always as successfully 
as I would like. 


The first major event in the 
bookshop calendar 1986-87 
was Bookfair '86, held in 
Bells Gardens Community 
Centre from 25th-27th 
September 1986. This ran 
over three days 
(Thursday/Friday/Saturday), 
and involved book displays; 
stalls displaying and 
selling work by local 
artists; community groups 
and schools; story-telling, 
and drama events; face 
painting, and a disco on the 
final evening. We also 
marked the occasion with the 


book launches of "Denise and 
Louise" by Mick Brennan and 
"Three or Five Minutes" by 
Betty Hammond, which we are 
pleased to say attracted 
local press coverage. 
Anne-Marie helped arrange 
funding assistance from 
London Borough of Southwark, 
Richard and Judy helped find 
performers and story-tellers 
etc, Pete and Rosy drove 
around books and equipment 


in a van and mini-bus, 
Diane, Mary and Suzanne 
scrubbed out the toilets (!) 
and a very hard working time 
was had by all. By all 
accounts Bookfair '86 was 
not perhaps as successful as 
in previous years, but all 
staff involved were 
committed to the idea as an 
important contribution to 
local community events, and 
would like to see it become 
an annual or biennial 
feature, possibly ata 
different time in the school 
year. 


Now to the bookshop 
LUSOL LD: s6. 4. eda 

It is pleasing to be able to 
report that the decision 
made two years ago to expand 
black fiction and non- 
fiction, children's and 
basic education sections, 
has been fully justified by 
the level of sales and 
public interest they have 
generated in the past year. 
We seem to have truly 
consolidated our reputation 





for having a comprehensive 
stock in these areas, as 
more and more nurseries, 
colleges, adult education 
establishments and council 
departments are coming to 
look round, seek advice and 
place large orders with us. 
Increasingly we are being 
asked to supply books to and 
mount stalls in all 
different parts of the U.K. 
and abroad too (sending 
orders to Zimbabwe, Namibia 
and Trinidad amongst other 
places). The Bookplace owes 
considerable thanks for the 
great increase in 
institutional orders and 
trade to the energetic 
efforts of our Youth and 
Schools Worker, Judy Leslie, 
in publicising the service 
we offer far and wide, and 
running a great many 
bookstalls herself. 


Another aspect of the 
expansion of the black 
sections, which has proved 
very successful, is the 
increased amount of space 
given to black greetings- 
cards. We now stock an 
extensive selection from a 
wide range of sources - from 
local artists to small-scale 
manufacturers - and they 
have proved extremely 
popular with customers. In 
fact, it is probably true to 
say that the greetings cards 
have attracted as many new 
customers as the books 
themselves, so they really 
have proved worthwhile. 

Once again, thanks is due to 
Judy for giving particular 
attention to this area of 
work. 


The great increase in demand 
for our services as a 
supplier of materials in 


adult literacy, numeracy and 
English as a Second 
Language, has often meant 
that we have been met with 
requests for a catalogue of 
our Basic Education stock. 
At the start of the year, 
thanks to a grant from ALBSU 
towards the setting up of a 
suitable computer database, 
it seemed that we were well 
on the way to achieving this 
aim. A great deal of the 
groundwork was done by 
Alison Hay, my predecessor 
as Literacy Organiser, in 
the late Spring and early 
Summer of 1986. Education 
staff were all set to build 
on this in the Autumn. 
Unfortunately, Barbara Bloch 
and myself found ourselves 
in difficulty with the 
computer input work almost 
immediately, and had to call 
in the "experts" with whom 
we had a maintenance 
contract. The gentlemen 
concerned duly appeared and 
took away all the relevant 
bits and pieces........never 
to be heard of again. When, 
after a fair time had gone 
by and we heard nothing, we 
got in touch only to find 
out that the company 
concerned had gone into 
liquidation and our discs 
were presumed to have been 
either lost or sold off. 

So, apologies to all of you 
who were hoping to see a 
catalogue produced; it now 
seems unlikely that we will 
be able to meet this demand. 


I am however pleased to 
report some changes in other 
areas of our work in the 
bookshop which we hope will 
benefit all users of the 
project. 


The first changes are 


already underway and are, we 
hope, helping improve our 
customer service 

i.e. a central ordering 
system; weekly monitoring of 
stock ordering; tighter 
credit control systems. 
Thanks to Mary Hartley, 
Gayle Noel and Judy for 
their ideas here. Once a 
new shop coordinator is in 
post, we hope these systems 
will assist her/him in the 
efficient running of the 
shop. 


The other changes we hope to 
see before the end of '87, 
are in the appearance of the 
shop. It has always been 
difficult to put our small 
space to the best possible 
use in displaying books, 
cards, posters etc to their 
best advantage - at last we 
hope to get some 
professional advice and have 
the opportunity to put it 
into practice. Greater 
London Arts Association have 
generously offered the 
Bookplace money to look into 
the cost of professionally 
planned shop refurbishment, 
with the possibility of 
further capital funding to 
pay for it. By the time you 
receive this report, the 
staff team will have 

had the chance to look at 
various plans and estimates, 
and hopefully will be able 
to advise you of the 
favoured proposal at the 
A.G.M. 


I mentioned Anne-Marie 
Johnson at the start of this 
piece, and it would not be 
complete without a sincere 
vote of thanks to her for 
her hard work in the shop 
and the other parts of the 
project in the years she 


spent with us. Our best 
wishes go with you to your 
new post in the Women's Unit 
at London Borough of 
Lewisham. 


Finally - last but certainly 
not least - a big thank-you 
to everyone, paid and 
voluntary, who has helped in 
the shop or with stalls in 
the past year. In 
particular I'd like to thank 
the following people, who 
have helped us out, often at 
very short notice. They are 
(in no particular order):- 
Dan Lofters, Millie 
Richards, Betty Hammond, 
Diane Allen, Floyd Codlin, 
Frank Forde and Mary 
Hartley. Also a very 
special mention to Steve 
Pardoe, who valiantly 
undertook to take on the 
bulk of my teaching hours in 
literacy, to release me to 
do the shop coordinator's 
work, and to the other staff 
and students in literacy, 
who were generous enough to 
agree to my being released. 


Rosemary Fraser 









~.--Two strong cand- 
idates for our"Best- 
selling Authors of 

the Decade" list... 
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The Bookplace has continued 
to host a number of 
successful readings by 
authors over the course of 
the year. We owe a great 
debt to Jackie at the 
Women's Press for help in 
organising several of these 
events. 


Over the year we have been 
pleased to welcome: - 


* Farida Karodia, author of 
"Waiting in the Twilight" 
(about the experience of an 
Indian family in South 
Africa) 


* members of Sistren 
theatre collective from 
Jamaica, who read from their 
recent publication 
"Lionheart Gal", of 
particular interest to us as 
it is written in Creole 
throughout. 


* Margaret Prescod, author 
of "Black Women: Bringing It 
All Back Home", recently 
republished by Falling Wall 
Press 


* Joan Riley, author of 
"The Unbelonging", reading 
from her latest novel 
"Waiting in the Twilight" 


* contributors to "Watchers 
and Seekers", a collection 
of black women's prose and 
poetry 


contributors to "Black 
Women Talk", another 
anthology of black women's 
writing. 


The most successful event, 
in terms of attendance was 
probably "Sistren"; 
obviously their theatre 
performances as part of 
Caribbean Focus meant they 
were very much in the public 
eye. However, all the 
events were very worthwhile 
and interesting and everyone 
who comes along is always 
pleased to have their book 
signed personally by the 
authors. We would 
particularly like to commend 
"Black Women Talk", the 
first publication of its 
kind to be completely 
written, edited and produced 
by a group of black women; 
the attendance at this event 
was disappointing, despite 
the efforts made by 
ourselves and Da Chung of 
Southwark Women's Unit to 
publicise it locally, but 
the book is very well worth 
reading. 


Other visits over the year 
included a students' outing 
to see "The Amen Corner" and 
the visits to the Bookplace 
of Jon Devaux of the Bronx 
Educational Center and Andy 
Nicklin, newly appointed 
Education Liaison Officer 
with Southwark Council for 
Community Relations. 


YOUTH AND SCHOOLS WORK 


How time flies - a cliched phrase, 
I know - but very appropriate in 
this case. It's hard to believe 
that it's now been five years 

since T joined the staff.’sroup at 
the Bookplace. I remember my first 
day - the excitement I felt at 
actually being in work again (I had 
gone back to college for two years 
prior to working at the Bookplace 
and had spent a further year unem- 
ployed, looking for a 'job I could 
get my teeth into') and here I was 
finally, my first day'es Youth and 


Schools Worker at my local commun- 
the nostalgia 


ity bookshop. 
of iG alls 


Oh, 





Sharon Bell 
and Jenny 

Moy, Young 
Women authors 


There was no blueprint - the job 
description said a lot of things 
but no-one really knew how they'd 
be achieved. It was really up to 
me and a few notes left by Philip 
Martin. I spent the first couple 
of weeks familiarizing myself with 
the project and the area it served, 
(it's funny how you can live ina 
locality and still not know it) 
going around to various other pro- 
jects and meeting with youth work- 
ers; writing letters off to schools 
and youth centres, introducing my- 
self and the services we hoped to 
provide them with. It was a wonder- 


ful education. 
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My letters met with warm and enthus- 
iastic responses and my working life 
with the Bookplace really got off 
the ground. 


Long standing members may recall my 
first report in the Spring 1983 
issue of our newsletter, where I 
outlined how I saw my job and how 

I set about achieving my objectives. 
It is heartening to report that 
young people, parents, teachers and 
librarians all show much more aware- 
ness and receptiveness of the wide 
range of good literary materials 
available. there has been a real 


acceptance of the work of 
authors and often recommendations 


‘new! 


are passed on to me. From the kind 
of orders I now see coming in it is 
evident that the trend goes much 
further and much work is being done 
to include these materials in the 
schools' curricula. 


The work of taking books into 
schools and other venues still 
goes on and it is noteable that 
much of the work generated is 
by recommendations from satis- 
fied customers - a measure that 
our reputation still holds good. 


My work with the Young Women's an opportunity at a time when 
writing Group has continued i needed if Moats FT howe 14 
successfully. Hopefully, by the goes on and on. It deserves to. 
time of the Annual General Meet- I certainly did find a job I 
ing, we will be able to show the could get my teeth into! 

two books of poetry that have 

come out of the group. We are 


Judy Leslie 


still working on the anthology 
which is hoped to be completed 
by next summer. Sharon Bell 
and Jenny Moy, the first two 
authors, are shown in the 
photos accompanying this piece. 
















The group meets on Tuesdays at 
the Bookplace and there are plans 
this year to hold alternate 
sessions in the late afternoon 
and early evening to ensure maxi- 
mum participation. this step 
was thought necessary as some of 
the young women have now left 
school and have gone on to work 
or college, and the early start 
proved impractical. 


Most of you will be aware that 
I was on special leave earlier 
this year. This obviously led 
to a loss of revenue and a cert- 
ain amount of goodwill. I feel 
however, that the situation has 
been remedied and that we have 

gone some way in recouping that 
loss. 


November 12th is the 10th anni- 
versary of the Bookplace. I'm 
sure that its founder members 
did not envisage the magnitude 
of what they were taking on at 
the time. Im that time it hes 
grown from a local community 
bookshop to encompass a success-— 
ful education and publishing pro- 
ject with an impressive reputa- 
tion. The dedication and deter- 
mination of staff and students 
alike has made it an exciting, 
demanding but satisfying place in 
which to work and study. there 
have been unheavals but what 
institution has not seen these? 
what is important is that despite 
everything, it is still there and 
Still doing the job of serving 
its community. 





For my part it has been an 
important stepping stone in 
my development. It offered 


Some of the Schools and 
Youth Worker's stock-in-trade, 
books for children and young people 
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EDUCATION PROJECT 


GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


In September 1986, I took up 
my job as one of the three 
full time education workers 
at the Bookplace; two other 
key figures who started at 
the same time were Diane 
Allen as creche worker for 
20 hours per week, and June 
Dennis, as 0.5 Lecturer 1 on 
the V.P.P. Project. 


It has continued to be a 
year of staff changes with 
Suzanne Overton-Edwards 
absent on maternity leave 
and the arrival of Steve 
Pardoe to replace her 
temporarily; the departure 
of Joe Carter early in the 
session and the appointment 
of Rupert Hill to replace 
him as part-time evening 
tutor; Judy Leslie's 
prolonged absence on paid 
leave; my own temporary 
break from teaching to 
coordinate shop work; and 
finally the very recent 
departures of Barbie Bloch 
and Mick Brennan. We are 
all very sorry to see these 
last two and Joe Carter go, 
as they have all three 
worked for the project for a 
very long time; we wish them 
well in their new ventures. 


Probably the major event in 
the Education Project's 
year, has been the 
successful transition to 
block grant funding from 
ILEA, from the previous 
arrangement of tutor hour 
funding through Southwark 
Institute. One of my first 
tasks on arrival at, the 
Bookplace was to work with 
other staff on the 
production of a major 
narrative and statistical 
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report on the education work 
of the Bookplace for ILEA, 
in order to satisfy them 
that the conditions for 
block grant funding were 
being met to their 
satisfaction. I am pleased 
to say that this got us off 
to a very good start in our 
new relations with the CEC 
Officers at Country Hall, 
and we have consolidated 
this relationship over the 
past year. Although the 
programme for the '87-'88 
session will be 
substantially the same as 
last year, we have taken 
advantage of the more 
flexible funding 
arrangements to replace 
Social Studies (with waning 
student interest) by an 
evening Computing class, in 
response to local and 
current student demand, and 
in releasing a full-time 
member of staff, to take on 
a day and evening drop-in 
class in literacy and 
numeracy over the summer 
period. 


Student enrolments at the 
start of the year were very 
encouraging (150 in total by 
mid October), almost 60% of 
whom were new to the 
Bookplace. Let's hope we 
can continue to attract as 
many new people in the 
coming year, as many of our 
old students (particularly 
in the Return to Study 
class) are leaving us to 
pursue further work/study 
opportunities elsewhere. 

New developments which we 
hope to offer in 1987-88 
include: evening computing 
(Tues 7-9 p.m.); the 
opportunity to sit City and 
Gilds Numeracy exams Parts I 


and II; a Creole writing 
course (in the winter term), 
with tutors offering support 
in both French and English 
Creole. Special thanks is 
due to June Dennis, Betty 
Hammond, Judy Leslie and 
Richard Gray for 
coordinating this last 
effort and for securing 
funding for the course from 
the Afro-Caribbean Language 
and Literacy Project. 


In 1987-88, we will be 
holding a special "Open 
Week" for enrolment, student 
advice and counselling, from 
September 7th to 10th 
inclusive, day and evening. 
We intend to publicise this 
in the "South London Press" 
and "The Voice" and thus 
hope to attract many new 
students who may not know 
about us. One of the aims 
of the summer drop-in 
Classes is to encourage new 
students who enquire about 
classes to start attending 
immediately should they wish 
to do so; a number of 
students new to the 
Bookplace have already 
started in just this way. 


In mentioning the summer 
classes, the Education 
Project owes a particular 
thank-you to Southwark 
Community Workshops, who 
have assisted us in funding 
summer classes in 
photography and drawing and 
painting. Steve Pardoe has 
been very much responsible 
for helping to set up and 
publicise these classes. 


As in previous years, 
Education Project staff have 
been active in a number of 
local and authority wide 
initiatives. We have been 
involved as trainers and 
trainees in local and 
central A.E. training 
courses; active in 
membership of Southwark 
Basic Education Development 
Group (including input to 
the Southwark Basic 
Education Development Plan, 
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requested by the 
Inspectorate); played a key 
role in the NFVLS working 
party on recruitment of 
black staff to Basic 
education; participated in 
the work of the ILEA Basic 
Education publicity working 
party (leading to an 
agreement with Thames TV re 
a publicity campaign on 
television this coming 
autumn); continued working 
with the W.A.R.M. (Women 
Against Racism in Maths) 
group towards the 
publication of an adult 
learning pack aiming to 
challenge racism and sexism 
in maths. Unfortunately 
there has not been so much 


activity on the student side 
of things as one might have 
hoped in cross-ILEA and 
NFVLS activities, and I have 
to acknowledge that we 
education workers have 
perhaps neglected this area 
of work. Therefore one of 
our main objectives in '87- 
"88 must be to try to 
stimulate a greater degree 
of student participation in 
events both within and 
outwith the Bookplace, and 
ensure that Education 
Project meetings take place 
more frequently than has 
been the case in the past 
year. 





One of the recurring 
problems of recent years has 
been establishing continuity 
of Voluntary Projects 
Programme (V.P.P.) funding 
from the M.S.C. The 
Bookplace is one of four 
voluntary literacy schemes 
which receives funding from 
the M.S.C.'s V.P.P. 
programme, for two 0.5 
Lecturers 1 to work in basic 
education with the adult 
unemployed. The workers 
currently employed with 
Bookplace are Betty Hammond 
and June Dennis, and both 
make a considerable 
contribution to the work of 
the Education Project in 
particular, but also to the 
Project as a whole. This 


year the "London Basic 
Education Project" (the name 
given to the four schemes 
working together on V.P.P. 
funding), has had to fend 
off attempts by the local 
M.S.C. boards to make very 
substantial cuts in the 





Mustapha Albertini - Black 
Studies 

Ian Millar - Computing 
Annette Hendrickson - 
Numeracy 

Rupert Hill - Literacy 
Betty Hammond - Literacy & 









global budget. Thanks to Numeracy 

the hard work of the London Ken Buntin - Creole Writing 
Basic Education Project Mick Brennan - Social 
coordinator, Jane Woods, we Studies 








still have a project, but June Dennis - Creol 





while the salaries of the Finally, thanks to Mary 
workers involved have been Hartley for making sure the 
protected, running costs part-time teaching staff got 
have been reduced to a paid on time (!) and to our 
miserly £60 or so per annum creche worker Diane Allen, 
per scheme, and as things for without her sterling 
stand at present, there will efforts in the creche, many 
be no money to continue to of our students would not be 
pay the workers beyond May able to attend our classes. 


1988 or thereabouts. 


Evidently this could place 
us in serious difficulties, 








particularly if ILEA also Rosemary Fraser 

has to carry through cuts in 

the voluntary sector...... So 

you -may find we are calling 

upon you to help out with ENGLISH - DAY 
campaigning in the year to 

come. 

However, on a more The English day class is a 
optimistic note, the above large and lively group, 
possibility has led us to catering for a wide range of 
enter into some discussion abilities, and including 

with Kathy O'Brien from several bilingual students. 
North Peckham Task Force. : * 
There is a possibility that Some students work to achieve 
we may be able to secure the basic skills of reading, 
some funding from them not writing and spelling, while 
only for the anticipated others are interested in 
shortfall in funding, but developing their writing 

also for an "access to self- further, brushing up on _ 
employment" course aimed at grammar, spelling punctuation 
unemployed adults in the etc. Those who have attended 
North Peckham area. regularly have generally shown 
However, I should say that considerable progress over the 


year, gaining in confidence 
and ability. Some will be 
moving on to "Return to Study 
- GCSE English" at the 
Bookplace, some to courses 

‘ elsewhere, and some have 
oe oe .. the found that classes have helped 
full-time staff, to the chom gat Siploymernt. 
part-time hourly paid tutors 
who have given so much help 
in the running of the 
Education Project over the 
past year: 


this idea is very much in 
the embryonic phase. 


This general introduction 
would not be complete 


In common with all Bookplace 
classes, tutors actively 

encourage students to take a 
role in the organisation of 
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the classes, and this had lead 
to an interesting and diverse 
range of topics being covered. 
As well as developing skills 
in such areas as letter 
writing, creative writing and 
poetry, topics studied this 
year included the issues of 
Black Sections in the Labour 
party, Equal Opportunities at 
work, AIDS and male 
prostitution, child abuse, 
world religions, Shakespeare 


and East Enders - to name but 
a few! 


In addition work has continued 
throughout the year in the 
reading and writing of 
Caribbean Creoles. Students 
looked at the work of a range 
of Caribbean writers, 
including James Berry, Sam 
Selvon, Michael Smith and the 
Sistren theatre cooperative. 
This prompted lively 
discussion and some very good 
writing from students. 


The year has also seen visits 
to the class from several 
outside speakers, including 
Jon Deveaux from Bronx 
Educational Services, a 
literacy scheme in New York 
City, Andy Nicklin, Education 
Liaison Officer with 
Southwark Council for 
Community Relations, and most 
recently, Eve Winston from 
INSET, Southwark's Education 
and Training advice service, 
based in Rye Lane. 
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In the Spring term an evening 
trip was organised to the 
Lyric Theatre in the West End 
to see the Black Theatre Coop 
in James Baldwin's "The Amen 
Corner". The event was a big 
success, thoroughly enjoyed 
by tutors and students alike. 
There are plans to organise 
similar visits next year. 


Finally, on a more sombre 
note, the English day class 
has not been totally free of 
problems this year. Judy's 
absence between February and 
May meant that the class was 
reduced to two tutors for 
along period, while from 
early May onwards, it was 
necessary for Rosy to step 
down from teaching to take 
over the coordination of the 
bookshop, Steve taking her 
Place for the remainder of 
the term. These changes 
caused a certain amount of 
disruption for students, for 
which we offer our apologies. 
Hopefully we will have a more 
settled team of tutors in 
1987-88. 


ENGLISH -— EVENING 


The English evening class meets 
twice a week. On one evening there 
is reading and discussion about the 
topic or work that is to be covered 
The following session. Students do 
the written work and read back to 
the rest of the group. 

The students are a very warm and 
friendly group and many have been 
coming to classes for sometime. It 
is this core of people, who welcome 
new students and make them feel 
relaxed. Many students work together 
as they find it a much easier way 
of learning. This also means there 
is a constant flow of conversation 
in the group and sometimes friendly 
disagreements about correct and in- 
—correct answers. All this adds to 
the good natured atmosphere of the 
group. 


Muriel, who is a member of the 
group, wrote a piece called, ‘First 
Steps,' which was published in the 
book ‘56 this is England' in 1984. 
'First Steps' is to be republished 


by ALBSU in a work pack called, 
"One World, Many Worlds.' Here is 
another story written by Muriel. 


Muriel's Ghost 


I go to my doctor this morning. I 
wasn't well. I did have the flu. 

My doctor said, 'Go home and keep 
warm.' So I went home. I made myself 
a cup of tea and went to my bed. 
Everyone was out to work, I was the 
only one indoors. I fell asleep and 
in my sleep I heard like somenone 
come down from the stairs and 
switch the light on. So I think 

I got up and went to the door while 
I was still in my sleep. When I 
went to the door there was a man 
meet me at the door. He was in full 
black. I didn't see no head, I 


only see from the shoulder down. 
He pushed me down on 
start to strangle me 
I was trying 
Then how 


my bed and he 
and I Could not 
to scream but 
I do get rid of 


scream. 
I eouldn't, 













In the Photos: Muriel and 
Simon, two famous sports 
from the Evening English 
Class... 


him off me. I pulled my feet up and 
pushed them against him and that's 
the only way I could get his hand 
from my throat. I said, get out. 
Then I quote the 23rd Psalms to 
him. If not he would have killed 
me. I was never so scared in all my 
life. When I wike up I was trembling 
like a leaf. I looked around and I 
didn't see nothing, but I knew it 
was a ghost. If anyone was in the 
building they would think I was so 


mad because I was screaming so 
hard. 


Here is Delroy's 
of the Bookplace. 


first impressions 


'The first time I came to the Book- 
place. There is the first person 
was Grannum and Muriel and Simon 
They was the ones who make me feel 
very good and Grannum and Simon 
Show me things to make me relaxed 
and like to come to the class. 

I like to see everyone at class.! 


This year saw the departure of 

Joe Carter. Joe had been with the 
group for five years and was greatly 
missed by all. We all wish Joe the 
best of luck in his new post. Rupert 
Hill took his place and has fitted 
in well and we hope he will stay 

for a long time. 


Betty Hammond 








RETURN TO STUDY 





The Return to Study group (or the 
R.T.S. group as it is known to its: 
friends) is a GCSE O'level English 
Language class, that meets twice a 
week on a Tuesday and Wednesday 
morning. Now, just because it's an 
English Language class there is no 
need to break out into a cold sweat. 
We don't spend all our mornings 
working out where to put commas 
and semi-colons! Over the last 
year we've covered a wide variety 
of work, from writing plays,stories 
or a factual essay to a book 
review. We've watched videos, read 
writing by African, American, Eng- 
-lish and Irish authors, we've had 
many a good discussion on loads of 
topics and produced lots of good 
and interesting pieces of work. 
Here are a few examples.... 


Sofie the Persian Cat 


Sofie the beautiful Persian cat 
lies on the lap of Mrs-ske'Brook. 
With her eyes half closed, she 
watches Fido, the .dog,with loath- 
-ing. Although Fido and Sofie have 
lived in the same house as»far 
back as Sofie can remember, she 
always feels superior to Fido and 
looks down her nose at him.... 
L. Green 


BI Ghee estes ae oe 


A History of Irish/English 


In the tenth centuary there was a 
flourishing Gaelic culture in Ire- 
-land. It was the golden age of 
Irish saints and scholars. At that 
time the 'Book of Kells' was des- 
-cribed as the chief relic of the 
western world. ‘The words were Latin 
but the imagination and artistry 
were Celtic. Outside the monasteries 
Ireland had one of the oldest writ- 
-ten vernacular literatures in 
Europe.... 

K. Dowdall 


And here is some advice on how to 
choose and train your man! 





Training your Pet 


There are many pets commonly kept 
throughout the world, but we shall 
be concentrating on one of the most 
common, Homo Sapiens, otherwise 
known as Man.... 

Men come in a surprising variety 

of sizes, shapes and colours. So 

the type you choose depends on your 
own personal preferences and of 
course budget.. (When choosing yours) 
one of the most important things 

to look out for is attitude. A 
respectful attitude and willingness 
to please are very good signs, which 
denote that the subject will quite 
happily submit to your demands. A 
word of warning though, these ani- 
-mals are sometimes Surprisingly 
intelligent and can prove to be 
very deceitful. Especially those, 
who unfortunately have singularly 
independent natures and indulge in 
a pitiful practice called 'tomming.' 
Determined to be owned by as many 
people as possible....... 


For more of Ms Hayden's tips, or 
if you've got any more comments or 
1laeas, come along to R.T.S. 


To prove how well we have done this 
year, all the students have passed 
their O'level with flying colours, 
in fact with A's, B's and C's no 
less! So from everbody at the Book- 
Place to tie 2. Tee, @roup, 

"Well done and congratulations." 


June Dennis 
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ENGLISH FOR BILINGUAL WOMEN (E.S.L. ) 


oo —— 


The bilingual women's group 
has continued to meet twice 
weekly throughout the year, 
on Mondays and Wednesdays 1- 
3 pm. We have had students 
from previous years anda 
number of newcomers, with 
many different nationalities 
~- Iranian, Bangladeshi, 
Pakistani, Chilean, 
Nigerian, Indonesian and 
Vietnamese. There were a 
lot of family links between 
students, with two sisters, 
a young woman and her 
sister-in-law and an aunt 
and her niece all attending 
at different times. 


A welcome innovation for the 
greater part of the year was 
the introduction of team 
teaching to the class. This 
made it considerably easier 
to cater for the different 
levels of ability in the 
group than had been the case 
previously (see Barbara 
Bloch's comments in last 
year's Annual Report). 
Unfortunately due to 
pressures on Staffing, I had 
to discontinue teaching in 
the group a little before 
Easter. While Barbie was in 
Australia for 6 - 8 weeks, 
we were pleased to welcome 
Cecilia Hoang, a local 
Vietnamese woman, as a 
substitute tutor. Cecilia 
was very popular with all 
the students and we wish her 
many congratulations on the 
birth of her new baby. 


In previous years, a number 
of the students attending 
were in the early stages of 
learning to speak English, 
but this year the group were 
generally more advanced - 
some really very advanced. 
In some cases more intensive 
courses were more . 





18 


appropriate, and we managed 
to assist students in 
transferring to these. One 
student left us to start 
work ina Supermarket, one 
to return to Iran and 
another, a former teacher 
from Pakistan, is to be 
congratulated on gaining 
employment as a tutor of 
Urdu in family classes at 
Southwark Institute. 


Everyone in the group was 
very sad to see Barbara 
Bloch leave. Her excellent 
reputation as an E.S.L. 
teacher encouraged many 
students to come to the 
Bookplace over the years, 
and she will be greatly 
missed. However, the class 
looks forward to welcoming a 
new worker in the Autumn 
term; we hope very much that 
she will be able to offer 
language support in one or 
more of the students' mother 
tongues. 


Rosemary Fraser 





DROP-IN 


The drop-in classes take 
place every Tuesday between 10 
and 5pm, with an hour for 
lunch between 12 and lpm. It 
is intended for anyone who 
wants to come along and get 
help with anything to do with 
maths or English, especially 
those with specific one-off 
problems, rather than those 
needing long term help in 
building up their skills. 


The format of the class is 
very flexible - different 
tutors work for different 
parts of the day, and students 
are free to work on any area 
of either maths or English, at 
any time during the session. 
Some students like to do a 
mixture of maths and English, 
others just do one or the 
other - it's entirely up to 
the student! 


One particular area that a lot 
of people ask for help with is 
TOPS (or JTS as it is now 
known) entrance tests. 
Applicants for such courses 
are required to demonstrate 
their proficiency in maths and 
English, and so many come 
along to brush up on their 
spelling, grammar, fractions, 
decimals etc before sitting 
the test. Most are referred 
to us by Peckham Job 
Centre,resulting from past 
talks between Bookplace and 
Job Centre staff. 


As well as these tests, many 
students come along to brush 
up for a wide range of courses 
and jobs - even, in the past 
year, a prospective post-man 
who needed to know more about 
London postal districts and 
their geographical location. 
We give help with application 
forms of all kinds, letter 
writing - both formal and 
informal -, giving directions 
and reading maps, essay 
planning, support for those 
on college courses etc 


Many students only attend for 
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one or two weeks while 
working on particular topics. 
Others find that they are 
enjoying and benefiting from 
the class and stay on as 
regular students. Indeed 
there is a regular "core" of 
students in the drop-in, who 
attend every week; some 
cannot attend at the regular 
English class times, and 
others prefer to stay with 
the group of students they 
have come to know at the 
drop-in sessions. A number 
of students find it helpful 
to combine attendance at the 
drop-in with attendance at 
the regular groups, since at 
the drop-in there is more of 
an opportunity to concentrate 
on individual work 


One new development in the 
past session has been the 
extension of the drop-in 
sessions into-the summer 
holiday period. In previous 
years, all Bookplace classes 
have come to an end in July, 
to start again in September. 
However, a need for some type 
of summer provision was 
recognised for three reasons: 
firstly, tests, application 
and other forms, letters etc 
have to be done at all times 
of year, not just term time; 
secondly, many potential 


students can be "lost" over 


the summer period, as we have 
not been able to offer them: 
any classes for several weeks; 
finally, many existing 
Bookplace students appreciate 
the opportunity to continue 
their studies throughout 
August. 


The summer drop-in workshops 
ran on Tuesdays from 10-3 pm 
and on Monday evenings from 7- 
9 pm. Students numbers have 
been low compared with term 
time attendance, but have 
remained steady; around 6 
students have attended the 
Bookplace for the first time, 
and established a regular 
pattern of attendance. 

All in all the experiment has 
been reasonably successful, 
and we will certainly consider 
repeating it next summer. 


a 
MATHS /NUMERACY 





Maths classes take place on 
Monday and Wednesday 
afternoons, and on Tuesday 
evenings, as well as all day 
Tuesday in the "drop-in" 
class. 


All classes cater for a wide 
range of abilities - from the 
basics to pre-O level standard 
- and individuals work at 
their own pace. A wide range 
of textbooks and worksheets 
are available for the use of 
students and we also have a 
range of computer software for 
maths learning available for 
use with the BBC Micro. 


The computer programs, in line 
with the general approach to 
maths at the Bookplace, go 
beyond just showing students 
how to manipulate numbers, and 
encourage them to use 
mathematical skills to solve a 
range of everyday problems and 
further their understanding of 
wider issues. This is the 
approach often referred to as 
"numeracy" in both schools and 
in post school education. 


There have been requests from 
some students for an O level 
or GCSE maths classes at The 
Bookplace - similar to the 
"Return to Study" class in 
English. At the moment, 
however, we do not feel that 
there would be sufficient 
numbers interested to justify 
a separate class - although 
please let us know if you feel 
otherwise! Also, as with any 
requests for classes 
additional to our current 
programme, we would have to 
consider whether we would be 
looking to replace an 
existing class with a new 
one, or applying to the ILEA 
for additional funding to 
cover the cost of new 
provision. 


Having said all this, the 
Bookplace continues to 
provide support for a number 
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of students taking O level 
maths or pursuing 
mathematical subjects in 
higher education elsewhere, 
and such students are always 
very welcome to attend our 
Classes here. 


Our plans to introduce City 
and Guilds examinations at 
the Bookplace in 1986-87 did 
not unfortunately 
materialise, due to the 
difficulties created over the 
year with understaffing of 
the Education project and the 
Bookplace as a whole. 
However, this is very high on 
our list of priorities for 
the coming session. 


Many students, of course, do 
attend just to brush up on 
their numeracy skills, 
frequently prior to taking a 
course or finding a new job/ 
promotion. Whether the 
student comes just once or 
attends all year, s/he is 
assured of a warm and 
friendly welcome. 


The Spring term of 1986-87 
saw a change of full-time 
numeracy worker, Suzanne 
going on maternity leave in 
March, with Steve taking her 
place on a temporary basis. 
Fortunately the change-over 
was achieved very smoothly, 
thanks in large part to the 
continued presence of Annette 
Hendrickson, part-time 
numeracy tutor at the 
Bookplace for several years. 
Suzanne and Annette's 
comprehensive overhaul of the 
maths worksheets at the end of 
the '85-'86 session has been 
particularly helpful for 
tutors new to the class; it 
has proved highly accessible 
and easy to use. 


In the coming year, as well as 
the City and Guilds 
developments, we hope to bring 
in a greater amount of group 
work. This will entail 
bringing students together to 
work on problems of varying 
difficulty, connected with the 





same topic, and hopefully term(s). Yes, there are some 


helping one another in the faithful and eager students who 

process. Such a system is not have been here as long as - if not 

always easy to manage, longer - than I have. 

however, as many students are 

studying maths for a specific Next year we plan to organise things 

purpose and prefer to stick to a little differently. There will be 

an individual programme. a series of introductory courses, 

Hopefully we can continue to each lasting a term. Each term there 

cater for both. Naturally we will also be another course for those 

welcome the views of students who have attended an introductory 

on this issue! course here or at another place, or 
who have used a computer before and 
feel more confident. These courses 

Steve Pardoe will cover topics such as word pro- 


cessing and programming. Though 
the details have not been decided yet. 


I'm still hoping that the computers 

COMPUTERS will be more widely used by other 
Bookplace staff and students, perhaps 
as teaching aids in other classes. 
Already there have been a few students 
who have made use of tne computer that 
is always set up in one of the classes 
for typing practice and for word pro- 
cessing at times when there is no 
class. 


Unfortunately, most of the computers 
still have to be stored away in the 
strong room and aren't as accessible 
as they might be. However, looking 
on the bright side, all this equip- 
ment carrying may help me keep fit 
so I can write, another contribution 
to next year's report. 


Ian Miller 





Hello again. It's Ian, the 
computer teacher and this is my 
second contribution to the Book- 
place Annual Report. Last year 
at this time I had only just 
started working here and I told 
you of some of my hopes and plans 
for the year. Well some of those 
plans have been successful and the 
computer class is now better 
equipped so that we can try more 
of the things that computers can 
offer. 


I have been running general intro- 
ductory activities all year, with 
a new topic every term so that 
there is a convenient break in 
order that new students can come 
along without feeling that they 
are far behind those who have peen 
attending during the previous 
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BLACK STUDIES - A MUST FOR OUR LIBERATION 


by Mustapha Albertini 





Now there is a subject that has 

been and for that matter still is 
being denied to a substantial maj- 
ority of the Black population. Some 
may say that Black Studies is not 
important because it is not relev- 
ant to this society. Some often ask 
what is is worth. Will one be able 
to get a job if one pursues such 
studies? 


Yes, questioning is good and is a 
must if we are going to improve our 
situation in this world of racism 
that we find humanity wallowing in 
today. Many of our young people 

are forced to study British and 
European history within establish- 
ments of higher education, where 
they are the majority and we accept 
this quite willingly, not realising 
that the reason why Black history is 
not presented in those schools is in 
itself manifestations of the racism 
which is embedded within the system. 
The logic which lies at the bottom 
of all this is that our children are 
being taught history which does not 
pertain to them, except in a broad 
sense and that they would benefit 
far more if they knew their own his- 
tory. They would be better able to 
understand the history of others if 
they knew their own. The children 
are not to blame for this state of 
affairs but both the society we live 
in and the parents in particular 
must face up to their responsibili- 
ties, and until the parents begin to 
articulate their fears about the im- 
plications of such practices, there 
will never be change. And as long as 
the priorities of the old and young 
in our community remain so distorted 
that studying British and European 
history seems more important than 
studying our own, we cannot hope to 
change the situation that is forced 
upon us today by our enemies. Let us 
examine what a prominent Black scho- 
lar has to say on the subject: 


on 


LACK OF SELF-—KNOWLEDGE AND SELF-LO\ 


"Since the Whites are of such over- 
whelming importance in the Black 
world, so overwhelming that the 
Black self is dwarfed in comparisor 
interest in things black, knowledge 
of things black, suffer severly. 
Thus the Black fails to gain know- 
ledge of himself. 


Since Blacks see the gaining of the 
love of whites as the only means tc 
their 'salvation' they have concen- 
trated on gaining this white love 
to the detriment of developing a 
love for themselves. Their behav- 
iour and orientation becomes almost 
completely '‘other-directed' (others 
being the whites) and the self 
diminishes in importance and intere 
and as an object of self-love as a 
consequence."' Amos N. Wilson: The 
Developmental Psychology of the Blé 
Child - Pub: African Research Pub1i 
ation (p.213-4). 


the above mentioned work contains 
many other examples along with fact 
to support them, about the educatic 
of Black children and their achieve 
ments within western society. 


It is high time for Black people t« 
realise that the educational systen 
of the western societies are desigr 
ed to support the socio-economic ar 
political systems that underline it 
It is now generally accepted in bls 
intellectual circles among others 
that the western system is in oppos 
ition to African self-—determinatior 
neo-colonialism, slavery. Ian Smit 
and the situation in Zimbabwe a fev 
years ago and South Africa today a1 
but a drop in the ocean of examples 
that can be cited to show that this 
appears to be the case, 
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If we accept that racism exists in 
this country then it follows that 
the police, government, educational 
system and most of the institutions 
in the country are also racist. 
Therefore, care is needed when the 
education of our children is being 
evaluated, in short if the institu- 
tions within the country are given 
free reign to exercise their power 
over our children without being 
checked, then we cannot expect our 
children to prosper and thrive. The 
sooner we realise that knowledge of 
self is the armour of defence for 
the future and the weapon to improve 
the present situation, the better 
things will be. Malcolm X and 
Marcus Garvey, among others, are 
legends to prove that point and 
through them we should endeavour to 
learn the path that we must follow 
if we are to survive, otherwise we 
are destined to perish in a sea of 
imposed confusion about ourselves. 


"The way a culture socializes its 
children is a function of the way it 
perceives the world at present and 
the world of its children. That 
world perception is a historical 
experimental product of a people and 
a mythological structure is built 
upon that perception. The methods of 
child-rearing, the values taught to 
the children, etc. are organically 
connected to the cultural mythology 
(or world view). The black ghetto 
Situation has come about as the 
consequence of American racism and 
the Blacks' experience and view of 
that racism. This, in turn, has 
resulted in a distorted black cultur- 
al mythological structure, on which 
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a basically dysfunctional socializa- 
tion process(es) is predicted. With- 
in the black ghetto mythological 
structure, which at best can be des- 
cribed as ambiguous, functional and 
dysfunctional socialization process- 
es are tangled into an unhealthy 
jungle-growth. The methodology and 
aims of socialization processes are 
based on a cultural mythological 
structure. If the mythology is un- 


clear, confused, unrealistic, ina 
rapid, unorganised, constant state of 
flux, the socialization of children 


suffer -— they will be unclear about 
themselves, their goals, unrealistic, 
confused, emotionally labile or 
apathetic, suffer problems in human 
relations, lack of knowledge of self 
eve. 





It is our contention that the Black 
experience in America, coupled with 
the black cultural-mythological 
situation is responsible for the 
greater portion of black dysfunc-— 
tionality." ibid (p.200) 


The above quote appears to be rele- 
vant to Black people in general 
whereever and whoever they may be. 
Brothers and sisters, guidance has 
been left for us to follow by prev- 
ious Black leaders. Let us seek out 
for what they left; if we do not — 
their sacrifices would have been in 
vain. Too much blood has been spilt 
for our liberation and in this time 
we have to be wary of curriculum 
biases that help to perpetuate our 
mental bondage. 


INTRODUCTION TO SOCIAL STUDIES 


cere 


This class was set up to give stud- 
ents a chance to find out about the 
kinds of things that make up courses 
in the social sciences. The class 
was an opportunity to explore sub- 
jects like sociology, psychology, 
economics and politics in an infor- 
mal way with no exams or demands for 
written work. 


What was covered in the class was 
decided by the students and the 
tutor together. Most of this year 
was spent looking at "human behav- 
iour", trying to find out who people 
behave as they do. We discussed 
different ideas about whether people 
are "born that way" or whether they 
learn to behave in certain ways 
because of their upbringings. We 
looked at the ways that different 


cultures affect the way people grow 
up and behave. We also looked at th 
Stages that everyone goes through in 
the journey from birth to adult life 
We considered different theories 
about personality and tried to work 
out how these theories fitted our- 
selves, in other words, what kind of 
people were we ourselves, according 
to the experts. 


Students brought their own life expe 
experiences into these discussions, 
and we learned a lot from each other 
about the similarities and the diff- 
erences in these experiences. 


Mick Brennan 
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MORE WRITING FROM STUDENTS 


Nn 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF BLACK HISTORY 


eS 


I feel that Black Studies is extreme- 
ly important as a corrective subject 
for the English educational system. 
The English educational system is not 
only shamelessly racist but also 
thrives on blatant calculated dis- 
tortions of the history of the Black 
race. 


There was no mention that Blacks had 
made and are still making, major con- 
tributions in geography, mathematics. 
history, geometry, medicine, physics. 
chemistry, biology and astronomy etc. 


As the racist educational system is 
naturally still producing a racist 
society,who are intoxicated on their 
own misplaced superiority, Black 
Studies I believe, is a simple remedy 
THE TRUTH. 


From my thirteen years experience 
within the system, I was not taught 
anything about the Black race except 
that we had once been slaves. There 
was no mention of great Black leaders 


Roslyn Innis 
like Marcus Garvey or Malcolm X. 
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MORE WRITING FROM STUDENTS... 


I want to improve 
my reading, writing and spelling 
so I can get a job. 

I live with my sister 

and I have to do 

all the housework 

and help with the children. 
I don't like it very much. 
My boyfriend says 

he can help me 

to get me a job. 

But he does not know 


about my reading and writing. 


Nicky 


WHAT A LIFE 


What a life....... 

Some time you're crying 

And sometime you're smiling, 

but what a life. 

Some time you feel like dying 

but you know you must keep on trying, 
but what a life. 

Life is so weary and dull 

when you have no money and friends, 
but what a life. 

You have no mother and father 

and you have no car and no home, 
but what a life. 

You go to church on Sunday, 

and you walk the streets on Monday, 
but what a life. 

You have no kids in this world 


and nobody but yourself, 
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but what a life. 

Now you are old and weary 
and you're lying in your bed. 
What a life........ 


Colin 


EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK 


I worked in a box factory 

for six years. 

I got less than half 

what I'm getting now. 

It was a more skilled job 

that what I do now, 

but the wages was bad. 

It didn't go up that much 

in six years, 

and I worked 8.15 to half past 5. 
The women there 

often got more 

because they was on piece work. 
I think everybody 

should get a decent wage 

and there should be 

equal pay for women and men. 
There is no good reason 

why women can't do 


what men do. 


EQUAL PAY FOR EQUAL WORK 


When I worked 

at Francis and Son, 

years ago, 

when I was sixteen, 

the women was getting £6.00 

and the men was getting £25.00 
for doing the same job. 

Before that 

I was doing spot welding - 

that was a very hard job - 

but I still got less 

than the men. 

Another job I had, 

making bolts, and so on for cars, 
I got £8.00, the men got £40.00. 
That was a skilled job, 

there was no reason 


screws, 


for the women 

to get less 

than the men. 

I always said 
women should get 
the same pay 

as the men. 

It's not fair 

to have it 

any other way. 
Things have changed 
over the years, 


and a good thing too. 
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ADVICE TO PARENTS 


My first advice would say 
"Don't let the children 

have their own ways with you." 
If you let them 

have their own ways, 

they will never be good childr 
You have to grow them 


in the right and proper way. 


You love your children 
but not to spoil them. 
If you ask them 

to pass you 

a glass of water, 
don't let them stand 
and tell you, 

"I don't want to," 
because if you let them 
get away with it, 

they will do it 

all the time, 

and you will never 
grow up good children 
like that. 


I be a mother for four, 

and I didn't spoil one of mine 
I feed them, 

and I clothe them, 

and I care for them. 

I love them 

to the very heart. 

But I don't spoil them. 


Muriel 


PECKHAM PUBLISHING PROJECT 





Peckham Publishing Project (PPP) 
has five new books to report on. 
In order of publication, they are: 


DENISE AND LOUISE by Mick Brennan: 
Denise and Louise look after their 
neighbour's dog while he goes to 
hospital. The responsibility is 
more than they bargain for, but 
Shane is no ordinary dog...A 
children's book featuring a 

family of mixed race. (Already 
published) 


WHEN WILL I BE A MAN by Trefor & 
Ben Asher Lloyd: Another children's 
book about what happens when a 6 
year old boy asks his father the 
big question. The story offers 

a different answer to what you 
might expect...(already published) 


EXPLORING ALL OF ME by Sharon Bell: 


"Mummy, I am 

growing - can you 

see me growing 

into a woman 

of blackness 

and strange conquest..." 
A book of poems by a member of the 
Young Women's Writing Group (pub- 
lished in October) 


GLIMMERINGS by Jenny Moy: 

"I sit down 

put pen to paper 

and set the lines 

of domino thoughts 

toppling inside my head..." 
Another book of poems by a member 
of the Young Women's Writing Group, 
to be published simultaneously 
with Sharon's book in October. 


AUTOBIOGRAPHY by George Richards: 


Born in Jamaica in 1914, the author 


describes his childhood in the 
country, youth in the town and 
adulthood in Kingston. He goes on 
to write about coming to Britain 
and his life here.(Editing and 
illustrations to finish - out _in 
November ) 


Work in Progress 


After finishing work on their 
first two publications, the Young 
Women's Writing Group are carry- 
ing on with their anthology of 
writing by young women in the 
Southwark area. New work has been 
coming in and they expect Jenny 
and Sharon's books to stimulate 
other young women writers to bring 
in more. The anthology will be 
finished by summer '88, 


The Publishing Group 


Once the above books are out, the 
current publishing programme will 
have been carried out. This has 
been done by groups working on 
individual books. The time has 
now come to make the '88-'89 pub- 
lishing programme so that we can 
start fundraising for it. Who does 
this and how it is decided are 

key questions for a community 
publisher. We plan to do it by 
reconvening the general Publishing 
Group in October. Members of 

The Bookplace are invited to join 
and make their opinions felt about 
what books we should publish 

next. New writing is coming in 

all the time and there are sev- 
eral new ideas already being 
talked about. More of both are 
welcome. If you join, you will be 
expected to 


* read and make constructive 
comments on writing submitted 
to PPP 


* take part in making the pub- 
lishing programme and fundraising 
to carry it out 


* take part in groups working 
on individual books. 


The meeting are monthly from 7-9 
pm on a Wednesday and a Creche is 
always available. You don't need 
experience, just enthusiasm and 
an interest in supporting local 
people's writing. Unfortunately 
we cannot publish everything we 
would like to, but we do guarantee 
everyone who submits writing a 
sympathetic read and constructive 
criticism, plus suggestions about 
possibilities for publishing in 
other ways if we cannot take it 
on ourselves. To do this properly 
we need a good number of people 


prepared to read and give their 
opinions - so please come forward 
if you are interested,by talking 
to one of the workers. 


Sales and Distribution 


Since June, following the Manage- 
ment Committee's agreement to a 
staff proposal, Turnaround Dist- 
ribution has been handling sales 
of PPP books to all trade outlets - 
i.e.shops and library suppliers. 
This is proving a success, judging 
by the first three months. As 
Turnaround's business is distrib- 
uting. books, they reach shops 

both in London and other areas 
which The Bookplace as a local 
community project cannot hope to. 
We have also signed an agreement 
with Ray Carson, a bookseller who 
specialises in sales to schools 

in the London area. He will be 
promoting and selling PPP books 

in London schools, except those 

in Southwark, which we cover, until 
February '88, when we will review 
the success of this experiment. 
Mail orders from individuals, other 
educational institutions and so on 
are still processed by us. 


Reviews 


Here are some press reviewers' 
comments about our books:- 


"...This attractive little book 
-.-.-deserves and will reward 
readers..." (Stephanie Nettell, 

The Guardian, on DENISE AND LOUISE) 


"...The tricky issue of macho 
boyhood and popular macho culture 
is confronted in WHEN WILL I BE 
A MAN?...With a dearth of books 
for children attempting to tackle 
the subject, it is useful as a 
starting point..." (City Limits) 


Richard Gray 
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HEN Trefor 

Lloyd’s son came to 

him two years ago 

with tales of bully- 
ing at school, the discussion 
that followed had an unex- 
pected outcome. 

Ben’s: encounters with 
playground politics began 
when he was six. Michael, 
his best friend, was being 
picked on. Ben went to help 
out, and got into trouble for 

His experiences and the 
questions they raised about 
what constitutes ‘manly’ be- 
haviour, form the basis of a 
book, When Will I Be A 
Man? published by the 
Peckham Publishing pro- 
ject. 

Trefor explains: ‘Bullying 
is a big issue in young men’s 
lives. Violence, especially 
school related, really affects 
kids. They look for images to 
relate too of people who 
don’t get bullied.’ 


cause they don’t get pushed 
around. As far as he’s con- 
cerned being a man, means 
having muscles; a view 
that’s turned on its head by 
the end of the book. 

Trefor’s work with the 
ILEA Youth Service in- 
volves’ promoting positive 
images of masculinity, with 
courses for youth workers 
and young people. 

He has found that young 
men who have suffered 


Questions 
asked of 
men and 
muscles 






bullying are loathe to treat 
others likewise. 

Ben and Trevor started 
writing together when Ben | 
was three years old. His bed- 
time stories got longer and 
more complicated, so Trefor 
wrote them down. Which is 
how When Will I Be A Man? 
was born. It was never in- 
tended for publication, and 
ae final product is the orig- 













As far as Tefor is con- 
cerned this is a definite 
strength; ‘Anyone reading it 
can relate directly to it. The 
conversations we had also 
work on another level. They 
spark off questions about 
the nature of father and son 
relationships.’ 

Relationships perl 
and Ben’s friendship with 
Michael in particular, fea- 
ture in three new books 
Trevor has on the stocks. 
Overall he has found that 
there aren’t many books 
around that challenge the 
traditional view of sup- 
posedly ‘male’. and ‘female’ 
behaviour. 

Mainstream publishers 
weren’t interested in When 
Will I Be A Man? and 
couldn’t see a market for 
stories like it, despite the 
fact that American writers 
like Betsy Byars and her 
creation Cracker Jackson 




















any good stories that dealt 
with the dilemmas that they 


she began writing 
of books that they wanted to 
read, where it was OK for 
young men to cry and to talk 
about the things that wor- 
ried them without fear of 
being laughed at. 

When Will I Be A Man? 
and a catalogue of other 
Peckham Publishing project 
titles are available from The 
Bookplace, 13 Peckham 
High Street, SE15 5EB. Or 
telephone 701 1757. 


Bernadetie Tod 




















ALBSU SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT, 1986-—'88 


This is a two-year project sponsored 
by ALBSU (Adult Literacy and Basic 
Skills Unit). Its aim<is to pro- 
duce books for adult beginner read- 
ers on the premise that "A beginner 
reader is not a beginner thinker." 


Work on the books is in the hands 
of three Editorial Groups: Fiction, 
Black Makers of History and Social 
Studies. The first two groups 
have both been successful - so far 
each has one book out, one to be 
published shortly and a third (and, 
unfortunately, last) at present 
being worked on. The Social Studies 
Group had two false starts with 
ideas for books on subjects which 
were too close to other ALBSU mat- 
erial; did some work on a book 
about "The Family"; then, sadly, 
fell victim to four of its key 
members leaving The Bookplace (3 
full-time workers and one part- 
timer who was the member of the 
group with a background in Social 
Studies). Not surprisingly, the 
group has not survived this Exocet 
through the main bulkhead. The 
result is that we will now be 
publishing six rather than nine 
books. We have ideas for replacing 
the three missing Social Studies 
titles, but the future of these 
depends on further negotiations 
with ALBSU, as they could not be 
completed within the funding 
period of the project, which runs 
until February '88. As far as the 
present funding is concerned, ALBSU 
have generously accepted that the 
project can only be a qualified 
success within its time limit and 
have agreed to our concentrating 
on bringing out six good books 
from the two successful groups: 


Fiction Group: The first book 

was THREE OR FIVE MINUTES by Betty 
Hammond. It is the story of a 
mother's reactions to news of a 
nuclear attack. Although the horr- 
ific nature of the subject (under- 
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lined by Peter Hammond's illus-— 
trations) is not to everyone's 
taste, the book has been well- 
received by students because it 

is truly about an adult subject. 
It had good reviews in "The Voice" 
and "Everywoman" and the author 
was interviewed for BBC Radio 
London's "Black Londoners" prog- 
ramme. 


The second book in the Fiction 
Series is A KIND OF LEAVING by 
Millie Richards. It tells of 
Donna's struggles to find her 

own place to live after coming 

to Britain from Trinidad. The 
book features colour photographs 
taken on location in Southwark. 
Everyone involved found planning 
and shooting these a very demand- 
ing but also rewarding experience, 
a true piece of creative group 
work in Adult Education. 


Black Makers of History Group: 





FOUR WOMEN was this group's first 
publication. It contains the life 
histories of Nanny of the Maroons, 
Sojourner Truth, Mary McLeod 
Bethune and Claudia Jones. It has 
been a success not only with 
students, but also with a general 
readership, since there are so 
few books of this sort available 
in Britain. As well as attention 
from the media, the authors have 
been in demand as visiting speak- 
ers at other Adult Basic Education 
Centres and events like the ILEA 
Afro-Caribbean Language and Lit- 
eracy Project's Annual Conference. 


Their follow-up is THE REAL McCOY, 
an A-to-Z of Black People in 
Science and Technology. As a 
reference book, this will be 
bigger than most publications 

for adult students in Basic 
Education. Its quality promises 

to match the quantity of its 
Pages. 


Richard Gray 





Elijah McCoy (1843-1929) 


Here comes the real McCoy 
with his inventions... 


AS a young man, 

he was fascinated 

with machines and tools. 

He enjoyed watching them move... 
He invented the "Drip Cup" 

and 23 new oils... 


His fame spread all over the world 
People used to ask 

about the oil in a machine 

"Ts it the Real McCoy?" 

because his oils were so good... 


He was so proud of his work 

he made people proud of him too. 
He was a self-taught mechanic, 
the son of a fugitive, 

the Real McCoy. 


(Extract from the entry under the 
letter 'M' in THE REAL McCOY) 


Below: The authors of FOUR WOMEN 
and THE REAL McCOY - (left to right) 
Ray Uter, Virginia McLean, Lesnah 
Hall, Frank Forde 





PECKHAM LITERACY CENTRE 
EY OMEN RE 
INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
ESTIMATED OUTTURN FOR YEAR TO 31-MARCH 1987 
RR EY SS MARCH 1987 


z 
INCOME 
Grants, donations and 
sundry income 
Bank interest income 
Income from sales — PPP 
Income from sales - BP 
EXPENDITURE 
Salaries 111,895 
Running costs 7,009 
Literacy materials 267 
Printing, postage & 
stationery 3,575 
Repairs & alterations 2,051 
Insurance 395 
Audit 2,323 
Bank charges 659 
Casual labour 306 
Subscriptions 5 
Sundries 3,279 
Travelling 665 
Welfare 445 
Depreciation (1) 3,935 
Expenses -— PPP 3,332 
Expenses - BP 68,183 





Loss for year 


1986/87 


= 


128,391 
68 
3,729 
69,528 


201,716 


208,324 
(6,608) 





1985/86 
£ £ 

99, 489 

458 

9,027 

55,188 

164,162 
91,566 
2.725 
821 
1,843 
592 
233 
700 
357 
2,009 
15 
233 
169 
539 
3,935 

53,277 159,014 

(5,148) 





(1) Depreciation is provided so as to write off the cost of fixed 
assets over their estimated useful lives at the following rates: 


Improvements to premises 10 years 


Library of books 


5 years 


Fixtures & fittings 5 years 


NOTES 


Peckham Literacy Centre is run in con 
and Peckham Publishing Project. These 
to give the estimated overall effect. 


taken into account. 


(10% per annum) 
(20% per annum) 
(20% per annum) 


juction with the Bookplace Ltd 
accounts have been consolidated 
However, accruals have not been 


Draft accounts for 1986/87 will be available at the Annual General 


Meeting and audited accounts will 


have been approved by the Auditors 


x 
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be available in November once they 


Gayle Noel 





The Bookplace, 


13 Peckham High Street, | 


London SE15 5EB 
Tel: 01-701 1757 
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 


1. Torun acommunity centre with a 
bookshop, selling a wide range of books of 
interest to local people. 


2. Torun an adult education project for local 
people. 

3. To run a publishing project to enable local 
people to get their writing into print, and to 


distribute it through the bookshop and more 
widely. 

4. To give advice and information about local 
facilities and events. 


5. To fight racism in all our work. 
6. To fight sexism in all our work. 


7. To work with other groups to further these 
aims and objectives. 


AS A MEMBER OF THE BOOKPLACE 
YOU HAVE:— 


* Voting rights at the Annual General Meeting, 
when the Management Committee, which 
controls our activities, is elected. 


* The right to stand for election as a Member 
of the Management Committee 


%* Advance information about coming events at 
The Bookplace, including new groups and 
classes, new books from Peckham 
Publishing Project, booklists (eg “Good 
Books for Children”), Bookfairs and 
Launching Parties for our own publications, 
outings, writing weekends and so on... 


* The use of all our equipment, including 
photocopier (5p per sheet), electric 
typewriters, computers (BBC Micro), stencil | 
duplicator, banda machine, paste-up j 
equipment... | 


P 655° .. Keo 
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EDITORIAL 


THE NEXT TEN YEARS 


After all the celebrations of The Bookplace 
10 years on, the prospect of another 10 
years can only be viewed with mixed feel- 
ings. 


Mixed because on one hand great! We’ve . 
done it. Survived 10 (actually 11) years - 
despite funding cuts, vindictive letters, 
physical assault and the very real threat of 
closure. Great because now, more than ever 
The Bookplace is a community project. It’s 
part of Peckham High Street. It exists only 
because of the active support and involve- 
ment of local people. And as is true of all 
community projects, the work being done 
here is constantly changing shape and 
direction. 


Equally true however is the fact of Britain in 
the 1980‘s. In the last few years alone, the 
GLC has gone, Southwark has been rate 
capped and ILEA is soon to become a thing 
of the past. Whatever the political implica- 
tions of these developments are, one thing 
is certain: for the voluntary sector at least, 
money is a problem. 


In fact it is almost impossible to over esti- 
mate the dramatic effects these changes are 
going to have on The Bookplace and places 
like it. 


Surprisingly, its easy to avoid the kind of 
pessimistic realism that the current situation 
too readily generates. Just look at the past 
10 years. The suspension of a worker in 
1986 results in mass picketing by support- 
ers. The auctioning of the building in 1987 
brings about an 11th hour reprieve in the 
form of a bid from Southwark. The loss of 
£18,000 after the abolition of the GLC 
enables us to secure a dramatic funding in- 
crease from GLA. 


Our survival rests upon our ability to not 
only attract new sources of funding but also 
our ability to change. As a small, independ- 
ent organisation responding to political 


and economic developments swiftly pres- 
ents no real problem.Perhaps the most 
important change about to take place, will be 
the computers room. Thanks to the very 
hard work of Mustapha Albertini, the com- 
puters room is poised to make a dramatic 
entry into the 1990’s. The computers 
classes have always been over subscribed, 
and a completely refurbished and updated 
computers centre will undoubtedly create 
the need for even more classes. 


What this means is the people in and around 
Peckham will be allowed access to a facility 
that enables them to demand the training 
necessary to improve their chances of 
employment. Local entrepreneurs and busi- 
nesses will be able to hire a computers 
centre along with experienced trainers ena- 
bling them to acquire the skills necessary to 
ensure economic success. 


And the Bookplace - will be able to pursue 
its already stated aims and generate a 
source of income. 


The literacy and numeracy classes will 
benefit. Computers are already an integral 
aspect of some of these groups. A new com- 
puters centre will help develop this further. 
Gayle, our finance worker, will eventually be 
working towards a computerised accounting 
system. Something which will affect the 
entire project. 


Meanwhile the Bookshop itself is already 
half way through its refurbishment. Most of 
you have already seen the new interior and 
seem to like it. By the end of 1989 we aim to 
have a new shop front too! 


Ironically, if the abolition of ILEA closes up 
sources of funding - it potentially opens new 
ones at the same time. Schools will no 
longer have a regular book supply. Some- 
body will have to supply the books they 
need. As a Bookshop with an established 
working relationship with many schools in 

















the borough, we aim to fill this gap. An 
improved ordering system will allow us to 
speed up the time it takes to complete your 
orders. 


Judy, the schools and youth worker, will be 
working on a catalogue of the top 50 recom- 
mended books for the children’s section. 
Teachers, librarians and parents looking for 
books which reflect a black presence in Brit- 
ain and recognise the cultural diversity of 
Britain’s black and white communities will 
find this helpful. 


Just before Christmas the section had a 
major restock. If you”ve not been in since 
the new year - pay us a visit. 


The basic education section is due to ex- 
pand shortly - and a catalogue of stock 
materials is on its way. In fact the only thing 
left to take on in the shop is the lighting and 
music. These won’t take long. 


I’m not quite sure why the publishing project 
has been left until last, maybe that’s be- 
cause its major event for 1989 has only 
come after a very long and hard struggle. 
The Black Makers of History group is set to 


launch the final book in its series in April 

1989. Request for The Real McCoy are still 
coming in and interest in the new title Not 
Just Singin’And Dancin’ has already been 
shown. 


Incidentally, the Real McCoy produced some 
original sales outlets. The Bookplace now, 
along with the Salvation Army, has sold 
books in Public Houses. Our thanks goes to 
Mr and Mrs Ivan and Jean Pinnock, of The 
Walmer Castle. 


‘| haven’t mentioned all aspects of the pro- 


ject’s work - the Young Women’s Writing 

Group, Black Studies, the soon to be Maths 
GCSE group........ but since not even this list 
is complete I’m sure you don’t expect me to. 


After having written this editorial, the mixed 
feelings | started out with no longer seem 
appropriate. With this in mind | hope you 
won’t consider me premature if | invite you 
to a party, 11th November 1998 - to celebrate 
our 20th Anniversary! 

(Hope to see you before then.) 


Carol Dennis 


HOW THE BOOKPLACE WORKS 


The Bookplace is a Voluntary Sector community project. The word ”Voluntary” does not mean 
that it is run by volunteers or does voluntary work - our recent history underlines the fact that 
The Bookplace fulfils an essential role and that users feel that the workers should be paid to 
carry on doing it. “Voluntary” just means that we are not part of the “Statutory Sector” - i.e. 


those services which must be kept going by law. 


We are controlled by the Peckham Literacy Centre, a registered charity. Decisions are taken by 
the Management Committee,elected at the Annual General Meeting. Our trading operations are 


run by The Bookplace Ltd, a limited company. 


The method of work in all our activities is by groups. The Staff Group is responsible for the 
project on a day-to-day basis and for briefing the Management Committee. The Publishing 
Group,co-ordinated by the Publishing Worker, runs the Peckham Publishing Project. The Educa- 
tion Group,open to all students and co-ordinated by the Education Workers, deals with the Edu- 
cation Project.Other groups work on specific areas - for example, the Young Women’s Writing 
Group, co-ordinated by the Schools and Youth Worker. 


The Management Committee has ultimate responsibility for all our work. The Staff and the other 
groups answer to it. It is made up of a majority of students and regular users, elected from the 
members of The Bookplace. Please see the back cover for details of how to join. 





MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 


THE ROLE OF THE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBER 


In place of aManagement Committee report to 
members on the work of the project, whichis 
covered by the other contents of this Annual 
Report, Mbeke Waseme writes about what sitting 
on the Management Committee involves: 


The role of the Management Committee members 
includesa number of things, but having beenan MC 
member for the last year, these are some that come 
to mind. 


The MC members' role depends a lot on how much 
time they spend in the place, outside of official meet- 
ings, and how well they get to know the staff. For 
every situation that arises in the day-to-day running 
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of the project, you soon realise that, if youcannot put 
personalities to the names whichcomeup in meet- 
ings, the whole exercise is somewhat fruitless. 


Another important aspect of being on the Manage- 
ment Committee is being ‘local’. That is, you know 
what is going on in Peckhamand how the long or 
short-term implications could affect The Bookplace. 
So long as youcan fit the above criteria, you are 
guaranteed an exciting time and nevera dull mo- 
ment on the MC. On top ofall that, the staff are not 
bad either. 


Mbeke Waseme 


There are thanks to many people elsewhere in 
this report - those who helped resist the auc- 
tion, those who helped with the repairs and 
decoration of the shop, staff who have left in 
the course of the year...But there are some who 
have not been thanked anywhere else. They are 
the small group of committed members of the 
Management Committee, who come month 
after month to deal with often unappetising 
agendas on Wednesday evenings when the last 
thing they probably need is another meeting. 
The editors wish to thank them for their unsung 
(and unpaid!) contribution. In today’s world of 
putting a price on every service, they show that 
there are other ways and other reasons for 
being active. “ 


In particular, we thank Kate Dowdall and Eve 
Erskine. Kate had been involved with The 
Bookplace as student, Management Committee 
member, Secretary and finally Chairperson. Un- 
fortunately she had to resign for personal rea- 
sons in November ’88. This put extra weight on 
Eve, the Secretary, who has taken on a large 
amount of work and responsibility throughout 
the year. 











HELLO'S AND GOODBYES 


GOODBYE 


The following staff have left since the last 
AGM. We thank them for their contributions 
and wish them all success in the future: 
Diane Allen, Creche Worker (Part-time) 
Floyd Codlin, Publishing Project Distribution 
Worker (Part-time) 

June Dennis, Education Worker (0.5 VPP) 
Diana Durrant, Creche Worker (Part-time) 
Maggie Forde, Education Worker (0.5 VPP) 
Rosemary Fraser, Education Worker (Full- 
time) 

Mary Hartley, Admin and Publishing Worker 
(Part-time) 

Rupert Hill, Literacy Tutor (Part-time) 
Maureen Ismay, Education Worker (0.5 VPP) 
Selva Kanthan, Maths Tutor (Part-time) 

lan Miller, Computer Tutor (Part-time) 
Jeanette Rowbotham, Literacy Tutor (Part- 
time) 

Maureen Whyte, ESL Tutor (Part-time) 





As millions of schoolchildren across the 
country prepare for the new term, it’s 


worth remembering that you're never too 
old to study. 
In recent years adult education has lost 
its social stigma, and one centre which 
has built up an enviable reputation of pro- 
ducing excellent students is based in a 
south London multi-cultural centre. 


A brand new year of 
adult education classes 


Bookshop. 


The courses on offer 


HELLO 


The following people have joined the staff 
since the last AGM. We welcome them warmly: 
Joan Anderson,Bookshop Coordinator (Full- 
time) 


‘Evette Burton, Maths Tutor (Part-time) 


Audrey Campbell, Creche Worker (Part-time) 
Carol Dennis,Education Worker for English/ 
Literacy (Full-time) 

Charmaine Ellis, ESL Tutor (Part-time) 
Paulette Grant, Literacy Tutor (Part-time) 
Betty Hammond, Education Worker for Maths/ 
Numeracy (Full-time) — 

Kay Norman, Education Worker (0.5 VPP) 


THE VOICE'S 
"HELLO" 

TO 

CAROL DENNIS 


TEACHER: Carol Dennis. 


language. 


Passing 


Carol Dennis, who 
taught adult education 
classes in Leeds,..is the 
centre's new organiser for 
English. ‘Adult education 
is extremely worthwhile, 
whether its starting from 
the beginning with reading 
and writing or passing 
GCSE,” she says. 


begin this week at the 
Bookplace, housed in the 
Peckham Literacy Centre, 
and: known to locals as 
Peckham’s Community 


reflect this cultural diversi- 
ty, including classes in 
Caribbean Creole 
languages, black studies 
and English as a second 


For more information 
contact The Bookplace 
at 13 Peckham High 
Street, SE15. Tel: 
01-707 1757. 








TONY "THE HODGE" HODGKINSON, 


1966 - '88 


While work was in progress on this Annual 
Report, we heard about the death of Tony 
Hodgkinson, killed allegedly by his best friend 
on the night of 26-27 November,’88. 


Tony was a good friend to The Bookplace and one 
of its oldest supporters. He took part in clearing 
up the building and making it usable as a commu- 
nity project when it opened, in 1977. In 1980 he 
was a founder member of the first young people’s 
group to meet at The Bookplace. In recent times 
he played a prominent part in the campaign to 
save the building from auction by the London Re- 
siduary Body - the large “Save Our Shops” notice 
used in the demonstration to block Peckham High 
Street was painted by Tony. At that time he also 
helped us out by working in the bookshop when 
we were severely short-staffed. His last contribu- 
tion before his death was to let himself be per- 
suaded, against his better judgement, to take the 
part of Rick, in the photographs for Kate 
Dowdall’s book THE COCKNEY ADONIS, (he 
even let us make his face up!). 


Not many weeks would go by without Tony 
dropping in for a chat, bringing news of his 
daughter Catriona, devastating comments on 
some issue of the moment and his latest “blind- 
ing” musical enthusiasm, from Iron Maiden to 
Bartok, Boxcar Willie to Public Enemy. What did 
he see in The Bookplace? Tony was very clear: 
“You people are doing something for everyone. Out 
there it’s everyone for themselves, but you lot are dif- 
ferent...” He was proud of his roots - proud of 
being working-class and proud of Peckham. He 
did not take kindly to the degradation and denial 
of opportunities being meted out to young people 
in the 1980’s. Like millions of others, he wanted to 
make something of his life. He was no angel, by 
his own admission, but he was looking for an- 
swers and trying different ways. We saw him 
adopt many styles - skinhead, long-hair, bearded 
biker and short back and sides, with or without 
moustache. But whatever he looked like the next 
time we saw him, he was always sincere in his 
opinions, ready to change his mind once con- 
vinced he was wrong and intensely loyal to his 
friends. 


Music was his passion and Bruce Springsteen 
was his hero. He identified with Springsteen’s 
words and, in particular his song “The River”: 








“The memories come back to haunt me 
They haunt me like a curse 

Is a dream a lie if it don’t come true 
Or is it something worse?” 


He listened to this song when he was depressed. 
He said it sounded like his own life. Each verse is 
about the destruction of a young man’s hopes, 
happiness and self-respect: At the end of each 
verse, about young love, about the responsibility 
of children too early, about being unemployed, 
the young man goes down to the river, where his 
dreams are still alive. At first he goes for adven- 
ture and romance, later in despair. 


Despair touched us when we heard you were 
gone, Tony - in that way. We'll bring some 
Budweiser to the river. 


Richard Gray 











THE YEAR AT A GLANCE 


A QUICK GUIDE TO EVENTS AT THE BOOKPLACE SINCE 


THE ’87 AGM 


So you thoughtitall happened in “East-Enders”? 
We tell you, Albert Square has nothing on Peck- 
ham High Street. Here is amonth by month sum- 
mary of the main events at The Bookplace since 
our last AGM, in October 1987 (please see the 
relevant reports for more detail):- 


1987 


NOVEMBER: "The Auction Campaign". Book- 
place members, friends, customers and students 
join staff and Management Committee to resist 
the threat of auction by the London Residuary 
Body. LB Southwark succeeds in buying the 
building minutes before the auction begins. 


DECEMBER: Excellent Christmas sales 
figures make us glad to be alive. 


1988 


JANUARY: Joan Anderson starts work as Shop 
Co-ordinator. 


FEBRUARY: Betty Hammond starts work as 
Maths/Numeracy Worker. 


MARCH: The AGM, reconvened from October ’87, 
is successfully completed, with a high turn-out of 
members. A strong new Management Committee 
is elected. 


APRIL: The Annual Stock-Take is done by staff 
and a small group of committed members. It is 
probably the most stringent, efficient and accurate 
stocktake ever carried out at The Bookplace. 


MAY: The Young Women’s Writing Group 
launch EXPLORING ALL OF ME by Sharon Bell 


and GLIMMERINGS by Jenny Moy at The Clau- 
dia Jones Youth Project. 


JUNE: A KIND OF LEAVING by Millie 
Richards and COCKNEY ADONIS by Kate 


Dowdall are launched at a Return-to-Study (plus 
friends) party at The Bookplace. This party is also 
to celebrate our 100% success rate in the GCSE 
English Language exam. Pat Thompson makes 
her debut as resident Bookplace DJ and Kate is 


_ lost for words. 


JULY: THE REAL McCOY is launched at The 
Walmer Castle. Paul Boateng MP is guest of 


honour and gives the keynote speech, “From 
Peckham,Out of Africa...” There is also a message 
from CLR James and a speech by Cllr. Winston 
Stafford. 


AUGUST: The shop closes for refurbishment. 
Members and friends take the lead in the clear- 


out, repairs and decorating. A one-off grant from 
Greater London Arts enables us to instal new 
purpose-built shelving. Carol Dennis starts work 
as English/Literacy Worker. 


SEPTEMBER: This year’s exam results carry 
on the pattern of success as regards both GCSE 


English Language and RSA Computers, in which 
all our candidates achieve Distinctions. The new 
Computer Room opens in time for students to 
enrol for the ’88-’89 session. The re-opening of the 
shop and enrolment week for the new year’s 
classes get good coverage in the local papers and 
the Black press, complete with interviews with 
Betty and Carol. 


OCTOBER: After a quiet start on re-opening in 
September,the shop’s sales figures show a marked 
increase on last year. 


NOVEMBER: After a hearing at the Industrial 
Tribunal, we are informed that Mary Hartley has 


withdrawn her action against The Bookplace after 
losing two of her four days per week employment 
when funding ran out. The Tribunal advises her 
that there is no case to answer. North Peckham 
Task Force agrees to fund the initial development 
of the Computer Room and some improvements 
in the shop. 


DECEMBER: Audrey Campbell is appointed 
as Creche Worker, Kay Norman as 0.5 Education 


Worker (VPP) and Charmaine Ellis as Part-time 
Tutor for English as a Second Language. DJ Pat 
does it again at the Christmas Party and Audrey 
and Millie steal the show. 





THE BOOKSHOP 


"What's going on at the 
bookshop?” 

“Have you closed down?” 
“Didn’t know you’d been cut 
that drastically!” 


Throughout August we had 
concerned callers making en- 
quiries. The shop was under 
dust sheets, all the books, 
shelves and fittings had been 
removed, but the door was still 
open - open for a transforma- 
tion. All hands were busy 
wrenching out nails, sanding 
down, filling cracks and even 
ripping up the carpet. We were 
redecorating.We are not sure 
whether it was clear to all who 
passed by that we were having 
a hard time of it or what, but 
people came and supported. 
An hour here, a ladder there, 
“Would you like some more dust 
sheets?”, “Oh, I'm not too bad 
with a paintbrush”, “I'll neaten 
up those edges for you!” Mem- 
bers and non-members alike, 
the help, advice and encour- 
agement was really, really ap- 
preciated! It was exciting, frus- 
trating and tiring - but the end 
result was well-worth the 
effort, don’t you think so? 


Greater London Arts assisted 
in making the much needed 
refurbishing a reality by 
awarding us an £8500 grant. 
We would like to thank them. 
Hearty thanks also go to the 
members and friends who 
helped. 


The shop is much brighter. 
Now there is more shelving 
and much better display space, 
particularly for the larger 
format books - i.e. children’s 
books, workpacks etc. 


Some of the comments include: 
“Very nice”... "There seem to be 
more books”... “The atmosphere’s 
the same”... “Now we'll have to 
find our way round again” ...and 
“When are you getting the shop- 
front done?” That is next on the 
agenda! 


We are now able to stock a 
wider range of cards, as the 
refurbishing includes a 
purpose-built card unit. 


The range of sections has 
remained much the same, with 
a member of staff managing 
each section. The sections 
include: 


LITERACY 

NUMERACY 
EDUCATION 

ENGLISH AS A SECOND 
LANGUAGE 
CHILDREN’S 

YOUNG ADULTS 
HEALTH AND FAMILY 
WELFARE AND RIGHTS 
WOMEN 

BLACK FICTION 
BLACK NON-FICTION 
GENERAL FICTION 
POETRY 

SCI-Fl AND HORROR 
and LOCAL BOOKS, 
INCLUDING OUR OWN 
PUBLICATIONS. 


We plan to introduce a MEN’S 
section in 1989. 


The customer order facility 
continues to be a valuable 
service. It enables customers to 
obtain books which are not 


part of our regular stock. We 
make every effort to track 
down titles. This can be time- 
consuming and at times there 
are delays in obtaining them. 
However,we recognise that the 
customer order facility is in 
constant demand and some- 
times an order placed turns up 
a title which is “just down our 
street”. It then becomes part of 
our general stock. 


Stall bookings are always 
welcome dates in our diary, as 
we value the opportunity to 
support the organisations we 
work with and to keep in 
touch with them. Stalls also 
give us feedback on our mate- 
rials and services and generate 
useful ideas. 


Outreach work also gives us 
an opportunity to present our 
range of books and resources 
to a wider public. Often, as a 
result of bookings, we have 
orders placed with us, some 
from as far afield as Pontyp- 
ridd, Hampshire and West 
Sussex. Many of these orders 
are placed by Adult Education 
organisations, libraries, 
schools etc. They represent a 
valuable source of income to 
the shop - both in terms of 
money and widening our 
network:of contacts. We would 
like to thank these organisa- 
tions for their support. We 
look forward to our continued 
association. 


The staff would also like to 
thank those members who 
have contributed to our 


continued on page 10 




































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































bookings. Much has been done 
in this area by members who 
have established contacts and 
helped in the preparation and 
staffing of bookstalls. 


Faced with reductions in our 
funding - forcing us to operate 
with less than capacity staff - 
and an increase in requests for 
bookings, we find ourselves 
constantly having to juggle our 
stalls and outreach bookings 
with our other commitments. 
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However,the active support of 
many members has enabled us 
to continue our commitment 
to promoting our wide range 
of educational and cultural 
activities. 


Hot on the trail of the hard 
effort put into making the 
shop refurbishing a reality, we 
are looking for funds which 
will enable us to carry out 
other much-needed repairs 
and alterations - i.e. damp- 
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proofing, lighting etc. How- 
ever, we are planning an Open 
Day at The Bookplace in the 
first quarter of ’89. Then, 
together we can celebrate the 
refurbishing of the shop. 


We trust that seeing what we 
have achieved will spur you 
on to supporting our endeav- 
ours to accomplish the rest 
of the work! 


Joan Anderson, 
Millie Richards 













































































































































































VISITS AND READINGS 


17th June 1988 7.00pm The Bookplace Merle _ one thing very clearly. Nothing is impossible. 
Collins offered what turned out to be a very Anybody can write. All of us have a valid experi- 
revealing and intimate talk of her own experi- —_ ence that can be made interesting for others to 
ences in trying to break down the barriers of _read. 
literary writing. 
What it takes is a taming of the word so that it 
becomes true to our rhymes, rhythms and 
The evening started informally and Merle shared __ reason. 
with us her experiences, reasons for writing and 
the inspiration and encouragement she received § Two other writers who have done this are Jean 
from others. ‘Binta’ Breeze and Ntozake Shange. Their 
rhythmic writing almost explodes in its depiction 
One of the most revealing aspects of the evening _ of reality. 
was the very familiar dilemma that many of us 




















face! Although English is not our second lan- On Friday 28th November both were invited to 
guage - the accepted literary English does not do a book signing. It was a very cheery event 
validate the natural rhythm of our social inter- and again the atmosphere was warm 
actions or the cultural base from which we and intimate. 
experience life. 

We would like to thank 
What makes Merle’s writing stand Merle Collins and Jean 


out is the fact that she has waged 
a war with this dilemma and de- 
veloped her own method of writ 
ing using the ‘natural’ rhymes 
and rhythms of her everyday 
Grenadian language. A lan- 
guage that is echoed within all 
the Caribbean Islands. 


‘Binta’ Breeze for support- 
ing the Bookplace and we 
are sorry that Ntozake Sh- 
ange was unable to attend 
at the last minute. We plan 
to have more of these eve- 
nings in the coming year 
and look forward to 
seeing you. 
This evening, spent talking 
with Merle about her 


Joan Anderson, 
writing, demonstrated 


\ Gayle Noel 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


Nicola St.Louis’ book 
reviews were SO 
popular when the 
appeared in The Book- 
place Newsletter that 
we asked her to do 
some more for the 
Annual Report. Nicola 
and her mother are 
regular customers. We 
thank Nicola for her 
efforts and would like to 
add that feedback about 
books we stock is 
welcome fromall our customers. Here are 
Nicola’s comments: 





SCHOOL’S OUT, compiled by 
J Foster. Published by Oxford 
University Press. Price: £4.50 


This book was side-splittingly 
funny. It featuresa number of 
extremely good poems about 
school days, so if you are look- 
ing for a fun book it’s a must! 
Too good to be forgotten - that’s 
my opinion. 


THERE’S A WOLF IN MY 
PUDDING by Henry Wilson. 
Published by Piper Books 
Price: £1.99 


There’sa Wolfinmy Pudding, 
that’s what caught my eye. It'sa 
book that will give you the hic- 
cups. On this rare occasion the 
wolf in Little Red Riding Hood 
pets to tell what he considers to 

e the truestory, and if you 
want to know what that is - 

ou’d better buy the book! Also 
AWERMS | included is the SHOCKING 

eikienn | truthaboutthe Hare and the 

TORTOISE BEAT THE HARE? Tortoise. Did the tortoise reall 
win the race? Or did he cheat? 
You will find the answers in this 
book. Its terribly funny and I 
recommend it! 


et ready fo’ 


i auehtee lies, suspense an 
surprise as you learn the terrible truth 
behind a dozen famous tales. 














MATILDA by Roald Dahl. Pub- 
lished by Jonathan Cape.Price: 
£8.50 


Matilda is brill! She is brainy, 
sensitive and clever. Matilda 
lives with her family (if you 
could call them that). At school 
she makes friends with her 
teacher Miss Honey. With the 
help of Matilda’s magical 
powers, they are able to sort out 
the meaning to life! And whatis 
that [hear you ask? You will have to read this 
exciting book and find out. Roald Dahl certainly 
writes exciting books. 


Ilhustrated by 
Quentin Blake 


MOONWALK by M. Jackson. 
Published by Heinemann Price: 
£9.95 


This book tells the story of 
Michael Jacksons rise to fame, 
as if itneeded to be told, and is 
written by theman himself. In 
this book he talks honestly 
about his family, his early days 
with Tamla Motown, his rela- 
tionship with Diana Ross and 
Berry Gordy. Ifnone of these 
names mean anything to you then perhaps this book 
isnot for you. Toomuch name dropping spoilt what 
would have otherwise been a = ood autobiogra- 

hy. It’sasad book. A lonely book. enjoyed read- 
ing it. Itkept me hooked - but then I’m mad about 
the man! 


MS MUFFET AND OTHERS 
eae by Attic Press Price: 


A very funny book. A must for 
all us girls. It retells many of the 
popular nursery rhymes in an 
anti-sexist way. It wasn’t until I 
read this book thatI realised 
how sexist the popular versions 
were. However, not to ee 
this book changes all that! The 
Pied Piper hasanew meaning, 
not to mention Cinderella or Little Miss Muffet. Well 
-I won't spoil your fun by saying any more. Only 
that this is a good bookand worth having on your 
bookshelf. 

Nicola St.Louis 
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SCHOOLS AND YOUTH WORK 


This has proved to be one of the most 
challenging areas of my work at The Book- 
place, more so especially with the current 
wave of cuts being experienced by schools 
and other educational establishments. This 
has led to a severe reduction in the funds 
available to schools to spend on books and 
other resources that The Bookplace special- 
ises in. However, despite these obstacles, 
much work has been done in schools and 
other venues throughout the year,among them 
Waiworth, Pilgrims’Way, Millbank, Warwick 
Park, Bacon’s and Sacred Heart Schools, 
Grove Day Nursery and Southwark Language 
Centre. 


Especially memorable was the event at Bacon’s 
School, where Jenny Moy and Mbeke Waseme 
read from their books, GLIMMERINGS and 
EXPLORING ALL OF ME, produced by the 
Young Women’s Writing Group. This was an 
event for 4th Year students and English teachers. 


It was also the first time Jenny had performed her 
work to a school audience. Quite a thought- 
provoking discussion took place on the merits of 
the authors’ works and it was especially good to 
hear the views of the male students present. There 
were a few guffaws initially at some of the con- 
tents of the poems, but they gave way to some 
very good feedback. 


The scarcity of funds has led us to think of new 
ways in which we can continue to offer schools a 
good and efficient service which matches their 
needs and their budgets. To this end we are 
currently in the process of putting together a list 
of recommended books for Under Fives, Junior 
School Children and Secondary Students up to 
Sixth Form level. Teachers will be able to buy 
them as packages or by selecting individual titles. 
We will be launching this new Bookplace service 
at our Annual Bookfair in May ’89. In this way we 
hope to offer a selection of material which we 
think is good, as well as our general stock. 
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The Young Women’s Writing Group is another 
major part of my work. It is fast approaching its 
fourth birthday (having begun in May,’85) and to 
date has produced Jenny’s and Mbeke’s books 
(Mbeke was previously known as Sharon Bell). 
GLIMMERINGS and EXPLORING ALL OF ME 
were launched in June, ’88. The launch party was 
quite an occasion, with Creative Minds, the dance 
duo, and Philip Leo and the Mind, Body and 
Soul Band. There were also readings by the 
authors and a brief account of the group’s history. 
The compere for the evening was Pat Thompson, 
who also worked very hard in the organization of 





the whole event. We would like to register our 
thanks to her. The venue was The Claudia Jones 
Youth Project and we extend our sincere thanks to 
them as well for allowing us to use their premises. 
Weare especially grateful to Norma, who gave up 
a weekend engagement to accomodate us. 


The group is currently working on an anthology 
of young women’s writing which they hope to 
have ready for publication by the end of 1989. 


Judy Leslie 
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EDUCATION PROJECT 
GENERAL INTRODUCTION 


Summer 88 was a busy time for the Bookplace. 
The shop was completely refurbished and both 
education workers were busy preparing for the 
coming academic year. Amidst all of this 
activity, Southwark’s Education Action Team ~ 
were holding a series of consultation meetings 
to discuss what the education service in the 
Borough would look like once ILEA had gone. 


| must admit to treating this ‘consultation 
process with a degree of scepticism. In the 
past its been difficult to work out exactly what 
the status or function of such processes are 
when, after long and detailed discussions 
regarding the needs of local communities, 
decisions are made that in no way reflect either 
the content or spirit of those discussions. 


After having read the relevant sections of the 
document produced by Southwark - it seems 
that my initial scepticism was unfounded. 


In fact the Report makes for both interesting 
and encouraging reading. It seems that South- 
wark is to seize the abolition of ILEA as an 
opportunity to ‘improve the nature and effec- 
tiveness’ of the service. Given that this is to be 
done despite a 63% cut in funding - they have 
an unenviable task on their hands. 


More significantly - for the Bookplace at least - 
is the recognition of the integral role played by 
voluntary sector organisations in adult continu- 
ing. As the Report accurately states, we 
provide a service that is both ‘responsive and 
locally based’. 


Clearly, after the abolition of ILEA serious cuts 
will inevitably be made. If Southwarks Educa- 
tion Action Team are to be taken at their word, 
it won’t be the voluntary sector that bears the 
brunt of these cuts. 


In the Report, Southwark states a commitment 
to wanting to see users involved in the plan- 
ning and running of the education service. The 
Bookplace, like most voluntary organisations, 
has a management committee that is made up 
mainly of students. As such the organisation 
of the project is very firmly within the control 
of the users. They effectively are the managers 
of the centre and are able to direct much of the 
work being done here. More importantly, as a 
small organisation, responding fully, quickly 
and flexibly to what is being asked of us pres- 
ents no real problem. 


Southwark also states a desire to see and im- 
provement in the academic qualifications of all 
sections of Southwarks communities. This is a 
desire shared by all connected with the Book- 
place. For the few years we have been running 
exam classes the results gained by students 
have been very good. 100% pass rates - no 
less! Congratulations to all those who took 
exams last year! 


One of the other major issues that Southwark 
expresses a commitment to is equality of op- 
portunity. And they will be judged harshly by 
the progress they make in ensuring that the 
aspirations of Black parents, pupils and adult 
students are adequately met by the structure 
of the service which eventually emerges. 


The existence of the Bookplace - as a commu- 
nity project - represents a very real and con- 
crete aspect of the aspirations of Peckhams 
Black Communities. All those groups that 
Southwarks lists and labels as being discrimi- 
nated against by statutory provision, make 
this organisation. It will be interesting there- 
fore to see whether Southwark’s commitment 
to equality of opportunity extends to the de- 
gree of allowing this community project to 
function independently once ILEA has gone. 


Carol Dennis 
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The class meets twice a week on Monday and 
Wednesday mornings and consists of two two- 
hour sessions. The class is organised as a 
mixed ability group and students usually work 
together,sharing ideas and skills. Much of the 
work tackled is topic-based. Students and 
tutors decide together on the topics for a class 
and work is prepared at different levels. In this 
way the whole group is involved in discussion 
of the topic chosen and ideas for writing 
formulated. 


We have had quite a busy year with more and 
more students demanding information about new 
legislation governing their lives and wanting to 
learn new skills to help them gain employment. 
As a consequence we have tackled quite a range 
of topics, including the Poll Tax, new Welfare 
Benefits laws, HATS (Housing Action Trusts) and 
Right-to-Buy legislation, child sexual abuse, child 
abuse, AIDS and Black people in the media. Much 
work was done on these topics and some really 
good writing came out of the classes, some of 
which was displayed. We also devoted several 
sessions to job application and interview 











techniques. This was organised in such a way that 
we dealt with a realistic recreation of all the stages 
involved in securing employment, from identify- 
ing suitable advertisements to writing letters of 
acceptance. 


In the Spring Term some members of the Day 

Class along with some from the Evening Class 

went to see two plays - “Groping for Words”, a 

play about a Literacy Class,and “Women and the i 
Law”. These were both quite successful visits with 
students asking for more of the same! 





The class has not been without its problems, as for $ 
a time we were short-staffed. However, we weath- 

ered the problems well. Many students have now 

moved on to other courses or have secured 

employment and a few have signed up again for 

another spell with us. The group also accommo- 

dated trainee Literacy Tutors from the Lee Centre 

who attended the group as observers. We would 

like to extend special thanks to Tara McArthur for 

her help when she was with us. 


Judy Leslie 
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ENGLISH - EVENING CLASSES 


The English Evening Class meets on 
Monday and Thursday. Most of the students 
are mature people who want to develop the 
basic skills of reading,writing and spelling. 
| was extremely pleased to see younger 
people also attending this year. Since 
September ’88, we have had the company of 
Best, who is still attending school and Mark 
and Stephen, who recently started college. 


As well as developing their reading and writing 
skills, the tutors help the students to look at a 
number of topics which may effect them in their 
daily life. Some of the main topics we have 
covered are: Sickle Cell Anaemia, the use of 
different herbs, alternative medicines, AIDS, 
transport, cookery and poetry. 


All the information about these topics is put 
together by the tutors, who present it to the 
group. During the class, the students take it in 
turn to read a bit about each topic and a discus- 
sion then takes place to find what the students’ 
feelings and thoughts are about the topic of the 
moment. We finish off this exercise by doing a 
piece of writing, each student expressing him/ 
herself about the subject. 


Students such as Muriel, Grannum and Simon 
have had their writing published by ALBSU in 
their Basic Skills publications. The most recent 
was the inclusion of Muriel’s piece from “So 
This Is England” (one of Peckham Publishing 
Project’s own books) in the ALBSU pack “ONE 
WORLD, MANY WORLDS”. 


In the coming year we hope to go a step further 
and visit places of historical interest and look at 
videos with particular emphasis on improving 
reading and writing skills. 


Finally I would like to give special thanks to my 
co-tutors Carol and Paulette, who joined The 
Bookplace during the summer. We have 
re-arranged our resources so that three tutors 
can work together. This means that we have 
been able to cope with a larger group and be 
more flexible. The students have also gained 
from this experience because they have been 
able to get individual attention whenever 
necessary. 


The tutors have been able to pool their experi- 
ence and give the students a very wide range of 
teaching and learning methods. The class can be 
divided up for part or all of its work and the 
way this is done can be varied according to the 
needs of the group at any one time. 


Rupert Hill 
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STUDENT WRITING 


Students were asked to comment on this 
poem by Jacques Prevert: 


Breakfast 


He put the coffee 

In the cup 

He put the milk 

In the cup of coffee 
He put the sugar 

In the cafe au lait 
With the coffee spoon 
He stirred 

He drank the cafe au lait 
And he set down the cup 
Without a word to me 
He lit 

A cigarette 

He made smoke-rings 
With the smoke 

He put the ashes 

In the ash-tray 
Without a word to me 
Without a look at me 
He got up 

He put 

His hat upon his head 
He put his raincoat on 
Because it was raining 
And he left 

In the rain 

Without a word 
Without a look at me 
And II took 

My head in my hand 
And I cried. 


Comments 


This poem is about a man and a lady who have had 
a row the night before. The man, does not want to 
talk about it but the lady does. It is very sad for the 
lady because the man is giving her hell. This is all 
because he is avoiding her and not wanting to talk 
about what is happening. The man is basically 
behaving like a big baby. He is walking away from 
the truth because the truth hurts. He could have 
made a cup of coffee for the lady but did not. 


All he did was make himself a cup of coffee, drink 


it, and walk away leaving his friend to cry. 
Stephen Lawrence 
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OPINIONS OF STUDENTS 
ON THE ENGLISH EVENING 


CLASSES: | 


| come to The Bookplace for help with my 
reading an writing. | want to help myself. I 
want to be able to write and read letters and 
get a better job. | go to a job club in Deptford 
to help me get a job. So far | have had two 
interviews. It has helped me a lot. 


Elaine Thomas 


| can‘t read or write very well. | went to do 
some shopping and saw a friend - she told me 
this place was here. So | came to see a teacher 
and she suggest | come along. She was glad 
to take time and help me. So | am trying my 
best - to see if i can read and write a good 
letter. | don’t like other people reading my 
letters first. They always get the joke before 
me and laugh before telling me whats funny. | 
want to read my own letters. 


Ruby Lemonius 


== 
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MATHS/NUMERACY 


Maths classes take place on Monday and Wed- 
nesday afternoons and Tuesday evenings as 
well as the Drop-In on Tuesdays all day. We 
cater for a wide range of abilities, from basic 
to pre-GCSE level. Individuals work at their 
own level and pace. If two or more students 
are working on the same topic, they are en- 
couraged to work together. There are obvious 
benefits to be gained from co-operative learn- 
ing. All groups are team-taught by two tutors. 


Many of our students have expressed a wish to 
gain an exam qualification. They prefer GCSE to 
City and Guilds. Some are already studying for 
GCSE English in the Return-to-Study Class. How- 
ever, unlike GCSE English, which is 100% course- 
work, GCSE Maths is at most 20% coursework 
(project\investigation) and 80% exam. A Maths 
exam group would have to be considered as a 
separate group from the Basic Numeracy, at least 
for one session of the week. We are at present 
looking at the various exams on offer from the 
different examination boards, trying to decide 
which is best to offer our students. Whatever the 
outcome,one thing is sure - a GCSE Maths group 





will in no way detract from the Basic Numeracy 
classes. 


Another area of new development is the links be- 
tween the Maths classes and The Bookplace’s 
computer facilities. Now that the computers are 
permanently set up in the ex-creche, Maths stu- 
dents can use them to help with their Numeracy 
learning. Our thanks to Mustapha, Computer 
Tutor (and D.I-Y superman) for all the hard work 
he put in to make this possible. 


I would like to take this opportunity to welcome Evette 
Burton as Part-Time Maths Tutor. Evette has become 
very popular with the students. 


Finally, a comment from Martin Joseph, Maths student: 
“The Bookplace has a friendly atmosphere. I can do 
what I like - i.e. I can work for as long as Iwant.I can 


bring in my own lunch and carry on working...” 


Betty Hammond 
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND 


LANGUAGE (FOR WOMEN) 


The ESL Class has been one 
of our most successful of 
the year. There has been a 
good number of students 
and they have attended 
regularly. The result has 
been a group of women from 
a variety of nationalities and 
cultures, including mainly 
African, Turkish and Viet- 
namese, meeting twice a 
week, on Mondays and 
Wednesdays. 


The class has been a success 
despite facing serious difficul- 
ties. The first was that cut- 
backs in ILEA funding made it 
impossible to appoint a full- 
time ESL Education Worker. 
The Bookplace feels that it is 
essential to have a full-timer in 
this post, not only because of 
the teaching itself, but also the 
outreach and developmental 
work required to meet local 
demand.The evidence for this 
is the number of student en- 
quiries received in the shop 
even with our current limited 
provision. Another reason is 
that The Bookplace is known 
for stocking a wide range of 
ESL learning materials and 
advising tutors and librarians 
about what to buy. Without a 
specialist ESL worker,our 
capacity to do this is reduced. 
Our latest information from 
ILEA suggests that they are 
unlikely to be able to fund the 
post. It has been suggested 
that we should cease to in- 
clude it in our annual budget. 
This is a matter of great regret. 


The second difficulty the class 
had to overcome was the dis- 
ruption caused by the threat of 
auction. Despite this, the 


students continued to come to 
class. Some also took part in 
the campaign to save the 
building. We are especially 
grateful to Suheyla Daout. She 
has been a tower of strength in 
the class in this and other 
ways. 


As well as a good group of stu- 
dents, a class needs a good 
tutor. Maureen Whyte took 
over on a temporary part-time 
basis in 1987. She continued to 
hold the fort for over a year 
and managed to put almost as 
much into the class as we 
could have expected of a full- 
timer. This was true not only 
of her teaching, but the energy 
she put into extra-curricular 
activities with the students. It 
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was a pleasure to pop into her 
class.There was always a 
happy and hard-working 
atmosphere - and, if you were 
lucky and it was the end of 
term or someone’s birthday, 
you might get a drink and a 
piece of cake! Maureen will be 
badly missed. We wish her 
luck on her computer course. 


From January ’89, the class is 
being taught by Charmaine 
Ellis and Kay Norman. Both 
staff and students look for- 
ward to their carrying on our 
tradition of ESL work and 
making their mark in their 
own way. 


Richard Gray 























RETURN-TO-STUDY 


The Return-to-Study Class is 
for students who want to do the 
GCSE English Language exam. 


You take it by putting togethera 
folder of ten pieces of work 
(“assignments”). The assignments 
are designed to show that youcan 
write ina range of styles and with 
a variety of readers in mind. They 
include autobiography, formal 
and informal letter-writing, stories 
and instructions (e.g. recipes). 
You also have to doa book re- 
view and a “close reading assign- 
ment” toshow that you have read 
and understood a passage. One 
piece of work must be done in 
class without help, but thereisno 
written exam at the end of the 
course. This means that itis very 
flexible and can be adapted to the 
interests of the members of the 
class. Instead of finding out your 
weaknesses, it is designed to give 
you the opportunity to show your 
strengths. There is also an oral 
assessment. As our small group 
teaching methods at The Book- 
place involvea lot of oral work, 
this usually presents few prob- 
lems to students. All the assess- 
ment, both written and oral, is 
done by theclass tutors. The. 
grades given are carefully 
reviewed by the exam board to 
make sure they are according to 
the exam criteria. 


The Bookplace was one of the first 
adult centres in London for this 
new exam. Weare now in our 
fourth year of entering students. 
Since we started, the particular 
syllabus we do (NEA Syllabus B) 
has been adopted by many other 
adult institutes and further educa- 
tioncolleges in London. It is also 
taken by the majority of local 


schools. We have an excellent 
record of passes, which was kept 
up by thestudents who entered 
their folders in 1988. They 
achieved 3 overall ‘B’ grades, 4 
‘C’sanda*D’. As wellas the 
usual congratulations, they 
deserve extra recognition, because 
their work was disrupted by the 
upheaval of the auction threat to 
The Bookplace. It came ata time 
when the demands of GCSE 
coursework were at their height. 
To keep up with exam commit- 
ments and work to save The 
Bookplace, which they took on 
voluntarily, was tremendous. 
There wasa party to celebrate this 
and previous years’ exam 
successes in May. 


The students who enrolled in 
September ’88 (for the course 
which is currently running) have 
the services of Carol Dennis, who 
joined us this year. She isan 
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experienced GCSE tutor from her 
previous joband has madea big 
impact. It has been felt in the 
support which proper staffing 
offers students and in lesson 
planning and preparation. 


Another development is that we 
have compiled a collection of 
writing by Return-to-Study GCSE 
students at The Bookplace. This 
was funded by the ILEA asa 
contribution to in-service training 
materials for teachers. It contains 
writing by students from each 
year of the class. Two examples 
are included here. One is the text 
of a radio interview about classes 
at The Bookplace, prepared ona 
tape by Angela Luke for her oral 
presentation. The other is “MI 
GONE, GRANNIE‘a story by 
Junior Campbell. 


Richard Gray 


























STUDENT WRITING 


JOYCE AND MARVIN: 
RADIO INTERVIEW 


MARVIN: Hi Joyce! What’s been happening? 


JOYCE: Hi there, Marvin, everything’s fine, you 
know. lam doing classes and James and Claudette 
come with me to thecreche. When I finish the lesson 
and goand pick them up, they don’t even want to 
comehome withme. 


MARVIN: Classes? You're taking classes? But 
woman yousoonreach thirty-five -Ithought you 
finish with school! Whereis the place youand the 
kiddies go to then? 


JOYCE: Well, believe it or not, it’s called The Book- 
place and it’s just up the road from me. My teachers 
have great faith in all of us passing our GCSE Eng- 
lish. Ireally enjoy my other classes, too. Ido Maths, 
Creole Writing and Thursdays I do Computer 
Studies. The tutors and fellow students are really 
friendly and reassuring. 


MARVIN: So how would I go about joining these 
classes? They sound really interesting. I could do 
with English and Maths especially, to improve my 
job prospects. 


JOYCE: Well, all you have to do is come in, anytime. 


Anything you want to do you just sign up for. But, 
Marvin, there is one drawback. 


MARVIN: What’s that then? Ithought it was too 
good to be true. Don’t tell me - it costs a bomb. How 
much are the classes then? 


JOYCE: Oh no, no - it’s not that. It’s only three 

ounds to enrol foras many classes as you like. It’s 
just that all the good work going on in The Book- 
place is under threat, what with ILEA going andall 
that. [just don’t know what myself and the other 
people will do ifit closes. Just as I was getting my 
confidence back... 


MARVIN: Oh well, there must be something you 
and the otherscan do, isn’t there? 


JOYCE: Sure, wecanall turn up to meetings, write 
letters and that. We’reall thinking up new ways of 
letting the community know what is happening, as 
wellas getting the council to stand up and under- 
stand that the community needs The Bookplace and 
all the things it does. You don’t find all that under 
one roofanywhere else, you know. I’velearnt lots of 
new things that I didn’t know before and [still have 
many things to find out. It would bea very big blow 
to me anda lot of other people if it goes. 


MARVIN:OK, count me in, Joyce. I’Ilhelp. 


JOYCE: Right, thanksa lot, Marvin. Let’s takea 
walk down there now. 


Angela Luke 


MI GONE, GRANNIE 


Elvis wasanine year old boy from Kingston who 
wentto thecountry to spend the summer holiday 
every year. Summer holiday is called Independence 
Holiday in Jamaica, because the independence 
celebrations are in August ever since Jamaica’s inde- 
pendence was granted by the Queen of England in 
1962. 


Trelawny is the part of the country where Elvis 
looked forward to going every.year. Trelawny is the 
second smallest parish in Jamaica. It is located north- 
east of Kingston, the capital, about one hundred 
miles away. 


All Elvis’ mother’s relatives were in Trelawny, 
except for Elvis’ mother,who was living in Kingston. 
Whenever Elvis would “gotocountry”, he would al- 
ways be welcomed and everybody would be happy 
to see Doris’ son again. Thechildren of Banana 
Ground were the ones most happy to see their 
playmate from Kingston once more. 
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“Pap-a-lop, pap-a-lop,pap-a-lop” was the sound of 
the bus horn as it came around the corner to the 
major stop in Banana Ground district. As the bus 
came to its complete halt,you could see people dis- 
embarking with two or three bags and little children 
withsmall parcels that were given them by their : 
parents. 


As Elvis disembarked, he could see his mum/’s 
brother, Uncle Sam, standing looking to see if Elvis 
was onthe bus. 


“UncleSam”, Elviscalled,”See mi ya sah!” 


“Oh bwoy yu really fool mi, minever know seh yu 
grow so big since yu last left ya! How is yu mam- 
mie? Since Mas Baba dead, mi nuh hear notin from 
her”, uncle asked, as he held on to Elvis’ arm on 
their way home. 


"Sheallright, UncleSam”, Elvis replied.’”She say 
shea go write yu soon.” 


“Breda Sam, a fi who pickney dat yu havea walk 
wid?” camea voice froma house on the hill. 


“A misister bwoy, Elvis.” 


“Lord Jesus Christ, a Doris bwoy grow so big?” The 
woman’s voice sounded from the hill with an admir- 
ing intonation. ”So how yudo, bwoy?” sheasked, 
making herself visible. 


“Mi hearty, mam”, Elvis replied. 


“Lord, yu grow sah”, the woman said, coming closer 
to Elvis and Uncle. 


It wasanother day of playing for Elvis with his 
country playmates and distant cousins. Running w 
and down the hills of the fresh, green and beautiful 
countryside was Elvis’ greatest delight. He chose to 
play at his grandmother’s home the whole day with 
his friends and cousins alike, riding sticks, donkeys, 
and playing cricket, football and hide-and-seek. 


At five-o-clock in the evening, Elvis’ friends and 
cousins were all gone to their homes because it was 
dinner time. Aftera long day of playing, Elvis too 
was more than hungry. His grandmother was 
cooking. Knowing that she was his grandmother, he 
planned to tickaround until the food was ready, 


because he was more than sure that he would have 
dinnerat his her place. As he moved around the 
yard, he madesounds of music to remind his grand- 
mother that he was still there and looking forward to 
his share of thedinner. 


A sweet smell came out of his grandmother's 
kitchen from the pots she was cooking. The rattle of 
plates told Elvis that it would be dinner timeany 
minute. The smell of the food made him even more 


hungry. 


“Mi gone,Grannie”, Elvis said to his grandmother 
while she was sharing out the food from the pots for 
the household. No answer came, so he wenta little 
closer to the kitchen and said again, ina little higher 
tone of voice, “Mi gone, Grannie.” 


Elvis was getting very hungry and in need of dinner, 
but he didn’t know how to ask for it. He had decided 
to make his grandmother aware of his leaving so 
that she would understand that he must be hungry 
after playing all day at her home. He sent his indica- 
tion once more, “Mi gone, Grannie.” 


His grandmother heard him this time. ” All right, 
Elvis mison, tell Uncle Sam da mi wisee im tomor- 
row’, she said. 


That was not the answer Elvis was looking for. The 
hunger was killing him now. He tried again,” Mi 
gone, Grannie.” 


Grannie shouted from the kitchen,”Tell Mrs Jones 
that when mia pass a wistopa morning.” 


Elvis repeated “Mi gone, Grannie” about four more 
times, butall he heard from his grandmother was 
new names of relatives and friends to greet orsend 
messages to. Elvis would have done orsaid any- 
thing to hear his grandmother say, ’Are you leaving 
already? Why not stay, because it’s dinner time.” But 
shedid not. 


Elvis is thirty years old now and eversince his “Mi 
gone, Grannie” experience, he has never gone back 
to his Grannie’s house. Just the thought of it makes 
him hungry. 


Junior Campbell 
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COMPUTER LITERACY CLASS 





The Bookplace provides many valuable commu- 
nity resources and the computer literacy class 
is one of them. Like all the other courses, the 
computer class is open to members of the 
community. 


The class is runinsucha way that students can learn 
at their own pace. 


The main idea isto teach computer literacy and help 
members of the community to develop confidence in 
handling computers for various tasks which include 
Wordprocessing, using a Database, Spreadsheet and 
basic introduction to programming in basic if re- 
quired. Secondly the computers are also used when- 
ever possible for students who are on other literacy 
and numeracy courses. 


Intoday’s world itis becoming justas important to 
be computer literate as it is to be literate in other 
areas. Do not wait until your place of employment 
introduces computers for you to panic or for some- 
one to reject your application for that job you had 
your heart set on just because you are not computer 
literate. Whether you learn how tocometo terms 
with computers by coming along to the Bookplace or 
elsewhere if you wish, youshould doitif possible. 


Computers are easy to use and basic computer 
literacy is within your reach, especially those of you 
that can type because that should makeit easier for 
you. I know that some of you will think that am 
joking, but Iam not the joking type - in fact Icould 
not be more serious. 


The Bookplace is now registered with the Royal 
Society of Arts (RSA) asa testing centre for computer 
literacy, therefore it is now possible for students to 
take the RSA examination for computer literacy at 
the Bookplaceand get acertificate to prove toany 


potential employer that they have acquired basic 
computer skills. The certificate could improve job 
prospects or act as a springboard for further studies 
in information technology. We might as well accept 
the fact that information technology is here to stay 
and is to some extent like a new phase in the indus- 
trial revolution. What this means to the man, woman 
and child of today is that coming to terms with the 
situation is important and could be crucial in terms 
of their development and their livelihood. More and 
more firms are forced to use computers, because if 
they do not, their running costs are higher than 
those that use them. Therefore it is now acase of 
having to usecomputers if they want to competeon 
equal terms. These developments have important 
implications for all working people, so do not get left 
behind, the race is for the swift. The same situation 
will by implication repeat itself in almost any situ- 
ation where information is used, including education 
establishments, local and national services etc. 


FUTURE PLANS 


Weare doing our best to provide more places in the 
computer class, in an effort to keep up with the local 
demand for courses in computer literacy, which is 
quite high at present. With a bit of luck weshould be 
able toimprove things in the next few months. We 
are also planning to offer courses on the moread- 
vanced business packages in the near future, which 
will help those who are faced with the sort of com- 
pany that does not provide training by providing an 
opportunity to learn about these programs in the 
evening. Such courses could also be useful for those 
whoareunemployed, as it will teach them skills that 
are in demand by employers. 


Mustapha Albertini 
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BLACK STUDIES 


Gatherings such as the Black Studies class 
at the Bookplace provide a forum through 
which adults of African origin can learn from 
each other while discussing issues that 
affect us collectively. Using the word 
collectively does not mean that the issue » 
has to be an international incident. The 
meaning here is that we are like one body 
and if any part of that body is not performing 
correctly then it affects the other parts. For 
example if one of your eyes only saw things 
from another person’s point of view it would 
affect your whole life in some way, in the 
same way that certain members of our 
community refuse to acknowledge both their 
immediate family connections (West Indies 
or wherever their parents were born and 
their African ancestry) choosing instead to 
call themselves by any title that removes 
them from that reality. 


It is like having an eye that is obviously fixed in 
your head but is quite happy to be called some- 
one else’s eye and only sees the world from that 
other person’s point of view instead of your 
own. In short, due to European propaganda, 
certain people of African origin constantly refer 
to themselves as English. I hope that you agree 
that these manifestations are potentially serious 
and are likely to damage our community both 
in the long and short term. In the Black Studies 
Class we discuss issues such as the one men- 
tioned above as well as the direction of reggae 
music, the Biblical curse of Ham, the manner in 
which our sisters dress, Black Women in his- 
tory, race mixing and much more. The class is 
unstructured and its content is determined by 
the people who attend. If there are any issues 
that concern you about any aspect of our 
struggle for change, either personal or other- 
wise, why not come and discuss it with the 
Black Studies Group where sisters and brothers 
of African origin are willing to listen and share 
your concern for our community. 





THE NEED TO DIRECT 
SOCIAL CHANGE WITHIN 
OUR COMMUNITY 


We feel that there is a need for The Black Com- 

munity to move into another phase of develop- 
ment on all fronts, but we shall try to limit our 

comments to social change. The direction which 
this movement takes depends upon agreement 

concerning some basic facts about our position 

within the present world system. 


It seems that people of African origin have been 
reduced to being consumers of other nations’ 
goods and services both at national and per- 
sonal levels. Due to the above situation there 
are many questions that we need to ask right 
now and many more that we ought to be formu- 
lating with a view to finding solutions for them. 


Given the fact about us being just good little 
consumers of other people’s goods and services, 
I am certain that many of you can come up with 
some questions and possibly answers to help 
solve the problem. The trouble is there are not 
many openings within the present social set up 
for you to do so. It is our belief that until such 
openings are made progress will be difficult. 


We need to do more thinking and questioning 
in relation to the issues that affect us as a 
people, like our common ancestry, the need for 
acknowledging our cultural unity and the way 
the world system treats us, whether it is in 
England, Grenada or South Africa, because they 
are just different sides of the same coin. 
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Briefly, it must be stated that there are various 
theories about developing societies, mainly 
philosophical, that involve freedom of the 
individual vs. the social spirit and the nature of 
history. However, for the purpose of this article 
we shall assume that history and human society 
are progressive while bearing in mind that the 
future is not necessarily better than the past 
because it is possible for societies to become 
decadent or regressive. Therefore the course our 
community takes depends on our orientation, 
attitudes and beliefs. 


Of this we are certain, our orientation can only 
become progressive or beneficial if we as a 
people begin to direct it through collective 
processes that are developed by, from and for 
ourselves. The Black Studies Class is part of this 
process and its direction and scope can be 
influenced by your participation. 


May peace be with you always. 


FOOD FOR THOUGHT 


"It is better to die struggling than to live under 
oppression”. 


Our ultimate goal should be to control the 
education and socialization of our children, 
because at this stage in our development in this 
society that process is in the hands of strangers, 
hence so is our future. What are your views 
about that issue can you let us know? Or better 
still come and ground with your sisters and 
brothers. 


Mustapha Albertini 
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KWEYOL (CREOLE) WRITING 


September ’88 signalled the beginning of the 
second year of the Kwéyol (Franco-phone 
Creole) class at The Bookplace. Students who 
attended the first year all felt that they had a suc- 


cessful year. Although they worked hard, they did — 


however enjoy learning the language and the 
status of being amongst the first 
students of Kwéyol in the UK. 


Since the Kwéyol language is part of a living culture, it 
was important for students to couple their classroom 
experiences with practical activities in order to maxi- 
mise their learning. 


Classroom activities centred around work on oral and 
literacy skills and the compilation of personal vocabu- 
lary books (dictionaries). Practical activities have in- 
cluded discussion of issues affecting Kwéyol and 
finding out and participating in Kwéydl events - di- 
rectly or indirectly. 


Past activities have included increased contact with 
Kwéyol speakers and visits to a more established 
Kwéydl class in the East End of London. Our class also 
participated in a documentary film, where Kweyol was 
featured. The film has since been screened on Domin- 
ica’s National TV. 


As well as joys, we experienced frustrations over the 
past year. Funding was one such area. But I'm pleased 
to say that this was eventually confirmed, thanks to the 
ILEA Afro-Caribbean Language and Literacy Project. 


During our next year, we will be concentrating our 
efforts into a project for publication by The Bookplace. 


Ken Buntin. 


KWEYOL. 


1. Non mwen sé Gairy. 

2. Mon vini an Bookplace la pou apwann Kweéyol. 

3. Mwen vini isi, paske le mwen té jenn, mwen paté 
apwann lanng lahod manman mwen epi papa 
mwen. 

4. Yo pa té pale’y akay. 

5. Mwen dako i enpotan pou tout moun an late pou 
pale lanng manman yo. 

6. Nou hi moun hod Domnik eve sentlisi an Klas la. 
7. Sa sé on bel Mélanj. 


ENGLISH. 


1. My name is Gairy. 

2. | come to the Bookplace to learn Kwéyol. 

3. | came here, because when | was young, | did not 
learn the language from my parents. 

4. They did not speak it at home. 

5. | think it's important for everyone in the world to 
speak their mother tongue. 

6. We have people from Dominica and St Lucia in 
the class. 

7. That’s a good mixture. 


KWEYOL 


1. Non mwen se Lisa. _ 

2. Mwen vini klas Kweyol pou apwann langaj 
manman mwen. | : 

3. Mwen tizing deje epi leson mwen, paske mwen 
pani otan tan pou fe leson mwen akay. 

4. Atjeweiman mwen ka konpwann pli, eve mwen 
sa tjenn ti kanvesasyon. 


ENGLISH 


1. My name is Lisa. | 

2. |came to the Kwéyol class to learn my parents’ 
language. 

3. 1am a little bit behind with my lessons, because | 
do not do much homework. 

4.| can understand more now and can hold small 
conversations. 


BRIAN. 


My name is Brian and I came to The Bookplace to 
learn Kwéyol. | want to speak, read and write 
Kwéyol, so that when | go to Dominica | will be able 
to take part in the Kwéyol culture.My cousin told 
me about the class and | have been attending since 
September ‘88. My tutor is Ken Buntin. He has 
helped me with things like my alphabet and the 
pronunciation of words.! don’t find it hard to learn 
Kwéyol as | speak a little French and am quite good 
at English.I can understand a few words if | listened 
to a fluent conversation. | feel | could have under- 
Stood alot more if my parents had spoken to me in 
both Kwéyol and English. 
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THE CRECHE 


























At The Bookplace we have a wonderful creche [@ 
- a purpose-built extension to the building, 
incorporating central heating, its own toilet 
and washing facilities, a beautiful built-in 
Wendy House and even an outside play area. 
In the past there have been a few workers that 
have come and gone, but now things have 
become more organized and | am ready to 
make the creche wonderful for our kids. We 
have a good many stimulating activities. 


As I write, the time is coming for the Christmas 
Party. Last year we had a great Christmas Party 
for the kids. It was enjoyed by every child who 

attended. We are hoping for the same this year. 


In the summer we also have a trip to the seaside 
_ for the parents and their children. In the past it has 
been enjoyed by all. 


Come along to our Bookplace Creche and let your 
children be a part of the activities. The creche is 
available for all classes and meetings held in the 
building. 

Audrey Campbell 

















PECKHAM PUBLISHING PROJECT 


The Publishing Project ee books by and for 
people in the Southwark area. It also provides 
authors with constructive criticism of their writing 
and publishing advice and information on ways 
into print, through The Bookplace and otherwise. 
This second service is used in addition by local 
groups and organisations - and some further afield 
(e.g Croydon English Language Support Scheme, 
South Lewisham Institute and Camden Day Nurser- 
ies). Manuscripts are read by members of the 
Publishing Group, a panel of local people who 
undertake to provide authors with the promised 
feedback. The group is open to everyone in the 
area who shares The Bookplace’s aims and 
objectives. To join, you don’t need to be a literary 
lion. You do need to be interested in supportin 

local writers and getting their work into print. We 
are open to all kinds of writing, as long as it is by 


local people. 


Since 1977 we have published nearly forty books, 
including Local History, Children’s Books, Black 
History and Culture and Women’s Writing. Some of 
our books are by students in our adult education 
classes, others by Boe formed for a particular 
Lo (e.g.Blac ers of History, Young Women’s 
riting) and others by individual authors. Thi eee 
new members have revitalised the Publishing Group 
and some high quality writing has been submitted. 
aid: ti are tight, we are producing two new 
books this year and two more in the financial year 1989- 
‘90, funding from Greater London Arts permitting. In 
order of publication, they are: 


THERE’S ALWAYS A SILVER LINING 

by May Brook, an elderly woman’s autobiography. 
Mrs Brook tells her story from going into the work- 
house as a young child, through her early working life 
(including jobs in domestic service), to life in London 
and as an evacuee in World War Two. In the later part 
of the book she describes family life in South East Lon- 
don in the fifties and ends with the death of her hus- 
band and her own retirement. Sadly,the author herself 
died while the photo research was being done. The re- 
maining stages of production were carried out with the 
valuable assistance of her son Ernest, so that the end 
result is a memorial, as well as an engagingly written 
autobiography. 


THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF GEORGE RICHARDS. 
This has been in the pipeline for some time. Its publica- 
tion this yearlong with May Brook's book, marks 
GLA’s prioritisation of elderly x ee memories. 

Mr Richards writes about his child ood in the country 
in Jamaica, his youth in the town and going to 


Kingston. He describes being in the service of several 
colonial Governors-General. He goes on to write about 
coming to Britain, where he worked for London Trans- 

rt for many years. He is currently a leading member 
of the Black Elderly Group Southwark, other mem- 
bers of which also took part in work on the book. 


ANTHOLOGY OF YOUNG WOMEN’S WRITING. 
The Young Women’s Writing Group is working on 
this project to follow up the success of its first two 
hooks, LORING ALL OF ME by Sharon Bell and 
GLIMMERINGS by Jenny Moy. Please turn io the 
Schools and Youth Work report for more on this. 
CHILDREN’S BOOK FEATURING BLACK 
CHILDREN. 

Work is in progress on three ee publications: a 
photo-book to follow up OUR KIDS, perhaps the most 
outstanding of our previous children’s books, now 
unfortunately sold out and awaiting funding for a 
reprint; MARK by Diane Thompson, about a young 
Black Briton’s questions about his roots in the Carib- 
bean; and | HAVE SICKLE CELL ANAEMIA by Mercie 
Thekweme, an information book. 

We would like to publish all three, but will not be able 
to in the time covered by this report, because of funding 
constraints. On the sales and distribution side of the 
Publishing Project’s work, Turnaround Distribution 
has continued to handle our sales to the book trade and 
library suppliers. Good sales of several titles have been 
achieved, but more promotion would help in other 
cases, such as WHEN WILL | BE A MAN? This sells well 
once people know it exists - for example after review in 
the Parents’ Network newsletter - but tends to get 
swamped by the volume of children’s books of other 
kinds, since anti-sexist boys’ books are few and far 
between. The balance of our sales is still processed b 
the Publishing Worker at The Bookplace, who handles 
sales to individuals and institutions by mail order. 


A new development is an interest by Letterbox Library 
in adding some of our titles to its recommended anti- 
racist and anti-sexist children’s booklist sold by mail 
order. 
In the area of publicity and promotion, the events of the 
ear were Faaltaneches of EXPLORING ALL OF ME 
and GLIMMERINGS in May, A KIND OF LEAVING 
and COCKNEY ADONIS in June and THE REAL 
McCOY in July. They are described elsewhere. Suffice it 
to add that they gave the Publishing Worker a good 
ot a sore head and a stock of leftover curry in the 
eezer. 


Richard Gray 
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ALBSU SPECIAL DEVELOPMENT 


A BEGINNER READER IS NOT A BEGINNER THINKER 


"A beginner reader is not a beginner thinker" - 
the student who spoke these words sparked off 
the idea behind a two year publishing pro- 
qenne at The Bookpiace, sponsored b 

LBSU (the Adult Literacy and Basic Skills 
Unit). The aim was to publish books which are 
easy to read and whose content treats adults 
as adults. The look of the books was important 
too. Early on in the project, another student 
said she wanted to produce books she would 
feel proud to be seen reading on the bus. 


The project finished during the course of the year. 
The end result is six books, in two series: BLACK 
MAKERS OF HISTORY and FICTION. They are 
primarily intended for adult readers, but have also 
attracted the attention of many school teachers and 
a wide general readership of people who have 
bought the books after reading good press reviews 
or hearing about them from friends. 


The three books in the BLACK MAKERS OF 
HISTORY series are: 


FOUR WOMEN, 

by Frank Forde, Lesnah Hall, Virginia McLean 
and Ray Uter: This contains the life stories of 
Nanny of the Maroons, Sojourner Truth, Mary 
McLeod Bethune and Claudia Jones. As the 
authors say at the beginning, ” 


Here are four - 
There are many more...” 


THE REAL McCOY, 

by Frank Forde, Lesnah Hall and Virginia 
McLean: This is an A-to-Z of Black People in 
Science and Technology. It takes its title from 
Elijah McCoy, the Black American inventor whose 
oils were so good that people wanted only them. 
Again, the authors express the thought behind the 
book on the cover: 


“Our people are worth their weight in gold We are 
not useless as we have so often been told In Sci- 
ence and Technology it must be said The evidence 
is here from A to Z...” 


Although they stress that the book is an A-to-Z, 
not the A-to-Z, since many Black scientists had to 
be left out for reasons of space, the authors 
included entries covering the five thousand years 
from the Ancient Egyptians to the US Space 
Program. 


After the success of FOUR WOMEN, they were in 
demand as visiting speakers in schools and col- 
leges. The feedback rom these sessions was built 
into their work on THE REAL McCOY and the 
third book in the series, titled: 


NOT JUST SINGIN’ AND DANCIN’, 
by the same authors: This is about Black People in 
the Arts. The full title is “Not Just Singin’ and 
Dancin’, but Walking the Road to Freedom...” Entries 
cover the major arts and a wide range of time and 
lace. Artists included vary from Alexander 
Pushin to Bob Marley and from Bessie Smith to 
Lenny Henry. 


All three of the BLACK MAKERS OF HISTORY 
Series are illustrated by Joseph Olubo, whose 
contribution to the project has ensured that the 
books go a long way towards meeting their objec- 
tive of looking good... His full colour covers and 
sensitive and original black and white interior il- 
lustrations are a hallmark of the series. 


The books in the FICTION Series are: 


THREE OR FIVE MINUTES, 
by Betty Hammond. A mother’s humdrum day at 
home is interrupted by news of a nuclear attack. 
The subject matter and the author’s storytelling 
style have earned the book a warm welcome from 
readers who recognise a topic and tone of voice 
which addresses a truly adult concern. No parent 
will remain unaffected after reading it. Peter 
oe illustrations bring home the full 
orror. 


A KIND OF LEAVING, 
by Millie Richards. The story tackles another 
major issue for adults - young adults in particular. 
It is about a young woman’s struggle to find a 
lace of her own. Her search for somewhere to 
ive unharassed is linked with her search for 
emotional peace. In the end she begins to feel the 
confidence to make a success of her situation. 


COCKNEY ADONIS, 

ae Kate Dowdall. The third in the Fiction Series 
also appeals to young people as well as adults. It 
is about a young womanr’s first love and the way 
she refuses to be taken for granted by a man. It 
can be read for the story alone and as a way of 
raising the subject of sexism. The dialogue in 
particular introduces a series of points likely to 
stimulate discussion and reflection. 


A KIND OF LEAVING and COCKNEY ADONIS 
feature the photographic work of Derron Curtis, 
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PROJECT REPORT 


whose pictures, shot on location and with local 
actors taking the parts, make the stories real. 


ALBSU sponsorship ended in February ’88, but 
interest in books like this continues to grow. 
Demand for more such material is particularly - 
strong in the case of the BLACK MAKERS OF 
HISTORY Series. THE REAL McCOY has turned 
out to be a best-seller, cog well beyond its 
immediate readership in Adult Basic Education. It 
was launched at a crowded event at The Walmer 
Castle, Peckham Road, on 16 July, thanks to the 
kindness of Ivan and Jean Pinnock, the landlord 
and landlady. The guest of honour was Paul 
pocieng MP. The keynote of his speech was 
“From Peckham, out of Africa”. There were also 
contributions from CLR James and Winston 
Stafford, Chairperson of Southwark Council’s 
Race Equality Committee. CLR James sent a 
message welcoming the series for helping to bring 
“the facts about Blacks into the realm of History.” Clir 
Stafford praised the authors’ and The Bookplace’s 
efforts as local initiatives of profound importance. 
The facts about Black History and Culture were 
buried in the archives, he said. Now, through 
these books, they were being made available to 

ae has A moving version of Bob Marley’s 
“Redemption Song”, led by the authors, closed 
the formalities and the party began. In connection 
with the party, mention must be made of the 


THE VOICE July 19 1988 


= 


s A-to-Z 


eM Umar ects 


The historic exploits of black inventors is the sub- 
ject of anew book which celebrates their leading 
contribution to the world of science and 
technology. 

‘The Real McCoy’, an 
A-to-Z of black people in 
science and technology, 


cultural book centre in 
London. 

The work is primarily 
intended for students in 
AduJt Basic Education, 
but has also been warm- 
ly welcomed by school 
teachers alarmed at the 


by Frank Forde, Lesnah 
Hall and Virginia McLean, 
is illustrated by Joseph 
Olubo and published by 
the Bookplace, a multi- 


excellent food prepared by the authors and the 
superb cake, the centrepiece of the table, made by 
Mrs Forde, Frank’s mother. After the launch came 
the press reviews. The Voice’s comments, re- 

rinted here, caused an overwhelming response 
in terms of orders for the book. We have it on 
reliable authority that the last time a “Voice” 
article had such effect was when they interviewed 
the man who found the cure for baldness. 


Earlier in the year we had celebrated the aad 
tion of A KIND OF LEAVING and COCKNEY 
ADONIS with a party at The Bookplace for stu- 
dents and friends from the Return-to-Study Class, 
where both the texts originated. These events and 
the success of the books marked the completion of 
a unique project. “Unique” has become a much- 
abused word, but it applies in this case - work on 
these books brought together students, tutors and 
interested contributors from outside the immedi- 
ate field in a way never before attempted. It is also 
true to say that it could only have been done at 
The Bookplace, with its particular combination of 
skills, experience and approach to education. This 
is a point worth making as we tackle the challenge 
of funding our work in the 1990's. 


Richard Gray 


current lack of educa- 
tional material about 
black history and culture. 


documenting the impact 
of black inventors, many 
of whom are not given 
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The title of the book is 
taken from a well-known 
phrase. McCoy was a 


PIONEER: Lewis 
Howard l.atimer 


black inventor whose 
products were so good 
that people wanted only 
them — ‘‘the Real 
McCoy, the real 
thing. .."’ 

The A-to-Z is a valu- 
able educational resource 


credit for their work, in- 
cluding slaves who were 
not allowed to register 
their own inventions. 

For instance, few peo- 
ple will have heard of 
Lewis Howard Latimer, 
the black man who in- 
vented the first long-life 
light bulb and did the 
technical drawings for 
Alexander Graham Bell's 
telephone. 

The Real McCoy is the 
second of three books in 
the Bookplace’s Black 
Makers of History series, 
sponsored by the Adult 
Literacy and Basic Skills 
Unit. 

Copies are available, 
price £1.50, from the 
Bookplace, Peckham 
Literacy Centre, 13 
Peckham High Street, 
London SE15. 









































THE AUCTION CAMPAIGN 


SOUTHWARK COUNCIL BUYS THE BOOKPLACE 


Unbelievable, Absolutely Unbelievable - 
We’re Still Here” was the cover of our last 
Annual Report. It was referring to the fact 
that in November 1987 we were intending to 
celebrate The Bookplace’s Tenth Birthday. 
Little did we know what was in store for us 
that same month. 


The bare facts are that on 27 October, 1987, we 
were told by a neighbour that we and the other 
shops in our block had been put up for auction 
by the London Residuary Body. This was 
because we were all ex-GLC property and 
therefore to be disposed of to the highest 
bidder, by order of Mrs T. We were given no 
warming and did not receive written notification 
from the LRB until 11 November. On 26 
November, Southwark Council succeeded in 
buying our building minutes before the auction 


USERS’ COMMENTS 


Here are some comments about Bookplace serv- 
ices from the scores of completed petition forms 
returned to us during the auction campaign: 


“We need The Bookplace. My son is 5 and The Book- 
place stocks very good books for Under-Fives as well as 
other good books. The Education Project is needed and 
so is the Creche.” 

(B Ferguson) 


"This is the best source in London for purchasing 
Adult Literacy materials. It would be a great loss to 
many students if it were to close.” 

(Jane Oxburgh,Islington AEI) 


“Your books is just great.” (J Burrell) 


’Knoweledge for the rich grows while knowledge for 
the poor folds - so goes the system of old.” 
(Andrew Curtis) 


The only decent bookshop for miles. Great multi- 
cultural stock. Not even Foyle’s have this much.” 
(Kay Grant) 


was due to begin, at the Hotel Russell. In the 
short time between those dates there was a 
truly remarkable public campaign to save The 
Bookplace and our neighbours. Students, cus- 
tomers and friends old and new rallied round 
the staff and Management Committee. There 
were petitions, letters of support, press,radio 
and TV coverage, an effort to help by Harriet 
Harman MP and, in the last days before the 
auction, demonstrations blocking Peckham 
High Street. Crucially, there was a speedy and 
decisive response from the Council, both from 
the individual councillors who argued our case 
and the leader. We would like to record our 
thanks to them and to everyone who helped 
resist the threat to our existence. 

Now we know we can do it. 


Richard Gray 


“Valuable and important resource for the Black 
Community.” 
(J.Bennett) 


“Excellent bookshop, publishing scheme and education 
project - there is no such education project, probably 
nationally, to compare. Also, Peckham and South-East 
London has a need for this kind of institution for its 
Black people.” 

(Lascelles Dixon) 


“Please save The Bookplace. I like it here and I 
wouldn't want to lose it. It is helpful to 
everybody who comes here.” 

(Delreta Coleman) 


“A valuable source of anti-sexist books for the very 
youngest. Thanks!” 

(Margaret Hanton, Southwark Pre-School 
Playgroups Association) 


"Bookplace gave me a friendly and interesting 
place for passing GCSE English." 
(Mary-Jane Atkins) 
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A PROTEST against the deci- 


arrorest oscint te ec: Traders win in auction row 


has ended in victory. 

Shopkeepers in Peckham High Street 
won their right to stay after outbiding 
roperty developers at an auction on 
Thursday. 





i srs Gaia bought 
their place for A after their son 
hy CHRIS WARD Mark dashed from Cornwall to lend them 
The day before they f A wits £10,000. The shop has been in the family 

inne Laney A hich a The shopkeepers organised the strect over 100 years. 
brought traffic to a candetill demonstration last week to draw attcn- Mr. Stresnyak said, “We are obviously 
: tion to their plight. Many feared they — happy with the outcome but sull 

fee 


deo ae out as the road was would be outbid by property developers. we were very badly treated.” 


The shops were formerly owned by the _But at the 11th hour Southwark Coun- Clyde Quamina, of MCQ Electrics, 
GLC and some of the shopkcepers fal cil stepped in to buy the Bookplace for managed to find £4,000 to put down as a 
agreed to buy their freeholds for between 9 undisclosed sum. The council has also deposit on his shop but still needs to find 
£20,000 and £25,000. promised to continue funding the shop £36,000. 

But when the GLC was abolished and for the rest of the financial year. He said, “They have given me 28 days 
the London Residuary Body took over it Six other shopkeepers brought their to find the rest and my bank manager 
scrapped ‘the agreements and put the freeholds for between £40,000 and says he cannot help me in time. In some 
shops up for auction. £98,000. ways my problems are only just hegin- 

ning.” 











Richard Gray, a pub- 
lishing worker at the 
Bookplace, said after the 
auction, “Everyone. is 
very relieved but we all 
agree “we were’ treated 
badly by -the Léndon 
Residuary Body. 

“{t-should never have 
gone td’ auction. If we 
had been given option 
and a chance .to negoti- 
ate, it would never have 
gone this far,” he said. 

A: London. Residuary 
Body spokesman said, 
“We carefully consi- 
dered the best way of 
getting rid of these 
properties and: were 
satisfied -at the’ end of 
the day with what we 
did. 
~ “We are satisfied with 
the prices we got and 
hopefully so are the 
traders. We fell the mat. 
ter is now closed.” 
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FINANCE _ 


FINANCIAL ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 
1988. 


INCOME AND EXPENSES. 
Grants and donations are accounted for on a receivable basis and expenses on a accruals basis. 


DEPRECIATION. . ; 
Depreciation is provided soas to write off the cost of fixed assets over their estimated useful lives at the 
following rates: 














Improvements to premises 10 years 10% perannum 
Library of books Syears 20% per annum 
Fixtures and fittings and Office equipment Syears 20% perannum 


EVENTS SINCE THE END OF FINANCIAL YEAR 

The voluntary sector is facing considerable cuts from statutory grant giving bodies. This will undoubtedly 
lead toacurtailment of the level ofcurrentactivities. The area mostaffected by these cuts is the Education 
Project. With the imminent demise of ILEA there is concernas to the future of adult basic education. In the 
coming financial year we need to look at ways of obtaining new funding to, wherever possible, increase the 
provision of services such as computers which are currently under provided for by other similar organisations. 


AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS. 
Frank Hirth & Co. examines and certifies accounts by agreement. 


PECKHAM LITERACY CENTRE AND THE BOOKPLACE LIMITED COMBINED INCOME AND 
EXPENSES ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 1988 





INCOME 
Grants donations and shop sales 192798 
Bank Interest income pee 
192815 
EXPENSES 
Cost of Books sold 47919 
Salaries and casual labour 112121 
Office running costs 6318 
Literacy Materials 316 
Printing, postage and stationary 5043 
Repairs and alterations 993 
Insurance 419 
Bank Charges 1207 
Professional Fees 9658 
Advertising and Promotional expenses 763 
Travel 233 
Miscellaneous expenses 1311 
Bad Debts 4578 
Depreciation 1918 
Bank Interest Payable 293 
Taxation (30) 
(193060) 
DEFICIT FOR YEAR (245) 





CERTIFICATE OF FRANK HIRTH & CO. 

In our opinion the Financial Statement, which has been prepared under the historical cost convention, gives a 
true and fair view of thestate of the organisations affairs at 31 March 1988 and of its Income and Expenses for 
the year then ended. 


P. Denby 
For Frank Hirth & Co. 4th October 1988 
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EQUAL OPPORTUNITES STATEMENT 


The following is The Bookplace/Peckham Literacy Centre’s general Equal Opportu- 
nities Statement. Please ask for further information about our particular policies and 
codes of practice: The Bookplace has an Equal Opportunities Policy. Among other 
things, this means: 


@ We are committed to working in a way that treats all people with due respect. 


®@ Weare committed to creating a welcoming environment and an atmosphere which 
reflects the needs and interests of the whole community. 


@ We are committed to employment practices that are free of unjust discrimination 
and prejudice. 


@ We are committed to developing a range of activities that reflect the needs and 
interests of the whole community. 


@® We are committed to selling, publishing and distributing books and to using 
learning materials that are anti-racist and anti-sexist. 


WE WILL NOT TOLERATE UNJUST DISCRIMINATORY 
BEHAVIOUR 
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AIMS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE 


BOOK PLACE 


1.To run a community centre with a bookshop,selling a wide range of books of interest to 
local people. 


2.To run an adult education project for local people. 


3.To run a publishing project to enable local people to get their writing into print,and to 
distribute it through the bookshop and more widely. 


4.To give advice and information about local facilities and events. 
5.To fight racism in all our work. 
6.To fight sexism in all our work. 


7.To work with other groups to further these aims and objectives. 
NEW MEMBERS WELCOME 


As amember of The Bookplace you have: 


@ Voting rights at the Annual General Meeting, when the Management Committee which 
controls our activities is elected. 


@ The right to stand for election as a member or office holder of the Management 
Committee. 


@ Advance information about coming events at The Bookplace, including new groups 
and classes,new books from Peckham Publishing Project,booklists, readings and visits 
by well-known authors, parties, booklaunch events and our annual bookfair. 

@ Access to our equipment - mainly the photocopier,at 5p.per sheet. 

Please ask a worker or current member about joining. The only conditions are that you 


live in the area/have an interest via your own work and that you share The Bookplace’s 
aims and objectives. 


ront cover photo: Pat Thompson with Management Committee Member Eve Erskine and 
esnah Hall (co-author of The Real McCoy) 


Photos: Derron Curtis, Carol Dennis, Richard Gray, Shirlee Mitchell, Peter Ward. 


Design and pre-printing by Abbey Designs 737 6929 Printing by Calverts Press 
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